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THE HOLY BIBLE: 


‘Verdun’ of Trump hant Christiamty 


Daring the First World War, the fortress of Verdun 
was fiercely attacked by the Germans, and for two 
years they threw division after division of troops against 
this pivotal defense of the Allies. A million soldiers 
lost their lives, but the fortress held, and the brave 


“They shall 


So long as Verdun remained unconquered 


French resistance gave rise to the motto, 
not pass.” 
by the Germans, there was hope for the Allied cause, 
and, finally, the assurance of ultimate victory. 

No one questions the fact that the Christian faith 
during the last 50 years has been under more terrific 
attack than at any time since the cessation of persecu- 
tion in the early centuries. As Archbishop Garbett said 
in his notable work, In An Age of Revolution, “The 
advances made in scientific knowledge, the results of 
Biblical criticism, and the mental and spiritual dis- 
turbance caused by the wars, have shaken the tradi- 
tional beliefs and customs. . . . There is more open 
and aggressive atheism than at any other period of 
human history. In Russia, in Germany, in France, and 
in many of the central European and Balkan nations, 
Christianity is treated either with hatred or contempt. 
Far more general is the attitude of almost complete 
indifference to religion and ignorance of its nature. 
Except for occasions such as baptisms, marriages, and 
funerals, the ordinary man has little contact with the 
church or its ministers.” 

Though one confesses this with grief, all men— 
whether Christians or pagans, believers or scoffers— 
must recognize that the Christian faith is counting for 
less and less with the passing of each successive decade. 
I am referring here to conditions in general. We must 
not see world conditions through the spectacles of some 
local, evangelically-active area, such as Southern Cali- 
fornia, or perhaps the church life of the Twin Cities. 
Maritain has said, “It is not Europe alone, it is the 
world, it is the whole world which must now resolve 


the problem | of civilization” (The Twilight of Civiliza- 


Wilbur M. Smith is Professor cof English Bible in Fuller 
Theological Seminary and Editor of Peloubet’s Select Notes 
on the International Sunday School Lessons. A _ prolific 
writer, he is author of numerous books and magazine essays. 


WILBUR M. SMITH 


tion, 1944, p. 64). Attacks upon the Christian faith 
are being projected from almost every major area of 
life, even from the area of ecclesiasticism. 


THE COMMUNIST THREAT 


First, we must reckon with this hideous monster that 
has arisen in our century to threaten the liberties of 
man and challenge the w hole free world, namely, com- 
munism. I know that people grow weary of hearing 
this word, but we must face the facts. Communism is 
not simply anti-Christian, it is anti-God. It is atheistic 
and vigorously so. The Soviet Encyclopedia goes so 
far as to say that Jesus of Nazareth never existed. 
There are 200,000,000 people today in the Union of 
Soviet Republics. There are 630,000,000 people in 
Communist China. This makes a total of 830,000,000 
people who are consistently exposed to anti-God propa- 
ganda. Yet this virus of communism is in the vitals of 
all nations, more or less. It is vigorously being propa- 
gated in Japan. It is blatantly arrogant in our own 
country. Some of its principles infiltrate many of our 
textbooks. We are now on the verge of a great student 
exchange movement, when thousands of our college 
students will be studying in Russia, and thousands of 
Russian students will be studying in this country. 
The day is not far off when we are going to be chal- 
lenged with the atheism of these Communistic nations 
more directly than most people today dream. 


SCIENCE AND AGNOSTICISM 


In the second place, modern science—fascinating, indis- 
pensable, exciting in its discoveries, and more and more 
dominating every department of life—is today, for the 
most part, totally indifferent to the Christian faith. 

believe one is safe in saying that not 10 per cent of the 
outstanding scientists of our nation are Trinitarians 
today. I have not yet shaken off the sense of shock 
which recently came to me in reading a new volume 
titled Science Ponders Religion, edited by the dis- 
tinguished astronomer of Harvard University, Profes- 
sor Harlow Shapley. Eighteen well-known scientists 
of our country, some now in the prime of life, almost 
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all of them with distinguished careers in teaching in 
our larger colleges and universities, attempt in this 
book to set forth their conceptions of religion. Let us 
remember these men are not purposely attacking Chris- 
tianity. They are not writing from Moscow, but from 
the United States. And yet not one of these scientists 
confesses that he believes in a personal, sovereign, 
omnipotent God, nor does one of them confess to any 
sure hope of personal life after death. Not only is their 
own position agnostic, but they frankly say they repre- 
sent a true cross-section of what scientists today think 
about religion, and I am quite sure that in this they 
As Dr. “The 
typical and dominant scientific man of the West is to 

large extent alienated from the Christian tradition. 
It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of the 


are correct. Leslie Newbigin has said, 


fact that at the moment when the scientific culture, 
which was formed within the Western Christian tra- 
dition, has achieved world-wide expansion and domi- 
its unity with the supernatural faith in which 
it was begotten has disintegrated” (“Summons to Chris- 
tian Mission 


nance, 


Today” in the International Review of 


Missions, Apr., 1959, p. 178). 


PHILOSOPHICAL UNBELIEF 


Modern philosophy is more outspoken than science in 
A recent volume 
by the German scholar Dr. I. M. Bochenski, Contem- 
porary European Philosophy, reinforces the impression 


its antagonism to the Christian faith. 


that the philosophers who have exercised the greatest 
influence over the world of thought since the dawn 
of this century are all atheists, with possibly one ex- 
ception, Whitehead, and he was by no means a Trini- 
tarian. In this volume, the modern philosophers are 
introduced by a chapter on Bertrand Russell. This is 
followed by one on the Italian, Benedetto Croce, em- 
phatically atheistic. Next follows John Dewey, who 
exercised such a pernicious influence over modern 
and who once wrote that the 
greatest hindrance to the progress of modern man was 


his belief in the supernatural. Then there is a chapter 


American education, 


on Martin Heidegger, of whom a contemporary profes- 
sor of philosophy has recently said, “He regards the 
atheism of Nietzsche and Marx as a salutary attempt 
And last comes Jean-Paul Sartre, 
the most vigorous atheistic philosopher of our day. It 
is not necessary to add that in the realm of psychology 
the most profoundly influential in this department has 
been Freud, who scoffed at the very idea of the exist- 
ence of a personal God. 

In 1951, The New York Times had a remarkable 
article on the 100 greatest books of the preceding cen- 
tury. Careful study of these authors, however, would 
reveal that not more than eight of them could be called 
Christian, and they were not among the most influen- 
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to purge us of idols.” 
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tial. More than half were deliberately and vigorously 
antagonistic to Christian principles. 


UNBELIEF WITHIN THE CHURCH 


Moreover, while unbelief multiplies on every hand, 

the Church 
itself is being tragically weakened by betrayal from 
within. Two most recent illustrations of this will suf- 


Christian as well as Muslim countries, 


fice. 


Probably during the last 30 years, the outstanding single 
ecclesiastic in The Methodist Church has been Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, who retired from the active bishopric only 
He has been chairman (1939-44) of the Division of 
Educational Institutions for the Board of Education of The 
Methodist Church; from 1940 to 1948, in the same great 
denomination, he was chairman of the Commission on Public 
Relations and Methodist Information; while for eight years, 
1944-52, he was president of its Division of Foreign Missions. 
For many years, he was chairman of the Methodist Commis- 
sion on Chaplains. Bishop Oxnam also was on the Board of 
Trustees of numerous educational institutions and was the 
president of the Board of Trustees of Wesley Theological 
Seminary, Washington, D. C. He was a professor in the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, and also in the Boston Univer- 
sity School of Theology, and president of DePauw University 
for eight years. He has been a bishop in The Methodist 
Church since 1936 and has served as president of the Council 
of Bishops. In addition to the highest possible offices in his 
own denomination, he was president of the Federal Council 
of Churches from 1944 to 1946, and president of the World 
Council of Churches, 1948-1954. In his book, Testament of 
Faith (Boston, 1958), he not only ridicules the idea of the 
Virgin Birth and scoffs at biblical inspiration, but he em- 
phatically repudiates even such a truth as the atoning work 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. “I have never been 
the idea of justice to the place where someone else can 
vicariously pay for what I have done in order to clean the 
slate” Cp. 38). “They argue that God sent His own Son 
who died upon the cross and in so doing, satisfies God's sense 
of legislative justice. It simply does not make sense to me. 
It is rather an offense. It offends my moral sense” Cp. 41). 
“Must God have a sacrifice, the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world; as the Book says? No, no, I cannot think 
of it this way” (p. 42). And what is the bishop going to 
do with his sins? He tells us, “I cannot see forgiveness as 
predicted upon the act of someone else. It is my sin. I must 
atone” (p. 144). 

More recently, Bishop James A. Pike of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, bishop of the Diocese of California, in an 
article in The Christian Century (Dec. 21, 1960) says of the 
Virgin Birth: “I am inclined to believe it is a myth.” On 
the work of the Holy Spirit, he says: “I no longer regard 
grace or the work of the Holy Spirit as limited explicitly to 
the Christian revelation.” Of the Bible, he says, “It came 
along as a sort of Reader's Digest anthology.” But it is on 
the great doctrine of the Trinity that he most blatantly reveals 
his unbelief. “Take the Trinity—a doctrinal formulation which 
I did not question ten years ago. . . . I can’t see its permanent 
value. . . . I see nothing in the Bible, as critically viewed, 
which supports this particularly weak and unintelligible philo- 
sophical organization of the nature of God.” “In other words 
I believe totally in that which the formula is seeking to 
express; my belief is in God, not in men’s formulae about 


last year. 


able to carry 
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Him.” Like Bishop Oxnam, Bishop Pike has been active in 
educational work. 

The terrible significance of these denials of basic Christian 
truths is the more ominous in that the respective churches 
of these ecclesiastical leaders are so silent about it all. I do 
not know of one official organization in the whole of Metho- 
dism, or any group of ecclesiastical leaders within that church, 
that has had the courage (or even the desire) to speak out 
publicly and forcefully against such repudiations of the faith. 
Some Episcopal clergymen have recently declared publicly 
their full support of Bishop Pike. If bishops may deny the 
Faith, then certainly the clergy have the same privilege. 
Indeed, for the sake of harmony, why may not the day soon be 
upon us in which the bishop will urge his clergy to stand 
with him in his opposition to biblically-revealed truth? And, 
if those who are the ordained teachers and preachers of the 
Holy Scriptures no longer believe in the divine origin and 
absolute authority of the Word of God, surely the laity need 
not believe, and unless some other more wholesome influences 
are at work in their hearts and minds, they most certainly will 
not believe. 

The emphasis on myth, which has so powerfully 
gripped theologians on both sides of the Atlantic and 
has penetrated into many pulpits of the continent, ol 
course destroys confidence in and even need for the 
actuality of New Testament events which the Church 
has always considered undeniably historic. Modern man 
is not going to come under any conviction of his need 
of salvation through Jesus Christ if he can reduce the 
crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the Ascension to 
mythological nomenclature. 

Some denominations, by their own authorized and 
widely-distributed Sunday school literature, and study 
books assigned for teaching in church organizations, 
are sowing seeds of doubt as to the truthfulness ol 
many supernatural events in the Gospels. I have before 
me one on the Gospel of John which, in referring to 
the raising of Lazarus, says that this record may have 
four different interpretations, of which the view that 
it was an historical event is dismissed as the least valid! 
Other than that, it might be taken as just a piece ol 
fiction, or a misinterpretation, or a parable. Young 
people, mastering the laws of chemistry, biology, and 
physics, are not going to find the gospel of Christ 
powerfully appealing to them if they are being taught 
that what the New Testament sets forth is to be con 
sidered as superstition, or as spiritual truths couched in 
historical form but all the while decidedly unacceptable 
as history. 

The Bible is the Verdun of the Christian Church. 
Unless there is a definite reversal of the more powerful 


currents in modern thought, the Christian Church 
mav have to contend with a condition of universal 
repudiation of the pre-éminence and authority of the 
Scriptures, the uniqueness of Jesus Christ and his sal- 
vation, and of belief in the eternal, omnipotent, sov- 


ereign God. 
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THE BIBLICAL WARNING 


Yet, such a situation as this, of fierce antagonisms 
against our faith, need not take us wholly by surprise 
if we are careful students of the Word of God. The 
Apostle Paul said that Satan, the god of this world, 
has blinded the minds of men CII Cor. 4:7). Our 
Lord warned us again and again that there would 
come, with particular power at the end of the age, 
false prophets, false Christs, and false teachers (Matt. 
24: 11, 24; II Pet. 2:1). In fact, so the New Testament 
tells us, it is Satan who has deceived the whole world 
(Rev. 12:9; 20:3, 8, 10). Our Lord said that though he 
spoke the truth and was the Truth, Satan was a liar 
and the father of lies (see John 8:40-46; 15:26; 16:7, 
13). There is the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of 
error, and these two must ever be in conflict. Indeed. 
said the Apostle Paul, at the end of this age men 
would turn from sound doctrine and follow those who 
preached flattering and false gospels CIl Tim. 4: 1-4). 

Now we might well ask ourselves the question : 
Well, what of it? What if faith in the Bible does go? 
What if believing Christ to be the Son of God and 
the Saviour of men is to be, for the most part, erased 
from the convictions of humanity —what difference 
does it make? 

First of all, let men lose confidence in Jesus Christ 
as revealed in the Scriptures and we lose any satisfying 
knowledge of the true and living God. No religion 
in this world or philosophy or science dare talk to us 
with evidence about a God of love, and a God of holi 
ness, except that religion which is built upon the 
3ible. Our Lord said those who have seen him have 
seen the Father also. I remember when the atomic 
bomb was first exploded. Dr. Compton said, “Now 
we know there is a God.” What nuclear fission has 
to do with a knowledge of God, I wouldn’t know, but 
in all the years since none of these physicists, to the best 
of my knowledge, are echoing Dr. Compton’s words. 

Secondly, without faith in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, men will not have and cannot have a 
Saviour from sin who can make men walk in the 
liberty of the children of God, who is able to reconcile 
men unto God, and who can deliver them from the 
wrath to come. How foolish did so great a man as 
Emerson appear when more than 100 years ago he 
talked about looking for a new great Saviour from the 
West! The tragedy today is that most men don’t even 
believe that we need a Saviour; they think we need 
nobody but ourselves. Indeed with the loss of the liv 
ing conviction of a sovereign and holy God, and of 
life after death, the sense of the very need of a Saviour 
disappears too. 

Thirdly, without Jesus Christ, no man has any ade 
quate reason for real hope for the future. Our Bible 
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talks about the day when God is going to make this an 
earth of righteousness, when sin will be judged, when 
the supernatural enemies of mankind will forever be 
put away, when the dead in Christ shall be raised, 
shall be in the presence of God and possessed with 
eternal life. These are the things that will go if Christ 
and it 
, that men without Christ are with- 


out hope in this world (Eph. 2:12) 


goes. It has always been true, it is true today, 


will forever be true 


Is it not also true that if the Christian faith goes, 
along with the highest ethical principles ever known 
on earth, even those restraints that still exist, which 
tend to make men decent, honest, and truthful, will be 
removed, and we are already as lawless in thought 
and deed as we dare to be? Even such an atheist as 
Bertrand Russell would testify to this. In his lectures 
at Columbia University, which were published under 
the title The Impact of Science on Society, he apolo- 
getically confesses that the only hope for the world 
is in what is called Christian love. These are his words: 
“The things that it Cour age) must avoid and that have 
brought it to the brink of catastrophe are cruelty, envy, 
greed, competitiveness, search for irrational subjective 
certainty, and what Freudians call the death wish. The 
root of the matter is a very simple and old-fashioned 
thing, a thing sO simple that I am almost ashamed to 
mention it, for fear of the derisive smile with which 
wise cynics will greet my words. The thing I mean— 
please forgive me for mentioning it—is love, Christian 
love, or compassion. If you feel this, you have a motive 


for existence, a guide in action, a reason for courage, 
an impressive necessity for intellectual honesty. If you 
feel this, you have all that anybody should need in the 
way of religion. Although you may find happiness, 
you will never know the deep despair of those whose 
life is aimless and void of purpose; for there is always 
something that you can do to diminish the awful sum 
of human misery” (pp. 59 f.) And from what source 


does “Christian love” derive? It comes from faith in 


and obedience to Jesus Christ, and is revealed fully 
and truly only in aie Holy Scriptures. 

In saying that full confidence in the divine origin 
of the Bible and faith in the Word of God are being 
erased in our desperately critical and convulsive mid- 
twentieth century life is not to say, however, that the 
Word of God is itself in di unger of being extinguished. 
The all-powerful and eternal God himself has said, 
“I watch over my word to perform it” (Jer. 1:12). The 
Lord Jesus said that though “heaven and earth will pass 
away ... my words will not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 
I believe that! Peter was right that “the grass withers, 
and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord abides 
” (I Pet. 1:24, 25). Even when the beast and 
the false prophet bring together that great federation 
of demon-possessed kings at the end of this age to go 


forever 
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out and wage war against the Lamb, we are told that 
it is God himself who “has put it into their hearts to 
carry out his purpose by being of one mind and giving 
over their royal power to the beast, until the words of 


God shall be fulfilled” (Rev. 17:17). 
THE HOPE FOR REVERSAL 


What will bring about any reverse in this alarmingly 
growing mood of unbelief and denial? There is only 
one hope, so far as you and | know, and that is in a 
return to, a full confidence in, and a loving obedience 
to, the Holy Scriptures. Philosophy is not going to 
bring us to God—it never has. All the marvelous dis- 
coveries of nature are not leading us into a deeper 
reverence for God, and most of those engaged in these 
necessary enterprises do not even give God a thought. 
We talk about the coming of a new society for a new 
world, but if the next 50 years show the same graphs 
as the last 50, then we will have greater periods of 


destruction, more 


a higher crime rate, violence and 
racial hatred than the world has ever known. Who can 
judge and control the human heart but God alone? 
Certainly, no legislation of any government can bring 


And most of all, what is in the heart of 


us to God. 
men by unaided human nature is not going to give 
us a knowledge of God. The heart is desperately 
I shudder when I see posters on the bulletin 


boards of some churches that read 


wicked. 
“God is the best 
that is in you.” “I have told you the 
truth.” And then He asked the sad question, “If I tell the 
truth, why do you not believe me?” (John 8:45, 46). 

At the dawn of human history, 
to unfallen man were, 


Our Lord said, 


Satan’s first words 
“Yea, hath God said?” And our 
first parents, finally concluding that God had not said 
what they thought they heard, or at least, that what 
God said was not true, turned their backs on a right- 
eous Creator and led the human race into a subservi- 
ence to the father of all lies. Even Eve, within a few 
hours, confessed how tragic was her decision when she 
acknowledged that the serpent had deceived her. Satan 
is asking this more loudly, with greater sarcasm than 
ever in human history, and is appealing to the growing 
pride of man in his “yea, hath God said?” The answer 
man gives to that question will determine the destiny 
of his soul, and the answer that this age gives to that 
question today will determine more than anything else 
whether we will continue to rush into one great final 
overwhelming disaster, or whether there will remain 
still a time of grace and an opportunity for lost men 
to be saved, for men dead in trespasses and sins to be 
possessed with eternal life, and for those who are with- 
out hope to cry out, “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 


Christ from the dead” (I Pet. 1:3). 


END 
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he Methodist Church is engaged in a mammoth 
campaign to raise money for the support of its 
more than 100 colleges and universities. Something of 
the scale of the campaign is revealed by the goal ol 
5 million dollars set for Methodists in the one state of 
Alabama. The breakdown of this goal to local levels is 
suggested in the goal of $36,000-plus assigned to the 
one church served by the writer. The immense denom 
inational machinery of Methodism with its customary 
efliciency is rapidly transmuting the goals into quotas, 
and pastors and laymen are busily engaged in securing 
pledges to assure the quotas. 

The justification for this campaign for funds for 
colleges and universities related to the church is found 
in the phrase Christian higher education. Like most 
other private institutions, Methodist church-related in 
stitutions of higher education have been caught in the 
squeeze between inflation and increased enrollment. 
Substantial increases in financial resources are essential! 
if these institutions are to provide for growing student 
bodies and maintain high academic qualifications. 

The same economic facts of life that affect the edu 
cational institutions also affect the local church. There 
are problems of post-war inflation, enlarged budgets, 
and new building programs to accommodate growing 
memberships. It is understandable, therefore, that many 
Methodists are closely scrutinizing the word Christian 
in the phrase “Christian higher education.” Taking 
their cue from John Wesley, founder of Methodism, 
the Methodists have entered more extensively into the 
field of higher education than any other Protestant 
denomination. They have done so because they believe 
that Christian education incorporates something dis- 
tinctively valuable, something necessarily lacking in 
secular higher education whether public or private. 

More and more church members, however, have 
developed an uneasy suspicion that this distinctive 


Eugene Peacock is Pastor of Dexter Avenue Methodist Church 
in Montgomery, Alabama. He holds the B.A. degree from 
Millsaps College, B.D. from Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University, and honorary D.D. from Birmingham- 
Southern College. From 1946-60 he served on the Alabama- 
West Florida Board of Christian Education and from 1956-60 
on the Methodist Commission on Christian Higher Education. 





New Life for Christian Colleges? 


EUGENE PEACOCK 











CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


element in church-telated institutions of higher educa 
tion is much less obvious than they wish. They ques 
tion the soundness of their investment in the field of 
higher education in colleges and universities which, 
if their suspicion is justified, simply reproduce or dupli 
cate the kind of higher education available in secular 
educational institutions. 


COLLEGE AND CHURCH 


This raises anew the question, What is an institution 
of Christian higher education? What is the obligation 
of such an institution to the church whose name and 
sponsorship the institution claims? The president of 
one church-related college told the writer that his duty, 
as he sees it, is to administer the highest quality aca 
demic program his college can provide. He went on 
to say that the academic program should include ele 
mentary courses in the Bible and in religious education 
but that the obligation to the church did not extend 
beyond that point. He was firm in his insistence that 
the college should not be an evangelistic agency or 
engage in social crusades. 

To the writer such circumscription as this cannot 
be regarded as a satisfactory description of any Chris 
tian community. Certainly, the educational function is 
primary to any institution of higher education. But a 
church-telated college which professes to be engaged 
in Christian higher education, implies a Christian 
community devoted primarily to education. This pri 
mary purpose, however, cannot exclude other basic 
characteristics of a Christian community without seri 
ously damaging the community or even destroying its 
distinctive character. While the Christian institution 
of higher education must properly keep its educational 
purpose foremost, it must not exclude or minimize its 
involvement with the Christian faith and the Christian 
tradition and their basic components and concerns. 

The Christian community, whatever its central con 
cern, will also be concerned with the Christian faith 
and its correct interpretation through the biblical reve 
lation and sound doctrine. The Christian community 
will be concerned with the Christian ethic and its 
implications for the individual and society. The Chris 
tian community will be concerned for the human soul 
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and its relationship to Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
These basic concerns are minimum delineations of any 
Christian community irrespective of the special purpose 
for which it may be formed. 


FAITH AND FREEDOM 


It has been argued, and is argued still, that no educa- 
tional institution can commit itself to such a posture 
as that indicated above without imposing restrictions on 
academic freedom and encroaching on the academic 
integrity of the institution. This argument assumes 
that an educational institution can be operated without 
a basic commitment which envelops it within a faith- 
context. It is obvious that a pluralistic society cannot 
permit its publicly-supported educational institutions to 
commit themselves to sectarian religious posture. It is 
however, that some kind of com- 
mitment can be avoided. 


fallacious to assume, 
The secularistic assumptions 
which lie behind the public educational institutions 
comprise as definite a commitment to a world-view as 
does the word Christian in the term “Christian higher 
education.” The choice is not between commitment 
and no commitment. The choice is whether the com- 


The 


is com- 


mitment shall be made to this or that world-view. 
church-related institution by its very nature 
mitted to a Christian world view. 

This commitment on the part of the church-related 
college does not entail limitations on academic freedom 
or integrity, but it does entail the acceptance of the 
total responsibility of a Christian community. It does 
require, for instance, that the leadership both in ad- 
ministration and faculty shall be of persons committed 
to the Christian faith and life. While there may be no 
Christian physics or chemistry, there are Christian 
professors of physics and chemistry. Any educational 
process extends far beyond the classroom and the lab- 
oratory into the realm of human relations. It is in this 
extended area that the church-related college finds its 
distinction and this is a distinction which cannot be 
maintained unless the leadership of the community is 
unashamedly Christian. 

In the scramble for academically-qualified faculty 
personnel, this factor tends to be neglected. A faculty 
member in a church-related college acknowledged dur- 
ing religious emphasis week that, although he had 
taught in this college for several years, he was a man 
without a faith. On the same campus more than one 
student in private interviews stated that they had lost 
their faith since coming to the college and had found 
no one to guide them toward new faith. When I cited 
these cases to one administrator in a church-related 
college and also reported some instances where, to my 
knowledge, certain young men had been influenced to 
abandon their call to the ministry, he evaded the issue 
by saying that all the students had been exposed to 
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family and local church influences for at least 18 years 
before coming to college, and he added positively that 
the college is an educational, not an evangelistic, insti- 
tution. Such a reply simply evades the total responsi- 
bility of a Christian community. 


Similar issues arise when one reviews the relationship 
between church-related college and the sponsoring in- 
stitution. Admittedly, support for 
church-telated colleges has often been something less 
than generous, although this situation is now steadily 
improving. Nevertheless, the college that goes under 
the banner of a Christian denomination and appeals for 
support to the members of the denomination on the 
basis that it is “your Christian college” incurs obliga- 
tions to the sponsoring denomination. Among these 
obligations is due regard for the theological and ethical 
posture of the denomination. That this obligation is 
frequently ignored or glossed over is a fact well known 
to those acquainted with the church-telated college. 
A case in point is that of a church-telated college that 
severely reprimanded five male students, three of them 
candidates for full-time service in the sponsoring de- 


denominational 


nomination, for attending interracial meetings, and 
threatened the students with expulsion in the event 
they attended other such meetings or engaged in inter- 
racial activities. Their action was in harmony with the 
stated position of the denomination on interracial affairs 
and likewise of its general board of education. 


TIME FOR EXAMINATION 


We are not suggesting a spate of witch hunts and 
heresy trials on the campuses of church-related colleges. 
Church and college alike usually come off badly when 
such actions are prosecuted. We are suggesting rather 
that the churches and the church-related colleges make 
forthright and frank evaluations of their mutual re- 
sponsibilities to each other and that the church-related 
institution of higher education explore fully the impli- 
cation, in terms of the Christian community, of the 
word Christian in the designation “Christian higher 
education.” If this is to be interpreted, as seems to 
be the case in a number of instances, as meaning 
liberal education of a high academic quality with a 
rather casual bow in the direction of the church, then 
the church-related college can hardly justify its appeal 
for support on the basis of its distinction as a Christian 
institution, for this may describe some publicly-sup- 
ported institutions and any number of private, non- 
church-telated institutions. The only real reason for 
the existence of the church-related college is its dis- 
tinctively Christian character. In these times of re- 
surgent paganism, the need for Christian higher edu- 
cation assumes new and urgent proportion. Let church 
and college draw closer to each other to assure that 


this need will not go unmet. END 
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AS careful selection of 100 books is a good library 
beginning for many churches. 

Some books, of course, have more general and com- 
prehensive value than others. Which books are most 
useful depends in some measure on the local situation. 

The following list does not include volumes in sys- 
tematic theology: each congregation will know what 
key materials best define its distinctive denominational 
convictions. Nor does the list include recommended 
modern fiction. Such titles are actually a kind of spe- 
cialized service. CA checklist of 400 biblical novels by 
subject and character, for example, is available from 
BCH Publications, 1327 Ferndale Street, Anaheim, 

California, at $1.00.) Since a well-planned church 
library usually incorporates reading for all ages the sup- 
plementary booklist on pages 13-15 suggests some of 
the doves graded materials currently available. 

Arnold P. Ehlert, librarian of Biola College 
— Talbot Theological Seminary in La Mirada, Cali- 
fornia, and who helped organize the Church Libra- 
rians Association of Southern California in 1955, re- 
minds us that church libraries are really no recent 
development. Already in a.v. 303 they were con- 
sidered so important that Diocletian burned many of 
the book collections in his effort to destroy Christian 
literature. 


EARLY AMERICAN TRADITION 


A long history also surrounds the American Sunday 
school library. In 1821 the Female School of St. James’ 
Church, Philadelphia, opened a small library. St. 
Paul’s Sunday school in Baltimore listed 236 books in 
1829. By 1841 several Sunday schools boasted libra- 
ries of 350 to 400 volumes and by 1886 a Sunday 
School Library Association had been established 
this country. 

The modern church library movement however dates 
from around 1940-45 when the Southern Baptist Sun- 
day School Board began to develop church libraries and 
organized the Church Library Service. For over 15 
vears it published The Church Library Bulletin, now 
replaced by The Church Library Magazine. Other 
denominational groups followed with similar depart- 
ments. In the early 50s the Methodist Publishing 
House formed a Church Library Service and issued 
a bulletin called Bookmarks and also The Bookshelf, a 
Booklist for Church Libraries. Presbyterians in 1958 
advertised the Westminster Church Library Plan with 
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a manual. Nazarene Publishing House issued a man 
ual on the church library in the mid ’50s. In St. Louis 
the Christian Literature Commission of the Christian 
Board of Publication promotes a ten-year reading pro- 
gram called the Disciple Reader’s Plan. 


COVERING A BROAD RANGE 
“first 100 books” for a church library 


represent volumes presently available from their pub- 
lishers. This basic collection primarily stresses reading 
and therefore omits some of the more technical man- 
uals useful to teachers, youth leaders, and church work- 
ers generally. Most church libraries will systematically 
add such working tools, of course. The present list 
covers a broad range of subject matter. Obviously, in 
some cases other titles could be equally recommended; 
at best the stated selections are only representative. 
Denominational churches will be especially alert to 
materials from their own publishing houses, of course, 


The following 


and to possible cost discounts. Some groups also issue 
helpful librarians’ handbooks and even catalogues for 
the church library with books already classified accord 
ing to the Dewey Decimal System. 

Indeed, the church library is an exciting adventure 
in recognizing and meeting important responsibilities 
for its present and potential readers. An entire congre- 
gation, even a whole community, may experience ‘te 
far-reaching impact of an effective church library. It 
it is at all possible to organize a church library, every 
church should do so, but only with utmost spiritual 
dedication to the task’s requirements. (Note also the 
supplementary suggestions on pages 13-15.) 
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1937, 364 pages, $3.95. 

Pierson, A. T., George Miiller of Bristol. Revell, 
1941, 462 pages, $2.50. 

Wa ker, Frank D., William Carey. Moody, 1951, 
256 pages, $2.95. 


FICTION 


SrENKIEWICcz, Henryk, Quo Vadis. Dutton, 1960, 
448 pages, $1.95. 

Wattace, Lew, Ben Hur. Dodd, Mead, 1953, 491 
pages, $2.95. 
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Teaching Plan 
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...make every minute of the Sunday School hour count for Eternity! 
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Sunday School course that gratifies his doing a better teaching job with ALL-BIBLE 
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— church library can become big business. More 
of your people can read more of your books for 
more help in their interests and problems. How? 
Bring books to the people instead of people to the 
books. Getting the two together is the special job of 
departmental church libraries. 

These libraries are really samples of the main church 
library. Carefully selected for a particular group of 
persons, these miniature libraries of a dozen or so books 
supply Christian and church-related materials often 
unavailable in public libraries and often unknown to 
church members. Departmental libraries are traveling 
salesmen of the church’s ministry through reading. 

While the mechanics of this books-to-people program 
are simple, they presuppose good planning. In the 
first place, determine what groups could benefit from 
having their own branch libraries. Juniors? Youth? 
Young adults? Senior adults? There may be two, three, 
or at present only one. Your church school workers 
are perhaps best qualified to know. Second, designate 
what organizations, such as young people’s societies, 
missionary circles, men’s brotherhoods, and so on, logi 

cally incorporate these selected groups. The Junior 
High library, as an illustration, would issue books par- 
ticularly for this group in the church school classes, 
Sunday evening groups, and week-day clubs. Such co- 
ordination for a departmental library has side benefits, 
too. An alert leader soon discovers, for example, who 
attends club activities but not Sunday school, and vice 
versa. Third, establish the branch libraries in easily 
accessible quarters. The main assembly rooms of the 
Sunday school departments or adults’ regular meeting 
places usually offer sufficient space in attractive, famil 
iar surroundings. 

Obviously, the personnel in this program is very 
important. The main librarian, of course, alone or with 
a committee keeps an efficient, well-stocked central 
library and determines what books shall remain there 
for general circulation. She recommends which present 
book holdings and what new purchases are suitable 
for the departmental libraries. She recognizes that as 
additional books are requested by and supplied to the 
branch libraries, the total library service will increase 
both in quality and in volume. 

Departmental librarians, well-briefed by the main li- 
brarian on circulation techniques and library policy, 
are preferably teachers or assistants in the various 
church school departments. Better than anyone they 
know “what's going on” in their groups. More than any- 
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one they've probably said, “I wish I had a good book 
for Johnny on the social code,” or “Isn’t there some 
thing for Mrs. Jones on how to tell her children about 
death?” Through judicious direction of materials these 
workers reinforce their Sunday school teaching and 
that of the church as a whole. Too, they often gain a 
personal, strategic relationship with individuals and 
families that even the minister may lack. 

Departmental librarians help choose and vary book 
selections for their groups. They may recommend the 
purchase of new materials. Periodically they report and 
analyze circulation. They play a part, too, in encourag 
ing persons in their groups to share in shelving liste 
filing cards, making displays, or even giving book re 
ports. The greater the division of responsibility in the 
program, the more enthusiastic and contagious will be 
the use of the branch libraries 
brary as well. 


and of the central li 


With sites determined and bookshelves provided, 
materials for the branch libraries, after some prelimi 
nary processing, are transferred from the main church 
library. The librarian or some competent committee 
has already decided which books shall remain in the 
central library. In all other books paste a card pocket 
in the front to match that in the back. For this front 
pocket make a file card with book title, author's name, 
accession and call numbers to duplicate the card in the 
back pocket. In other words, all books circulating into 
the branch libraries have two card pockets and two file 
cards. Whenever a book goes to a branch library, the 
head librarian removes one of the file cards, records the 
name of the branch library to which it is issued, and 
the date of transfer. When a book is checked out in the 
branch library, the borrower's name and the book’s due 
date are recorded on the second file card which is then 
kept by the branch librarian. The main librarian there 
fore knows which branch library has a given book; the 
branch librarian knows who is using the book and 
when it is due. To recall a book for hon to another 
person or even to another branch library becomes an 
easy matter. 

Essential to the program’s success is good publicity. 
Regular announcements in departmental groups, per 
haps with reference to specific book titles, are assumed. 
Bulletin boards, posters, and library displays in various 
church locations give many others a visual impact of 
the nature and the value of the expanded library serv 
ice. At regular intervals church bulletin inserts reach 
even more people and accomplish several things: circu 
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Backed onto a few miles of beaches, 
pounded by enemy artillery and strafed 
by Stukas, the British army seemed headed 
for its worst defeat. But Hitler had made 
a fatal mistake! Here, based on interviews 
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with 1100 eyewitnesses, are the dramatic 
details of that fateful week, and an heroic 
civilian fleet which rescued a third of a 
million men! A $4.50 book condensed in 
the August issue of Reader’s Digest. 


How Grandpa Worked a “Miracle” 


With a strong will and soft-spoken ser- 
mons, Grandpa could turn almost anyone 
into a churechgoer. Except old Jed Isbell, 
who demanded proof that God was on his 


Your Words Give You Away— You are only making 
general conversation, you think, but here is how a 
trained listener can discover things about you more 
revealing than you might believe. Read how a tech- 
nique called “content analysis’ offers 7 ways to 


understand others better—and even yourself! 


North Americans, Share Your Democracy with 
Us!—‘“‘The decisive battle of the cold war will be 
fought in Latin America,” warns a friend of the U.S.A., 
former President of Costa Rica, “‘perhaps in the next 10 
years!’ Here are steps we should take immediately to 
make sure we win it! 

‘“‘Want the Wig?’’— Pointed advice from an expert: 
“Many married couples have learned that a joke can 
be the shortest distance between two points of view,’ says 
the inimitable J. P. McEvoy . .. and you'll surely 
want to find out how the wig got into all this... and 
whether or not you’d like to wear it! 


More than 40 fascinating 
articles and features 
in August Reader’s Digest... 
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side. Discover, in this amusing yet mean- 
ingful fiction feature, how Grandpa—and 
the Lord—finally managed to arrange 
some convincing evidence. 


The Duck That Took Milwaukee by Storm— 
Could a mallard duck compete with headlines about 
World War II? Gertie did. Could a duck, for 5 weeks, 
make Milwaukee more famous than its beer? Gertie 
did—overseas too! Here’s the wacky and wonderful 
story of a mother who achieved immortality. 


Obey That Impulse—‘“‘Every day, most of us stifle 
enough good impulses to change our lives,” says this 
author. And he shows, in this article reprinted by 
request, how you can improve your chances for success 
by acting promptly on these inner flashes, instead of 
waiting until they cool off. 


Prayer for Success — Many a parent has agreed that 
family prayers are an excellent custom but asked, 
“What prayer should we use?” In the August issue of 
Reader’s Digest you will find a beautiful example by 
Robert Louis Stevenson, which begins: “Lord, behold 
our family here assembled...” 


Now on Sale! 
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lation statistics indicate growing activity; lists of recent 
book acquisitions or an occasional well-written book re- 
view may bring new library inquirers; opportunity to 
contribute specific titles enlarges the circle of support 
ers. Here and there brief oral reports of visits by church 
leaders to the libraries and timely comments by the 
minister give a stamp of official approval and encourage 
ment. 

The primary purpose of this program, of course, is 
not to promote a specific activity for activity’s sake, but 
rather to demonstrate through that activity the Gospel’s 
relevance for all areas of life. Without the church’s 
original historic sponsorship of the Book and books we 
might still be grossly illiterate. Today's problem, at 
least in most of America, is not lack of books or of 
learning. Rather it is one of selective and pertinent 
reading. Departmental church libraries specialize in 
selective, pertinent books for special people with spe 
cial interests and needs. Try them to step up your 
circulation! 


Curistianity Topay offers the following list of de- 
partmental titles recommended by Miss Lois E. LeBar, 
Professor of Christian Education at Wheaton College. 


JUNIORS 


DeJonc, Meimpert, The Mighty Ones: Great Men and 
Women of Early Bible Days. Harper, 1959, 282 pages, $3.50. 

E1senBERG, AzrieL, The Great Discovery. Abelard-Schu 
man, 1956, 112 pages, $2.50. 

Haskin, Dororny C., Brave Boys and Girls of Long Ago. 
Baker, 1958, 61 pages, $1.50. 

Jounston, Dornorny Grunsock, Cathy and Carl of the 
Covered Wagon (series). Scripture Press, 1954, 104 pages, 
$1.50. 

Lupwic, Cuarves, Chuma (series). Scripture Press, 1954, 
72 pages, $1.25. 

Massey, Craic, Twig, the Collie. Zondervan, 1958, 121 
pages, $2. 

The Old Testament, illustrated by Marguerite de Angeli. 
Doubleday, 1959, pages unnumbered, $6.95, 

Pearce, Winirrep M., John Paton (missionary series). 
Zondervan, 1954, 96 pages, $1. 

SomMERLAD, Patricia J., My King and I: Devotions for 
Junior Youth. Moody, 1959, 128 pages, $2.25. 

Sr. Joun, Patricia M., The Tanglewood's Secret. Moody, 
1951, 250 pages, $1.50. 

Vos, Catnertne F., The Child's Story Bible. Eerdmans, 
1935, 732 pages, $4.50. 

Wuire, Paut, Jungle Doctor (series). Eerdmans, 1959, 
118 pages, $1.50. 


COLLEGE AGE 


Apotpn, Paut E., Triumphant Living. Moody, 1959, 127 
pages, $2.50. 

AMERICAN ScrENTIFIC AFFILIATION, Modern Science and 
Christian Faith. Scripture Press, 1948, 316 pages, $4.50. 

Cover, S. Maxwett, God's Will for Your Life. Moody, 
1946, 123 pages, $.39. 

Exuiot, Exvisanetu, Through Gates of Splendor. Harper, 
1957, 256 pages, $3.75. 
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Henry, Cart F. H., ed., Revelation and the Bible. Baker, 
1958, 413 pages, $6. 

Lewis, C. S., Mere Christianity. Macmillan, 1943, 175 
pages, $2.75. 

Pig, James A., If You Marry Outside Your Faith. Harper, 
1954, 191 pages, $2.50. 

\AMM, Bernarp, The Christian View of Science and Scrip 
ture. Eerdmans, 1954, 367 pages, $4. 

Rinker, Rosarinp, Prayer: Conversing with God. Zonder 
van, 1959, 117 pages, $2. 

Smatt, Dwicnut, Design for Christian Marriage. Revell, 
1959, 221 pages, $3.50. 

Taytor, Dr. and Mrs. Howarp H., Hudson Taylor's 
Spiritual Secret. China Inland Mission, 1932, 178 pages, $1. 

Tournier, Paut, The Meaning of Persons. Harper, 1957, 
238 pages, $3.75. 


YOUNG ADULTS 


CarnEL_, Epwarp Joun, The Kingdom of Love and the 
Pride of Life. Eerdmans, 1960, 164 pages, $3.50. 

Durr, Annis, Bequest of Wings. Viking, 1944, 214 pages, 
$2.50. 

Eavey, C. B., Principles of Mental Health for Christian 
Living. Moody, 1956, 326 pages, $4. 

Hurtcuinson, Exror D., How to Think Creatively. Abing 
don, 1949, 233 pages, $2.75. 

Lirrie, Sara, Learning Together in the Christian Fellow 
ship. John Knox, 1956, 104 pages, $1.25. 

Maves, Paut B., Understanding Ourselves as Adults. 
Abingdon, 1959, 217 pages, $2. 

Nee, Watcuman, The Normal Christian Life. Christian 
Literature Crusade, 1958, 275 pages, $2. 

Overton, Grace §., Living with Teeners. Broadman 
1950, 85 pages, $1.25. 

SHaw, Doreen and Jonnson, Martua, Your Children. 
Moody Pocket Book, 1957, 192 pages, $.50. 

Sweazey, Georce E., Effective Evangelism. Harper, 1953, 
284 pages, $3.50. 

Waryte, WiiuiaM H., Jr., The Organization Man. Double- 
day Anchor, 1956, 471 pages, $1.45. 


SENIOR ADULTS 


Boucueron, Pierre, How to Enjoy Life after Sixty. Denis 
Archer, 1959, 224 pages, $3.95. 

CarmicnaEt, Amy, Gold by Moonlight. S.P.C.K., 1935, 
182 pages, $3. 

Cowman, Mrs. Cuartes E., Traveling Toward Sunrise. 
Cowman Publications, 1952, 254 pages, $2.50. 

Dossins, Garnes S., The Years Ahead. Broadman, 1959, 
144 pages, $.75. 

Gieason, Georce, Horizons for Older People. Macmillan, 
1956, 137 pages, $2.95. 

Huime, WiiuiaM E., Counseling and Theology. Muhlen 
berg, 1956, 250 pages, $3.75. 

Lewis, C. S., The Problem of Pain. Macmillan, 1959, 148 
pages, $3.50. 

Nixsen, Maria, Malla Moe. Moody, 1956, 253 pages, $3. 

Reppatu, Aan, Victorious Praying. Revell, 1957, 151 
pages, $2. 

Tozer, A. W., Born After Midnight. Christian Publica 
tions, 1959, 142 pages, $2.75. 

Wuee cer, W. Recivatp, A Man Sent from God: Robert 
E. Speer. Revell, 1956, 333 pages, $3.95. 

Wuirte, Ernest, The Way of Release: For Souls in Con- 
flict. Christian Literature Crusade, 1947, 95 pages, $1.95. 
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Standard 
LESSON LITERATURE 


... your guide to more effective 
teaching for all age groups 








From nursery through adult, Standard Lesson Literature 
keeps Christ at the heart of each lesson. Presents the Bible 
as the Word of God. Carefully edited, attractively 

printed, colorfully illustrated. 





True to the Bible .. . true to the teacher . . . true to the 
pupil. Complete Scripture lessons, effectively presented, 

for complete understanding by pupils. Used in thousands 
of successful schools. 

















* NURSERY Uniform or graded for all age 
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. “Tciccmatinte) Graded Lessons, with educa- 
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¢ ADVANCED sion, provide a different lesson 
YOUTH for each Sunday from the time 
° ADULT the child enters the Nursery De- 


partment until the Adult level. 





Send for free samples of--Standard Lesson Literature. 
Specify Graded or Uniform and mention class level in 
which interested. Lesson digest or samples available for 
all Standard Literature. 
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he question whether modern Israel practices mere 
religious tolerance, coupled with periodic intoler- 
ances, rather than implenting the program of reli- 
gious freedom announced in the Proclamation of Inde- 
pendence, is a live one. Most Israel authorities inter- 
pret religious freedom as liberty to worship God as 
one pleases, but not as including the right to evan- 
gelize. While this interpretation lacks legal status, 
and is not formally announced for reasons of good 
public relations, it is candidly expressed at govern- 
ment policy meetings. “We don’t believe in mission- 
aries,” said one government spokesman. “Missionary 
activity is harmful to the peaceful co-existence of the 
community; it introduces religious tension. Let us 
Jews alone! Take your missionaries out! They threaten 
the stability of the nation and breed resentment!” 

For the Christian this sentiment represents an eva- 
sive and unworthy definition of religious liberty, one 
far different from that assured to minority groups in 
lands such as the United States where the freedom and 
right to evangelize across religious lines is defended and 
sought by Jewish as well as other religious leaders. For 
the Christian the worship of God includes obedience 
to the commandments, including Christ’s command to 
“go... into all the world and make disciples. . . .” To 
strip the Christian of this freedom spells religious in- 
tolerance. 

Israel expresses high esteem for religious influence 
and religious culture but implicity disdains any em- 
phasis on conversion. Liberal Protestantism has little 
trouble with such compromises. In Jerusalem, for ex- 
ample, 90 per cent of the YMCA membership is Jewish 
(non-Christian). When it was suggested that mission- 
aries meet for informal discussion of religious liberty, 
the YMCA refused them a conference room because 
their meeting might be viewed as political. One of the 
Y personnel suggested that Israeli visa restrictions be 
understood in the same way sovereign nations like India 
interpret their sovereign rights regarding missionary 
visas. Described as an evangelical missionary venture, 
the Israel-American Institute of Biblical Studies aroused 
serious misgivings among Israeli religious leaders. The 
venture gained co-operation only as a training school 
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for American preachers with some non-Christian He- 
brew professors as faculty participants to promote aca- 
demic discussion aimed at mutual understanding. The 
Institute distributes free upon request from its Ameri- 
can office (1046 Ridge Ave., Evanston, Illinois) the 
Israeli government publication Christian News, spe- 
cially oriented to the evangelical Protestant constit- 
uency, which manifests a live interest in Israel. 

The Jewish religion, historically, has had little inter- 
est in converting others. The same is true of Orthodox 
Judaism today in Israel, if not in America. In fact, there 
is little confrontation of the Jewish population with the 
necessity for personal spiritual decision. This is one 
reason—fully as much as the secular revolt against sab- 
batarian and other legalistic restrictions—why Jewish 
masses in Israel are not as a whole reached evangelis- 
tically by the claims of Old Testament religion, despite 
an interest in Scripture. The Orthodox Jew is a self- 
sufficient person; he thinks every Jew should meditate 
on the Book for himself. And he therefore lacks incen- 
tive for “breaking through” to his people. Even the 
children of the Orthodox drift easily into nonorthodoxy, 
especially after military service. Under these circum- 
stances one might think he would welcome evangelical 
Protestantism at least for its devout grasp of the Old 
Testament as living Scripture that has abiding personal 
and social relevance, in contrast to liberal theology’s 
critical views of Old Testament literature and theology. 
But because Hebrew orthodoxy has lost its hold (the 
Orthodox represent only 15 to 20 per cent of the pop- 
ulation) and because evangelical Protestantism appeals 
to both the Old and New Testaments and calls for per- 
sonal conversion to Jesus as Messiah, Protestant mission- 
aries apparently loom as a special peril to the Orthodox 
Jew. The conspicuous contrast between evangelical 
Christianity and modern Judaism (with its concentra- 
tion on historical rather than personal theological faith) 
became obvious in Israel during Evangelist Billy 
Graham’s 1960 ministry. 

Many Israeli spokesmen deny the possibility of sin- 
cere conversion, and view a Hebrew’s acceptance of 
Christianity as “motivated” (by material advantage). 
Hospitals, education, and welfare with the hidden hope 
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of conversion is contrasted negatively with the Jewish 
view of charity “without strings attached.” But Chris- 
tian compassion from the outset has been motivated by 
concern for and the special connec- 
tion between Christianity and sacrificial interest in the 
outsider, motivated by the Gospel, is a standing fact of 
history. 


“the whole man,” 


Nonetheless, Christian missions in Israel need 
to ask to what extent education and welfare programs 
are justified solely on the basis of conversion prospects, 
to the exclusion of a response to human need. On the 
Israelis who marry Gentile 
women who “convert to Judaism” (apart from which 
such marriages 


other side of the ledger, 


cannot be solemnized in Israel) tend to 
emphasize the genuineness of such conversions. The 
open exclusion of a sincere transition from Judaism to 
Christianity, the judg- 
ment which is then passed upon the early disciples of 


moreover, settles “in advance” 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

Orthodox groups usually control the Ministry of In- 
terior, Israel's immigration regulating agency; the pres- 
ent minister of interior is reportedly so learned in Juda- 
ism that he could qualify as a rabbi. Certain officials 
insist nonetheless that only fanatically religious Jews 
really oppose missionary effort, that Israel actually im- 
plements religious freedom “to the maximal extent that 
orthodox pressures allow.” Many Jews themselves re- 
sent certain pressures such as the requirement of rab- 
binate marriage, which exacts an affirmation of ortho- 


doxy. One tour guide who ridiculed the claim that the 


[sraeli population is “wholly Orthodox, but with various 
said that 
“70 per cent of the Israeli Jews are non-Orthodox and 
Such desires for 


degrees of observance and nonobservance,” 
most would prefer a civil marriage.” 
church-state separation do not, however, necessarily re- 
flect a full demand for religious freedom. The Jew has 
come to Palestine to escape persecution, much of it 
Whether Orthodox or non-Orthodox, he 
therefore tends to attribute his sufferings to Christian 
He wants to build a national bulwark 
against another such situation and fears any revival of 
Christianity in Israel. 


religious. 
vindictiveness. 
Hence, in some official circles 
open disdain for evangelism may really conceal a dis- 
quieting fear of evangelism. Obv iously then, reluctance 
over visas for Protestant missionaries should not be ex- 
plained only by Orthodox pressures; liberal Jews and 
They jus- 
tify antipathy for missionaries by reference to the reli- 
gious intolerances and persecutions of the past. They 
have not forgotten the Romanist Inquisition nor other 
crusades to “get ‘the Christ-Killers’,” and they shrink 
from a religious commitment which implies endorse- 
ment of via persecutions and intolerances. “For the 
first time in 2000 years we Jews can escape forced reli- 
gious conversion,” said one government spokesman. 
“Let us build our Jewish state and Jewish culture. If 
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free-thinkers also share this same aversion. 
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you need missionaries to minister to non-Jewish com 
munities, that is one thing. But to ask a Jew to ‘con 
vert’ produces an abnormal Jew; he is no longer fully 
at home with Jewish traditions and culture; his children 
are taught that what his forefathers and other Jews 
believe is not ‘the whole truth.’ That is destructive of 
the sense of Jewish community.” Moreover, many lead- 
ers expect of all their citizens a full “conversion” to the 
ideals of the State of Israel; for the Orthodox these 
ideals include revival of the Jewish religion. This think- 
ing prompts government agencies to diminish as much 
as possible the granting of visas to Protestant workers. 

On occasion, however, and for strategic reasons, the 
Foreign Ministry moderates the pressures of the Minis- 
try of Interior against missionaries. If the denomina- 
tion involved is large, and lodges protests through the 
American Embassy, Israeli decisions may be weighted 
by the factor of good will. A small interdenomina- 
tional group however is quite unlikely to gain such an 
expedient advantage. 


NOT A STATE POLICY 
Dr. Chaim Wardi of the Ministry for Religious Affairs 


presents a different perspective. He sees in Israel, where 
Jews are immune from repetition of past Christian per- 
secutions, good conditions for fresh Jewish-Christian 
relationships and for reversal of former misunderstand- 
ing and mistrust. He thinks a modus vivendi is being 
evolved, that further progress of gains made during the 
first 13 years of statehood for the cause of religious 
freedom is a likely prospect. 

Dr. Wardi concedes that “Jews are not in favor of 
Christian missionaries.” The Jewish people believe that 
Christian missionaries have produced anti-Semites, some 
of them virile and dangerous. Dr. Wardi notes that 
Jews converted to Christianity have sometimes been 
persuaded to leave Israel for Gentile lands. After the 
war of liberation, economic hardships encouraged some 
Israelis temporarily to join Christian church communi- 
ties in order to lessen the difficulties of the first years. 
Such “converts” brought little credit upon the mission- 
ary cause, even if for a season they provided encourage- 
ment to the “statistics seekers.” Missionaries involved 
in such nose-counting (Roman Catholics considerably 
more than Protestants) are considered unsympathetic 
to the State. They threaten the new State’s unity, which 
demands not diffusion but synthesis of interests and 
loyalties. Officials resent too the fact that some Catho- 
lic and Protestant missionaries offered food parcels in 
the early period of national poverty as a means of gain- 
ing converts from Judaism. 

Few of these missionaries become permanent resi- 
dents of Israel; most of them remain foreigners who 
cherish their passports. Many show little concern for 


the projection of Israeli culture; in fact, some mission- 
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aries seem devoid of understanding and appreciation 
for Jewish culture. In other cases, a missionary’s un- 
familiarity with the Hebrew langauge, or even his per- 
sonality, encourages misgivings. Missionaries who seek 
permanent visas after entering the country as “visitors” 
gain little respect from Israeli authorities, even if they 
feel driven to this evasion by present pressures. Now 
and then some individual missionary transgresses a 
minor law and thereby brings discredit upon the whole 
assembly of workers. More than ever Protestants must 
consider the matter of missionary qualification. As 
never before since the apostolic age Christianity needs 
competent people to pursue competent dialogue with 
Judaism in Israel, now the seat of a great university of 
Hebrew learning and the coming world center of 
Jewish culture. 

Personal prejudice, claims Dr. Wardi, does not gov- 
ern state policy or practice in respect to visas and reli- 
gious privilege however. At the same time that the 
Ministry for Religious Affairs and other government 
agencies were organized in 1948, the Department for 
Christian Communities was established. This group 
interprets Christian rights and needs to the government 
to see that the religious requirements of the Christian 
communities are satisfied. After centuries of dispersion 
as minorities, the Hebrews had become a sovereign 
majority with the moral problem of protecting other 
Shrines in Israel such as the birthplace of 
John the Baptist in Ain Karem, site of the Annuncia- 
tion in Nazareth and that of the Transfiguration on 
Mount Tabor, and the upper room of the Last Supper 
on Mount Zion were kept open and accessible. 

Despite these facts, says Dr. Wardi, “the government 
hasn’t done the slightest thing to hamper missionary 
activities. | haven’t any antipathy toward missionaries, 
and I am ready to say that both the missionaries and 
Jewish reaction have contributed to existing tensions.” 


minorities. 


INTER-FAITH OPPOSITION 


But the Committee for Inter-Faith Understanding in 
Israel and the World, of which R. J. Zwi Werblowsky 
is honorary secretary, “the existence of Christian 
the activity of Christian missionaries 
among the Jewish population” as “a veritable stumbling 
block in the way of healthy and brotherly Jewish- 
Christian relations.” At its founding session this com- 
mittee declared that “the absence of missionary activity 
of any kind is a condition of any effort to foster good 
relations between religious groups,” and it called upon 
the Protestant Council in Israel last year “to make a 
clear and unequivocal statement concerning the sus- 
pension of missionary activities of all kinds” in order to 
promote “religious tolerance” and “cordial Jewish- 
Christian relations.” In a letter this year to the United 


Christian Council in Israel, Werblowsky declared that 


views 
missions, Viz. 
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the missionary bodies “must know whether they want 
brotherly relations, based on mutual respect, sympathy 
and genuine understanding, between the Jewish people 
and Christianity, or whether they want converts. But 
they must also know that they cannot have both. . . . I 
feel it my duty to repeat with the utmost emphasis that 
any kind of missionary activity—perhaps even the very 
existence of missions—is bound to cause ill-will.” 


PRESSURES AGAINST MISSIONARIES 


In one case of refused missionary visas, appeal for re- 
consideration was immediately made to a higher office 
in the Ministry of Interior. Meanwhile, a plain-clothes- 
man (who described himself as from the police) came 
with a verbal order from the Ministry of Interior and 
demanded the missionaries’ immediate departure. 
Threatening police action and warning against delay, 
he ignored the explanation that an appeal to the office 
of the Ministry of Interior in Jerusalem was being proc- 
essed. Only when informed that the United States 
Embassy would be notified of this turn of events did he 
retract his order and suggest that the applicants wait 
for word from the Jerusalem office. When the U. S. 
Embassy made inquiry through the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, the Ministry of Interior replied that valid 
was based not on religious discrimination but on legal- 
ities, the applicant supposedly having disregarded visa 
expiration dates. But such applications had been made 
in advance of visa expiration. Since the Embassy had 
no access to the applicant's file, it was stalled from 
further inquiry. 

In another case of visa refusal, inquiry was made by 
the applicants to the Ministry of Interior and to the 
Department for Christian Communities in the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs. The Ministry of Interior gave this 
verbal explanation: 1. Refusal was not prompted by the 
applicants’ records, but because they represented a new 
church group seeking a foothold in the country. 2. Re- 
fusal therefore was based on the sponsoring board’s 
lack of long activity (prior to statehood). 3. New 
groups were not being allowed to establish a work. 

The verbal reasons reportedly given by the Depart- 
ment for Christian Communities in the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs were: 1. Property not formerly owned 
by a Christian group had been purchased in the name 
of a church in hopes of using this as a home base for 
Christian activities. 2. This would then become the 
base for establishing a new Christian church, and “we 
are determined to stop this.” 3. No already existing 
congregation of this denomination anywhere in the 
State of Israel needed or requested a pastor from the 
United States. 4. The objective was to create such a 
congregation out of Jewish converts, and this will not 
be tolerated. 5. The people of Israel do not want mis- 


sionaries and new mission groups. After inquiry a 
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spokesman for the American Embassy reported that the 
government's policy toward missions seems to operate 
on a quota system under which the personnel of one 
mission after another is periodically reduced by one mis- 
sionary family. Christian workers in Israel know the 
formula well: “you want to convert Jews; no present 
congregation demands you; we oppose expansionism.” 

In short, the Israeli government welcomes Christian 
tourists to Israel, to “fill in the gaps” of pilgrimages to 
the sacred sites, and it is enlarging hotel accommoda- 
It welcomes 
Christian conventions in Israel, the recent World Pen- 
tecostal Assembly in Jerusalem having been hailed as 
the largest such gathering in Palestine since biblical 
times. It welcomes Christian funds for the exploration 


tions for more and larger tour parties. 


of archaeological sites and investments for the develop- 
ment of natural resources. ‘But it has scant welcome for 
the Christian missionary, that is, to the Jew. This chilly 
atmosphere recalls the apostolic age only in its outward 
repression; it does not rise from a conscious alternate 
messianic conviction, with reference to Jesus Christ, as 
much as from a post-Christian resentment of Christian 
persecution. But the situation nonetheless dramatizes 
the question how the Jews, long a persecuted minority, 
will respond to minority rights now that they exist as 
a majority. 


UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES 


Winning the modern Jew to faith in Jesus Christ is 
everywhere difficult, but in Israel the task is even more 
arduous because of ethnic and religious pressures and 
materialistic visions of life. Orthodox Jewry, as indi- 
cated, is merely a minority commitment. The Jewish 
immigrants from Arab lands are mainly Orthodox; those 
from Europe both Orthodox and non-Orthodox; while 
American Jews (who have come in scant numbers) are 
sometimes deplored for “losing Judaism in Unitarianism 
and Ethical Culture” and of evading the force of Ben 
Gurion’s insistence that “every true Jew really means 
it when he prays ‘next year in Jerusalem 

Christian Hebrews are admitted to Israel with a per- 
manent visa simply as Jews. None has been disturbed 
when his or her Christian views have become known 
The Christian witness to Israel in the long run may 
therefore turn more upon the missionary dedication of 
Hebrew Christians than of Gentile Christians. The 
Gentile missionary lacks familiarity with Hebrew lan- 
guage and literature, culture and customs. The first 
Christian Hebrew family from America arrived in Israel 
only within the past year, although some missionary 
work has been done by individuals who are not “offi- 
cially” missionaries. 

To the modern Jew, Christianity often seems a reli- 
gion shaped by Greek, Byzantine, and Latin develop- 


ments of the West, and very remote from Judaism. 
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Protestant Christianity represents an extensive revolt 
against these medieval developments, yet there is not at 
the present time, on the usual Protestant basis, a single 
Hebrew-Christian church in all Israel. The conviction 
is growing that the Protestant mission to the Jews will 
succeed only if it creates a Hebrew form of Christian 
worship with roots in the Book of Acts and the ancient 
Judaeo-Christian community, a pattern eliminated by 

the medieval church more than 15 centuries ago. One 
of the strongest Christian works is the Messianic As- 
sembly of Israel (Pentecostal). Its founder 13 years 
ago was W. Z. Kofsmann. A Hebrew who worked for 
the French government in French West Africa, he was 
led to the Messiah by a missionary personally sharing 
his love for the Jews. At first government authorities in 
Jerusalem refused to recognize Kofsmann’s assembly 

But he sought no “favor,” only “rights,” explained Kofs 

mann, and stressed a spiritual tie to the early Church 
in the assembly's Pentecostal emphasis. Today the ef- 
fort is recognized as autonomous, with 55 active Chris 

tian Hebrew members. The assembly publishes a news- 
paper for Hebrew readers, although Kofsmann at one 
time was threatened with imprisonment for starting it 
without permission. 

Missionaries who seek merely to transplant branches 
of “Western” churches to Israel are easily viewed as 
“outsiders.” Assuredly Jewish culture has mainly tended 
to express itself in a Western democratic-capitalistic 
framework, left somewhat insecure in Israel by the large 
influx of Jewish immigrants from Moslem lands. But 
in religion, most forms of Judaism—however modified— 
reflect Hebrew rather than post New Testament Greek- 
Latin-Germanic-Anglo-Saxon roots. The feeling that 
the Christian and Hebrew religions are divergent alter- 
natives militates against the Christian witness. Mission 
ary representatives of established denominations labor 
under still another disadvantage, namely, the mulkti- 
plicity of competitive Christian denominations which 
confuses the Hebrews. Since arrangements are not 
feasible in a land of only 8,000 square miles, one- 
ness is more imperative than on other fields. But in 
Israel efforts at unity have been resisted. A three-year 
attempt by a European Hebrew Christian to promote it 
among the missionaries ended in failure, despite the 
fact that unification seemed imperative simply as a pro- 
tective device. Evangelical fragmentation (let alone 
Christian disunity) actually perpetuates the weakness 
of the Gospel witness and exposes missionary leader- 
ship to easy opposition. 

In one area some 20 Christian Jews meet periodically 
in private homes for Bible study and worship, and in- 
vite other Jews. To avoid ill will, this group shuts the 
windows when hymns are sung. Their profession of 
Christianity has made some workers undesirable to 
their employers, Christian Hebrews being resented for 
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“depriving” non-Christian Jews of work. Although such 
pressures are private and indirect, rather than official, 
they help to explain the fact that, in addition to the 
250-300 open believers, there are estimated to be again 
as many believers in Israel—-known as such to 
relatives and to Christian missionaries but not to their 
employers and fellow workers. There are other ob- 
stacles to the full expression of Hebrew-Christian con- 
viction, such as the lack of Christian schools for Hebrew 
children, and of young people’s societies. As a con- 
sequence, children of Hebrew-Christian parents seldom 
follow in their steps. In these discouragements some 
Hebrew-Christian families every year emigrate out of 
frustration, while government officials view this as evi- 
dence that Christian commitment detaches Hebrews 
from national loyalties. 

There is need for bold restudy of the Christian ap- 
proach to the Jew. Christianity is not an interloper; it 
accepts the Old Testament, and is ready to discuss the 
Christian claim on this basis (“If you believed Moses, 
you would believe me, for he wrote of me,” John 5:46). 
Che Jew is not being invited to receive a new God, but 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of 


promise and fulfillment. The Jew is not being urged to 
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receive a Gentile Messiah, but the promised Jewish 
Messiah. The Jew is not being pressured to become a 
Gentile; when a Jew comes to the Messiah, he does not 
cease to be a Jew, but a Jewish believer—and there is 
surely no need, on this basis—for him to separate him 
self from his people. The Jew is not being asked pri 
marily to become a Baptist, or a Scottish Presbyterian, 
or whatever else, but simply a Messianic Jew. Devout 
Jews and devout Christians are both waiting for Mes- 
siah to come—the latter for his return in glory. Such 
emphases reflect an understanding of the times in the 
outreach to the Israeli Jew. They dispel the misimpres- 
sion that in order to become a Christian the Jew must 
cease to be a Jew, and remind him that, in the discovery 
of his Messiah, the Jew becomes in the profoundest 
sense a son of Abraham. 

The timidity of the Christian missionary in Israel, be 
he Gentile or Jew, is one of the strange ironies of the 
age. The early apostles experienced and endured Jewish 
hostility beyond that known by the Christian task force 
today. Nobody languishes in prison, nobody’s life is in 
danger, nobody has been beaten and stoned for his 
faith. That may be one reason the modern Israeli does 
not take the Christian missionary too seriously. END 
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each lesson. Teaching help, too, is rich in variety and content, 
including worship ideas, chalkboard suggestions, object lessons, 
and discussion questions. The lessons are undated, and are “open 
stock” at any time after publication. You may wish to follow the 
International Uniform Outlines. Or you may use these excellent 
courses to build an elective Sunday School program, or for Sun- 
day evening training or midweek classes. 
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For young people: 
New award editions of 
NELSON ESV Bibles 


Give your young people Nelson’s illustrated editions of the 
Revised Standard Version Bible with, for the first time, the words of 


Christ printed in red. Each includes 12 illustrations, 12 maps, a presen- 
tation page and a family record, all in color. Your choice of editions: 


Black imitation-leather binding with Black leatheroid binding with zipper 
64 pages of Bible Helps... .. $4.00 

Same as above in white imitation White leatheroid binding with zipper 
NIG Atninte a cacis.e cde Be § cscs WA akekaldiedewes $5.75 


=a 


Black genuine leather, gold edges. . . $7.75 


Special award and promotion Bibles: (deal for use 
in Sunday School and in Bible study groups. Each Bible has 12 
full-color pictures, 12 six-color maps and a three-color presenta- 
tion page. 
Bound in cloth with 2-color jacket Black leatheroid binding 

sf 


Black imitation leather with 64 pages 
of Bible Helps, ribbon marker . . . $3.75 


For younger children, BIBLE READINGS FOR BOYS AND 
GIRLS — Selections from the RSV Bible, designed to bridge the gap 
between brief Bible storybooks for children, and adult Bibles. 125 


pictures by Lynd Ward, 18 in full color, 256 pagés, $3.00. 


Ask to see these Bibles at your denominational publishing house or bookstore. NELSON 
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READINGS THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


er hen Exclusive publishers of the RSV Bible 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 





LITTER 


Bert the custodian is having problems 
again. Not the bottle; the bottles. It all 
came at once. There was the Saturday 
picnic on the church grounds. Thunder 
showers disrupted the clean-up operation, 
and Bert returned from vacation to face 
an acre of no-return root beer bottles, 
cans, soggy paper plates, plastic spoons, 
and aluminum foil wrappings. A dis- 
agreeable chore—but that was not Bert's 
problem. He didn’t mind picking it up, 
the difficulty was in storing it all. Bert 
was raised in the heather. He never wore 
a disposable diaper, doesn’t use Kleenex, 
and has not surrendered to the planned 
obsolescence of an economy of abun- 
dance. 

He drives his pick-up truck with a 
sharp eye for valuable objects in rubbish 
cans. In the truck there will be a wagon 
with a missing wheel, a rusty wrench, 
and perhaps a refrigerator door. 

Of course he saves paper, string, 
aluminum foil, plastic dinnerware, and 
bottles. It happens that his cubicle in the 
church basement couldn’t hold another 
bottle. 

Now Bert had spent his vacation mov- 
ing. Naturally his life-long collection of 
usable material is immense. He only 
moved four blocks, but he moved every- 
thing. He moved everything over the 
hill and over the determined opposition 
of his married daughter. There had been 
a crisis, though, about the bottles, and 
when Bert came to work, his truck was 
loaded with bottles. 

Under the circumstances he didn’t 
appreciate the signs the young people 
had posted in the basement. “Every litter 
bit hurts” was over the door of his shop. 

Rubble trouble?” “Stash that trash!” 

The pastor finally calmed him down. 
Pastor Peterson remembers the twelve 
baskets of fragments saved after the feed- 
ing of the five thousand—a miracle of 
abundance but not of waste. But he re- 
minded Bert that even in the Gospels old 
bottles are expendable. EUTYCHUS 


AS LUTHER NAILED 


About ten minutes ago, the mailman 
brought the July 3 issue of CurisTIANITY 
Topay . . . I started with . . . “Evan- 
gelicals and Roman Catholics” by James 


tihaaiined ieatenatneteanninaiieeninannmnicnenplatichtninbinantingiiicngipiay 


W. L. Hills. Before I continue to read 
the other articles, I must sit down and 
write you that the author of the article 
should be commended publicly. As 
Luther nailed his 95 theses on the 
church door at Wittenberg, should 
this article be nailed on the door of every 
Protestant church and the study of every 
Protestant minister to remind them and 
their lay members of their God-given 
task as heirs of the Reformation caused 
by the will of God. Especially the re 
tired Church of England Archbishop Dr. 
Fisher and people sharing his infatuation 
tor Rome should heed the article’s ad 
monitions written and filled with a spirit 
of true Reformation faith, based upon 
the pure word of the Bible. 

Rupoien Fracneartrn 
Nativity Lutheran Church 
Windsor, Ont. 


Having returned from a busman’s holiday 
in Europe, I found on my desk the July 
3rd issue of Curistianity Topay. . 

I must say that I am not an evangelical 
and that, therefore, I do not agree with 
much that is written in CHRISTIANITY 
Topay. At the same time I admit that I 
find it stimulating . . . simply 
because it ably presents doctrines I can- 
not accept. Some of your articles 
make my Anglican hair curl—whatever 
there is left of it! .. . 

I do not think that anyone would 
argue the fact that a reform was neces- 
sary. Even Roman theologians would 
assent to this. But in an effort to heal the 
Body of Christ, which is the Church, 
was it necessary to break that Body? 
Calvin or Luther could have gone to 
Antioch or to Constantinople as the 
second-generation Hussites did, thus pre- 
serving unbroken the continuity within 
the Body. . » » Mr. Hill states: “Roman 
Catholicism is cleverly portrayed as the 
true Church having an unbroken line 
from Jesus Christ to the present day.” It 
isn’t “clever” but it is true. It is also true 
of Anglicanism, of Eastern Orthodoxy, 
of the Swedish Lutheran church, of the 
Old Catholic church, to name but a few 
branches of the unbroken River, the 
streams whereof make glad the City of 
God. 

Protestantism in France and 
Germany is, by and large, pompousls 


irrelevant. The one great ray of light 
found at Taizé, near Cluny. There, a 
French Protestant Monastery of some 40 
monks, consisting of both Evangelical 
pastors and laymen of many denomina 
tions and nationalities, is working toward 
a real ecumenical unity through a liturgi 
cal renewal movement which endeavors 
to return to the bosom of Protestantism 
some of those common elements of Chris 
tian heritage which the Reformers in 
their righteous zeal often removed with 
legitimate abuses. 

Enrico C. S. Motnar 

Canon Registrar 

[he Diocese of Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, Calif 


[his article only confirms my belief that 
Protestantism is negative and that if 
“Roman Catholics” lack what you call a 
‘radiant assurance of salvation,” this 
could be better attributed to their true 
devotion to the Holy Cross and what this 
really means. All of the Mysteries are 
not joyful; neither is the fact of sin, 
being my fault, my own fault, my own 
most grievous fault. Wuri1am H. Pau 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Waretown, N. J. 


It strikes me as the best thing I've ever 
read on the Protestant-Catholic problem. 
Dunsmuir, Calif. D. E. Erickson 


THEME OF THE 4TH: FREEDOM 


Most timely at the 4th of July, when we 
are giving thanks to God for our free 
dom, is your article on “The Communist 
Peace Front” (July 3 issue). The ac 
count you give is an excellent brief sum 
mary and sets the names of the outstand 
ing “stooges” and “dupes” in very clea 
focus. . . . | wish every minister 

in the U. S. could and would read this 
summary. 


Clinton, Iowa Joun M. Ruame 


A LOADED GUN 


Addison Leitch has a point (July 3 is 
sue). The statement on alcohol from the 
General Assembly of our United Presby 
terian Church meeting in Buffalo differs 
in an important basic point from the state 
ment of the 1950 General Assembly . . . 
which met in Cincinnati. At that time 
we said, “Adults in our churches should 
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NEW PRIMARY COURSE 
BY DAVID C. COOK 
GIVES YOU 


all key steps 
to successful 
teaching 


@ EVERY LESSON ORGANIZED IN A PRACTICAL WAY TO GIVE 
THE TEACHER MORE HELP AND AUTHORITATIVE GUIDANCE 


@ EVERY LESSON DESIGNED TO HELP PRIMARIES LEARN AND 
LIVE BIBLE TRUTHS 
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If you’ve ever felt that your present Sunday School lessons introduce worship. New lesson-correlated songs, prayers to 
lack the kind of organization and teaching help you need use, ways to explain the reasons we worship. 

.-.or if you find the course you’re now using falls short of : . 

providing the right kind of Bible background for your 4. How to make the Bible story live. Tips for getting in- 


pupils, then you'll want to see this all new course by terest and attention, developing the story step-by-step so 
David C. Cook. your Primaries are sure to understand and respond to it. 

Everything about the course is new, from the organiza- Questions and comments to help make clear the lesson 
tion plan and curriculum to the lesson materials. And every points. How to use new Teaching Pictures, 


new idea, every new technique has been pretested under z 
actual classroom conditions to insure its effectiveness. In- 5 How to clinch Bible truths through lesson-correlated 


deed, every feature in the course is planned to help make activities. Learning by doing, through new handwork proj- 
teaching more successful, make Bible study truly meaning- ects in “Color ’n Do Stories,” memorizing with a plan, 
ful for your Primaries. And one of the most important fea- optional handwork for extra sessions, how to make the best 
tures of the course is the Six-Step Teaching Plan. use of the take-home paper. 


1 How to simplify lesson planning. A wealth of ideas, infor- G tow to evaluate yourself as a teacher. Ways to review 


mation and background for the lesson, including optional results after the lesson. Ideas and Scripture references for 
materials for longer sessions. Bible background is supplied, encouragement and rededication. E . 
facts about Bible characters, maps, and ideas to highlight These six steps are just a part of this all-new Primary 
both the Bible story and its life application. Course. You ll also be interested in the unique new expand- 
ing-year curriculum, new ‘Parallel Grading,” vocabulary- 
a How to gain greater pupil interest. Lesson-correlated controlled Bible stories, original songs, graded handwork, 
ideas to help teachers greet pupils in a meaningful way, and through-the-week home-learning plan. Everything 
and to get them into a receptive frame of mind for the you’ll want to know is contained in the Primary Lesson 
day’s Bible teaching. Evaluation Portfolio, along with samples of each publica- 
tion. Just send the coupon below, or see your local Christian 
3 How to make worship more meaningful. Unique ways to book store. 
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recognize their responsibility to provide 
a good example in sobriety and godly liv- 
ing by practicing and advocating com- 
plete abstinence from the use of alco- 
holic beverages.” Today, according to the 
Buffalo assembly, while church members 
are encouraged in the practice of volun- 
tary abstinence, the Presbyterian who 
abstains and the Presbyterian who drinks 
are to respect each other and “construc- 
tively work together in dealing with the 
problems of alcohol.” The change made 
from the Cincinnati document is disturb- 
ing. Then we placed a responsibility on 
our members for complete abstinence. 
Now we only encourage them toward 
that goal. Let’s face it. In the 11 years 
that have elapsed between the two state- 
ments issued respectively by the Cincin- 
nati and Buffalo assemblies, either the 
peril of alcohol has diminished (hardly!) 
or more Presbyterians are drinking 
‘rather obvious!). The only question that 
I had in reading Leitch’s potent article 
was this: does our church really know 
that alcohol is a loaded gun? 

Plainsboro, N. J. C. K. Srory 


It requires a million new drinkers each 
vear for the whiskey interests to maintain 
their level of drinkers. For that million 
they turn to our young people and our 
would-be church members. The decision 
of the Assembly will certainly furnish 
excellent publicity for whiskey-beer-wine 
industry. 


Kearney, Neb. C. T. Ryan 


TRAINING OF PASTORS 


Thank you so much for Roy Burkhart’s 
stimulating and perceptive article (July 
3 issue). . . . I now serve on my semi- 
nary’s board of trustees and intend to 
see that the 10 suggestions are seriously 
considered. Wiiiwm C. Core 
University Baptist Church 

Long Beach, Calif. 


An old man, at 85, perhaps I should not 
be so troubled about it; but I have read 
Dr. Burkhart’s article with a deep sense 
of shock, and of tragedy. . . 

My own experience of the ministry is 
very much at variance with the tragic 
incidents and cases which the article 
suggests. When I came to Boston in 1922 
to edit The Congregationalist, it was 
after years in four pastorates, and two 
years as a probationer under two dif- 
ferent superintendents. . . . I discovered 
that there were “career” men, whose 
worship of an honorary degree seemed 
more real than their worship of God; and 
men of frustrated ambition who were 
discontented in their lowly parishes. But 


I think such ministers were very much 
the exception. . . . 

I thoroughly agree with . . . [Dr. 
Burkhart’s} suggestions for the semi- 
naries, with considerable emphasis on 
“therapy sessions.” 
Newton Center, Mass. 


W. E. Gitroy 


TAKE NOTHING FOR GRANTED 
Robert H. Reardon 


in the July 3 issue was interesting read- 
ing. So was the comment by Dr. John A. 
Morrison. But both Dr. Reardon in his 
writing and Dr. Morrison in his criticism 
missed the real content of every evangeli- 
cal sermon: the Gospel. For all the in- 
adequate and unworthy sampling answers 
to the question, “What do you think?” 
the sermon neither stated nor answered 
life’s greatest question, “What must I do 
to be saved?” People may have been fasci- 
nated, but if they did not know Christ 
when they came they did not know him 
when they left. 

We can take nothing for granted, not 
even with our most consecrated laity—or 
preachers. Always there is the temptation 
to depend for eternal life on the fact that 
we “have been willing to put on the 
altar our lives and our resources.” 

A good rule for the evangelical preach- 
er: Never shall a man who comes to 
hear me preach be able to say when he 
leaves that he has not heard that (1) he 
is a sinner, and that (2) Jesus Christ 
paid the price of his sins, and that (3) 
“whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.” 

Ernest R. Drews 
Jehovah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
St. Paul, Minn. 


VOTING ON THE UNSEEN 


I rejoice. in the report of the two-day 
Chicago meeting of the General Board 
of the NCC (News, July 3 issue). It is 
precisely at the point of Dr. Van Dusen’s 
disagreement with Dr. Blake that many 
earnest Christian ministers and laymen 
fear the “Blake-Pike” plan for organic 
church union. Too many actions are 
taken and pronouncements made by the 
device of “blind” voting on matters that 
merit careful and prayerful study. The 
phenomenon of “voting on what has not 
been seen” is all too prevalent in the 
United Presbyterian Church now and 
would only increase in a new “super- 
church.” Let us make haste to pray for 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit in all 
these matters and be slow in sanctions 
for “organization men.” 

JoserpH MacCarroiy 
Central Presbyterian Church 
Norristown, Pa. 


The sermon of Dr. 
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ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 


How can such a book as Curt Kuhl’s—if 
I read the review correctly (July 3 issue) 
—be recommended as “an excellent tool 
for both pastor and layman”? Why 
should reading” when 
Scripture tells us to avoid profane and 
vain babblings and oppositions of science 
falsely so called? E. P. Scnutze 
The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 


Peekskill, N. Y. 


t “receive wide 


BENEVOLENT SEALS 


I was struck by . . . the “SV Plan” on 
which Eutychus and Associates are pres- 
ently working (Eutychus, June 19). 
There is already a stamp plan for 
churches and charities, operating today. 
It is called the “Community Benevolent 
Seal” Plan. It is a copyrighted plan de- 
veloped by a group of men of which | 
am a member. . . . The Plan has now 
been developed to such an extent that we 
are in the process of moving it on a 
national level. . . . We can use all the 
moral help available. Ropert G. Sater 
Vice-President 
Community Benevolent Seal Co. 
Seattle, Wash. 


@ Thank you, Mr. Salter. To offer you 
a modicum of moral help, Eutychus ‘As 
sociates are withdrawing all plans for 
Spiritual Value stamps. Since we're 
strictly a fictional group, our planning is 
quite flexible. Best wishes to CBS. 
Let us know when the first church is 
built with Benevolent Seals.—Eutrycuus 


No one gets trading stamps as a “gift.” 
The consumer pays for every one of 
them. If the retailer gave a discount in 
cash for those who do not collect TV 
stamps the non-user would not be paying 
extra prices for the things he buys. The 
trading stamp is a delusion and a snare. 


H. Hawkins 
The Order of The Holy Cross 
West Park, N.Y. 


HEAVEN AND EARTH 


I most emphatically agree with the state- 
ments in “Current Religious 
Thought” (June 19 issue) in that the 
New Testament does teach of a new 
heaven and a new earth, and that true 
Christianity is therefore very much in- 
terested in the earth. It will be so new 


that there will be real geographic 
changes, for Revelation 21:1 states that 
there will be no more sea. . . . However, 


I must agree with Martin Buber that at 
least the majority of Christianity today 
teaches a kind of Platonism. This is 
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Guarantee Your 
Insurability! 


by Andrew Hobart 


President, 
Ministers Life & Casvelty Union 









Many people put off buying in- 
surance until ‘‘tomorrow.”’ They 
are presupposing two things: First, 
they will still be living and second, 
they will still be insurable. 







No man can reliably predict his 
time of uninsurability. It’s a stage 
that is reached at some time in 
everyone’s life—brought on per- 
haps by acute illness, an accident, 
a change in employment or just 
the attrition of growing older, 






















When you become uninsurable, as 
we all do, it means the end of plans 
to build adequate insurance pro- 
tection. But here are some ways 
you can look ahead and guarantee 
that this end will not happen to 
yOU... 


You may insure now on per- 
manent plans of insurance for 
the entire amount you will need, 
This requires careful planning, 
You must consider family 
growth, cost of living increases 
and all other factors affecting 
the amount of insurance needed 
for the future protection of your 
family and you. 


If your budget will not stand 
such a large immediate expendi- 
ture, investigate term insurance 
policies which offer protection 
over shorter periods of time, 
Some term policies are converte 
ible to permanent insurance 
without proof of insurability. 


Also many insurance companies 
have riders available by which 
you qualify only once and addi- 
tional amounts of permanent in- 
surance are available to you re- 
gardless of your health. 


Write Ministers Life for complete 
information on guaranteeing your 
insurability and planning a secure 
future through insurance, 
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AAINISTERS LIFE 
and casualty union 


3100 west lake st. « minneapolis 16, minn. 
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found primarily in their teaching of the 
intermediate state of the dead, that 
either the soul or the spirit live and have 
a conscious existence in death. .. . I 
believe that immortal life is given at the 
and that 
until then man is, as it were, asleep or 


second coming of Jesus 


nonexistent. .. . 
Defiance, Ohio Me vin E. Matuers 
The dimensions of the present grace are 
not restricted to earth alone. The riches 
of His grace are intended to affect the 
heavens as well. The sovereignty of the 
earth belongs to Israel according to the 
prophets and our Lord. The sovereignty 
of the heavens is the realm of His body, 
the theater of display of the untraceable 
riches of the Christ. Between the two, 
the entire universe will be headed up in 
the Christ. 

Ft. Pierce, Fla. Cuarves LAMB 


FOOTNOTE TO A LAMENT 


You have unjustly attacked me. Your 
attack has hurt my work. Your attack 
was untrue and false. 


Tulsa, Okla. 3inty James Hancis 


@ Mr. Hargis refers to an editorial (May 
22 issue) in which CurisT1ANtry Topay 
lamented the fact that churchmen today 
sometimes spend more energy attacking 
anti-Communists than attacking commu- 
nism. In passing, the editorial added: 
“We have no sympathy with wild gen- 
eralizations, whether made by the Mc- 
Intires, the Hargises or others. The best 
way to handle those who spend half-time 
denouncing churchmen and half-time de- 
nouncing communism is hardly to major 
in denouncing anti-Communists.” Mr. 
Hargis seems to feel we failed to practice 
what we preach. If so we regret it.—Ep. 


A PENTECOSTAL EXPLAINS 


Thank you for your article on the Pente- 
costal World Conference (News, May 
22 issue). You will be interested in our 
explanation of some of the points raised 
in this article. . 

Paragraph Six: “It has grown to repre- 
sent a virile segment of Christianity 
which ecumenical leaders have described 
as ‘the third force.’ ” 

Ecumenical leaders listed the Pente- 
costal denominations as a part of the 
“Third Force” only in terms of growth, 
world-wide scope, etc. It also listed other 
groups not Pentecostal, even in some 
cases, bordering on being cults. It should 
be noted that while we perhaps “operate 
outside classic Protestantism,” we are 
much closer to traditional Protestantism, 
theologically, than we are to many of the 
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so-called “Third Force” denominations. 
While the socio-cultural appeals of the 
Pentecostal denominations “reach” below 
the middle class, it is by no means 
limited to this level of society. 

Relative to the size of the Pentecostal 
churches, the 12-member denominations 
in the Pentecostal Fellowship of North 
America alone have 938,871 members 
with a Sunday school enrollment of 
1,576,867. However, this is in no way 
an indication of the size of the world: 
wide Pentecostal movement. As an ex: 
ample, the Assemblies of God alone has 
a U. S. membership of 508,602 with a 
foreign membership of 985,241. 

Paragraph Seven: “. . . many Pente- 
costal leaders are restudying the move 
ment’s distinctive doctrine of ‘the gifts’ 
of the Spirit, and the tendency to view 
‘speaking in tongues’ as the criterion of 
legitimate Christian experience.” 

. . There have always been Pente- 
costals who have not understood spiritual 
gifts. The Assemblies of God teaches that 
all gifts are available to each individual 
... The Assemblies of God and 
other major Pentecostal churches have 
never taught the necessity of having one 
or the other (or all) of the gifts as a 
criterion of Pentecostal experience. 


believer. 


Main stream Pentecostals have never 
viewed “speaking in tongues” as the 
criterion for a “legitimate” Christian ex- 
perience. We view “speaking in tongues” 
as the initial, physical evidence of the 
infilling of the Holy Ghost as recorded 
in Acts 2:4, Acts 10:44-46, and Acts 
19:6, Pentecostals view the Baptism with 
the Holy Ghost and the initial, physical 
evidence of speaking in tongues, as an 
experience following and subsequent to 
salvation. To our knowledge, no Pente- 
costals are restudying this position with 
the thought of any revision of the belief. 

Paragraph Eight: “Whoever has this 
initial experience (speaking in tongues) 
is described as ‘having received the Holy 
Spirit.’ Doubt is widening among Pente- 
costal ministers, however, that this de- 
scription is to be denied others, and that 
it is to be rigidly attached to the ‘ex- 
perience of tongues.’ ” 

We know of no trend in the direction 
of accepting the position that “speaking 
in tongues” is not the initial, physical 
evidence of the infilling of the Holy 
Ghost. In fact, the Assemblies of God 
has re-emphasized this stand, asking its 
ministers each year on the credential re 
newal questionnaire to reaffirm their be 
lief on this position. This would, without 
doubt, be the position of the leadership 
of all Pentecostal Fellowship of North 
America members and also virtually all 
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TEN MILLION 
CHRISTIANS 
JOIN IN 
WORSHIP 


Around the world, some ten million 
Christians, of many denominations, join 
in worship each day by sharing the devo- 
tions in THE Upper Room. In thirty-two 
different languages the same prayers are 
raised, the same Scripture read, the same 
thoughts and meditations taken to heart. 


In recognition of this world-wide 
fellowship, THe Uprer Room annually 
publishes its World-Wide Christian 
Fellowship number for the months of 
September and October. The contribu- 
tors this year include 61 Christian men 
and women from 34 different countries. 


You are invited to share their devotions 
along with the millions of other Chris- 
tians who will be using this number of 
THE Upper Room. 

Order today. Single copy, 15¢; ten or more to 
one address, 7¢ per copy. Individual yearly 


subscriptions (6 issues) three years, 
$2.00. Address: 


Che doer Reon 


The world’s most widely used daily devotional guide 
38 Editions — 32 Languages 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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ministers afhliated with the different de- 
nominations. 

Pentecostal churches view the gift of 
the Holy Ghost as a crowning experi- 
ence. However, this is the beginning, not 
the ultimate. It is our feeling that the 
Baptism gives power for further advance- 
ment and growth in spiritual depths. 

Paragraph Nine: “Pentecostals do not 
insist that an interpreter be present, since 
they do not believe that new revelation 
is communicated by the Spirit. - 

Most Pentecostals view speaking in 
tongues in two lights, so far as interpre- 
tation is concerned. First, we believe the 
Holy Ghost uses the unknown language 
in private and devotional supplication to 
God (I Cor. 14:2). We do not feel this 
is for interpretation or could be since 
He speaks not to men but to God. How- 
ever (and secondly), we believe that 
“tongues” are given to edify the church, 
I Corinthians 14:26, and as a sign 
to those who have not accepted Christ, 
I Corinthians 14:22. We do hold 
that public “speaking in tongues” in the 
church and tongues as a sign to the un- 
believer should be interpreted, as indi- 
cated in I Corinthians 14:27-28. We do 
not feel that any new revelation is con- 
veyed, but that “messages” will be in 
accord and agreement with God’s Word, 
the infallible Truth. 

Relative to your quote, “Some regard 
them (tongues) as a mystical reassurance 
of salvation,” my research has not dis- 
closed any Pentecostals who take such a 
position. Rather, we believe this ex- 
perience follows salvation. The evidences 
of salvation are as given in Romans 8:5, 
10, and so forth. 

Closing Paragraph: The Assemblies of 
God has been too concerned with re- 
vivalistic evangelism to spend a great deal 
of time elaborating its basic theology. The 
16 points of our “Statement of Funda- 
mental Truths” have served well, with- 
out modification, for a bond of faith and 
practice for more than 45 years. A pro- 
posed expansion of the Statement, to be 
presented this August at the General 
Council in Portland, Oregon, will en- 
large upon the 16 points without effect- 
ing any basic change in them. 

T. F. ZIMMERMAN 
General Council 

of The Assemblies of God 

Springfield, Mo. 


POINTS OF VIEW 


I wonder if those of you who call your- 
selves “Evangelicals,” and who are con- 
stantly depreciating the work of Barth, 
Brunner, etc., and who cling so tena- 


ciously to the unbiblical dogma of the 
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absolute infallible verbal authority of 
Scripture, as such, are not yourselves in 
danger of worshiping the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever 
—Amen! 

GeraLtp A. VAN Doren 
Edmonds-Lynnwood Christian Church 
Edmonds, Wash. 


Many of us feel that Curistianrry To 
DAY is concerned about being 
courteous and scholarly than they are in 
being biblical and positive. 
B. Myron CEepARHOLM 
Conservative Baptist General Director 
Association of America 


Chicago, Ill. 


more 


I greatly appreciate Curistianity To- 
pay. The magazine is making a real 
contribution to the cause of Christian 
truth and activity today. It shows that 
firm conviction for biblical truth is con- 
sistent with genuine scholarship. Time 
will show that your active concern for 
evangelistic effort will result in social 
progress, as well as spiritual advance. 
Burorp L. Nicnots 
President 
Seminari Theologia Baptis Di Indonesia 
Semarang, Djawa, Indonesia 


The most strategic journalistic venture 
in the kingdom of God in our time. 
Harotp N. ENGLunp 
President 
Western Theological Seminary 
Holland, Mich. 


I believe you are doing an excellent job. 
This is a magazine with a voice of cer- 
tainty and the voice of the word of God. 
I thoroughly enjoy reading the articles 
and will look forward to more of the 
same, 
Epwarp HEPPENSTALL 

Dept. of Systematic Theology 
Andrews University 
Berrien Springs, Mich. 


It is the most useful and relished of the 
five Christian publications to which | 
subscribe in that it does more to stimu- 
late creative and constructive thought in 
the area of practical Christianity. 

Anaheim, Calif. Don SCHOMBERG 


I wish to express my appreciation for 
the stabilizing factor that CrrisTIANITY 
Topay and Revelation and the Bible 
have been to me in my crucial first yeat 
in Seminary, when the approach to the 
Bible and Christian morality has seemed 
so relative. 


Richmond, Va. Henry W. STeveEnS 
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A LAYMAN and lus Faith 
CLEAN VESSELS 


“Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of 
the Lord” (Isa. 52:11). 


The role of Christian worker, be he 
minister, church officer, Sunday school 
teacher or engaged in some other specific 
work for the Lord is one of extreme sen 
sitivity and grave importance. 

Eternity alone will show how many 
have been impelled away from the 
Church by Christian leaders whose per- 
sonal lives have belied the faith they 
would proclaim. 

None of us fully realizes how many 
weak Christians are harmed by the in- 
consistent lives of men and women who 
stand in places of leadership. 

One does not speak to the glory of 
God if his life is lived according to the 
world’s standards, for “friendship with 
the world” continues to be friendship 
with the camp of the enemy. 

The prophet Isaiah was speaking to a 
matter of gravest importance. In this 
chapter he is speaking to God’s witnesses 
and to the “watchmen” who tell of His 
greatness. Then the prophet exclaims: 
“The Lord has bared his holy arm be 
fore the eyes of all the nations; and 
all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God.” 

Then, speaking to the Lords servants, 
Isaiah says: “Depart ye, depart ye, go 
not out from thence, touch no unclean 
thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be 
ye clean, that bear the vessels of the 
Lord.” 

Does not God speak these words to 
us today? We live in a time when com- 
promise is too often the accepted way of 
life—compromise with the ideals, the 
philosophies, and the ways of the world. 
And in conformity to the world’s stand- 
ards we lose all hope of bearing an 
effective witness to the saving and keep- 
ing power of the Christ whose name we 
bear. 

A Christian worker bears an awesome 
responsibility. In a very real sense he 
stands between the dead and the living. 
In his heart and on his lips there is the 
message on which man’s eternal destiny 
depends. How tragic then if this witness 
be compromised by an inconsistent life! 

In Ezra 7:10 we find the secret of 
the life of that servant of God and an 
example which every Christian worker 
should follow today. We read: “And 
Ezra prepared his heart to seek the law 


of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
in Israel statutes and judgments.” 

Here we find a preparation of the 
heart: Ezra made a decision which made 
it possible for God to use him. While 
we all know that the dynamic of that 
decision was a work of the Holy Spirit, 
nevertheless Ezra could have rejected 
God's call. This he did not do. 

We note too that Ezra turned to the 
source of wisdom, authority, and power— 
the Law of God. Today we have God's 
revelation in the Old and New Testa 
ments. Woe to the Christian worker 
who turns to secular and human sources 
for his inspiration and guidance and neg 
lects the Sword of the Spirit! 

We know that Ezra’s approach was 
not a theoretical one. With his turning 
to the Law there was an obedient heart, 
determined to follow the teachings which 
he found therein. Today we have even 
a greater and clearer witness, for in the 
Bible we have outlined for us with won- 
derful clarity the way in which the 
Christian should walk. We too need 
obedient minds and hearts. 

Finally we note that Ezra accepted 
his responsibility as a teacher and pre- 
pared to teach in Israel God’s holy 
statutes and judgments. 

Little wonder that we are told of this 
man “. . . he was a ready scribe in the 
law of Moses, which the Lord God of 
Israel had given”; and later we are told 
of his success, “according to the good 
hand of his God upon him.” 

It is not necessary to remind ourselves 
that we live in a crucial time in history. 
Secular writers are reminding us of this 
every day and many of them are warn 
ing our nation in terms reminiscent of 
the prophets of old. 

Recognizing that the days are evil and 
that the Christian witness is God’s an- 
swer to man’s dilemma, how important 
it is that those who bear the testimony 
of the Lord shall be “clean”! 

We are not talking of any form of 
“boot strap religion” whereby, through 
good resolutions, we live to the glory of 
God. It just does not happen that way. 

A Christian worker will be and remain 
“clean” only as he lives in close contact 
with his Lord through daily Bible study 
and prayer. Neglect these means of grace 
and the rust and erosions of this world 
inevitably creep in to destroy our wit- 
ness. 
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One has but to look about him to 
discover the world’s standards embla 
zoned on every hand. And let us be 
honest about them—they destroy spiritual 
perception and power. 

No minister can go from a Saturday 
night dance into his pulpit on Sunday 
morning and preach with power to save. 

No Sunday school teacher can leave 
a degrading movie with spiritual witness 
undimmed and his ability to lead his 
pupils to know the Lord unmarred. 

In the social order of which we are 
a part, “social drinking” has become a 
menace to all who indulge and nearly 
6,000,000 alcoholics attest to that fact. 
How then can we exercise our “Christian 
freedom” with reference to liquor and 
hope to maintain an effective Christian 
witness as Church leaders? That this is 
apparently true abroad does not prove 
the case for America for we seem to go 
to extremes in so many things. 

The issue centers on the peculiar po 
sition of the Christian leader. His ex 
ample is watched, his words weighed, 
and his daily life is evaluated in the 
light of the Scriptures. 

The apostle James makes this very 
clear: “Remember that we who are 
teachers will be judged by a much higher 
standard,” he writes. For the church 
worker there is a “higher standard” by 
which the world judges us whether we 
like it or not. For the Christian leader, 
be he ordained or not, there is a grave 
responsibility to be “clean.” 

This is no plea for asceticism. Rather 
it is an appeal that we who stand in a 
special relationship to the church through 
the responsibilities we hold, whether we 
be minister, church officer, Sunday school 
teacher or what have you, need to live 
by God’s grace lives that will commend 
the Gospel which we profess. 

That such is not the case in many 
places today accounts, in part, for the 
weak testimony of the Church and her 
lack of appeal 
people. 

By some strange quirk of reasoning 
some seem to think that they must com- 
promise with the world in order that 
they may exert an influence for good 
on the young they are trying to reach. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Unless Christianity is presented by those 
who show in their own lives the trans 
forming and keeping power of the living 
Christ, the “witness” so borne will be 
hollow and the effort fruitless. “Be ye 
clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord” 


is as necessary today as in the days of 
Isaiah. 


to thoughtful young 


L. Nexson Bex 
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The Nature and Origin of Sin 


“When He comes He will convict the 
world of sin. .. .” This was Jesus’ prom- 
ise as he told of the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. The world of our day is 
strangely unconvicted, unconvinced, and 
unconcerned, yet where Spirit-filled men 
faithfully the Spirit-inspired 
Word of God, conviction of sin comes. 


present 


The great need of the world today is for 
consecrated channels for the convicting 
work of the Holy Spirit. Only so can 
there be a genuine turning to the Lord 
and acceptance of the Gospel. 

« The Nature of Sin. There is very wide 
divergence of opinion among _philoso- 
phers as to the criterion of what ought, 
or ought not, to be. Thus when it comes 
to the question of what is good and 
what is evil, we come across several 
major schools of thought. 

The Christian answer is that God has 
given us the sense of oughtness, and 
that he has revealed the criterion and 
the substance of what is good and what 
is evil. The mere fact that we have a 
sense of what ought, or ought not, to be, 
a sense quite different from the sense of 
pleasure or desire, is inexplicable on a 
merely naturalistic basis. 
then to the Christian view. 

“Sin is any want of conformity unto 
or transgression of the law of God.” 
These the 
Shorter Catechism are based upon | 
John 3:4, “missing the mark [that is, 
want of conformity] is breaking the law.” 
‘Bible quotations when not from the 
King James Version, are the author’s own 
translation.) The biblical view of sin, 


Let us turn 


words from Westminster 


however, does not depend wholly upon 
the concept of law, for the biblical writ- 
ers appeal to the holy character of God 
as the basis of the law. “Ye shall be holy 
for I, Jehovah, your God, am holy” (Lev. 
19:2) is the constant presupposition. It 
was the revelation of the holy character 
of God (Isa. 6:1-6) which caused Isaiah 
to recognize his own sinful corruption. 
Thus sin is not only violation of the di- 
vine law, which is an expression of 
God's will; more profoundly, it is viola- 
tion of the expression of God’s holy 
character. It is corruption of the good- 
ness which the Creator originally im- 
parted to his creatures, and especially is 
it the corruption of the godliness with 
which God originally 
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endowed man 


when He created him in His own image. 

The divine character is expressed by 
the divine will in the divine law. Chris- 
tians generally understand that the Ten 
Commandments and the law of love (cf. 
Exod. 20:1-17 and Luke 10:27) consti- 
tute a brief summary of God’s holy moral 
law for man. And this is all based upon 
God's holy character. 

Sin may then be defined ultimately as 
anything in the creature which does not 
express, OF which is contrary to, the holy 
character of the Creator. 


€ The Origin of Sin. The origin of hu- 
man sin, according to the Bible, is very 
simply ascribed to the willful self-cor- 
ruption of the creature under tempta- 
tion. The record is given in the third 
chapter of Genesis, and the fact of the 
original human sin is expounded in Ro- 
mans 5:12-21 and elsewhere. 

According to the account of Genesis 
3, man was created with a holy nature, 
in fellowship with God, and placed in 
an environment which was “all very 
good”; but man was tempted to sin by a 
personal being of another kind or order 
who had previously sinned against God. 
This fact indicates that the record of the 
original sin of man is not intended as an 
account of the absolute origin of sin in 
the universe. 

The record of the original human sin 
is of more value to us because this sin 
was induced by the Tempter. As*de 
from the doctrine that Adam was our 
representative, the “federal” head of the 
human race, and we, representatively, 
sinned in him, the fact is that in our 
common experience sin is induced by 
previous sin. We are in Adam and indi- 
vidually guilty and corrupt sinners; but 
no human being has brought about the 
absolute origin of sin in the universe. 
We must therefore search for the origin 
of sin in the Tempter. 

The Tempter in the Genesis record is 
an evil personal intelligence. The words 
“the Serpent,” I suggest, should be read 
as a proper name. (Compare Isa. 65:25 
and Rev. 20:12 where the “Serpent” is 
a person.) The Genesis account has 
nothing to say about a biological reptile. 
“The Serpent” is not said to be one of 
the “beasts of the field” but to be more 
subtle than any of them (v. 1) and des- 
tined for a greater curse than any (v. 


14). Snakes do not literally eat dirt 
‘Gen. 3:14; Isa. 65:25), but to be pros- 
trated and to eat dust constitute an 
ancient metaphor for the humiliation of 
an enemy. There is no natural antipathy 
between human beings and snakes Cv. 
15), not as much as between humans 
and insects. Children have to be taught 
to avoid poisonous reptiles. The whole 
meaning of the “enmity” of verse 15 is 
the enmity between “the Serpent” and 
the promised Redeemer. “The Serpent” 
is Satan, and figures throughout the 
Bible as the archenemy of God and man, 
the instigator of all kinds of evil. 

What does the Bible say about the 
primeval origin of sin, before the fall of 
man? There is definite indication in the 
Bible that mankind is not the only order 
of created personal beings among whom 
sin has become an actuality. In Jude, 
verse 6, there is reference to “the angels 
that did not keep their own realm 
(arche) but left their proper dwelling.” 
The parallel verse, II Peter 2:4, speaks 
of “the angels that sinned.” The biblical 
writers assume that Satan is the chief of 
the fallen angels. In I John 3:8 we read, 
“. . . the devil sins from the beginning.” 
From I Timothy 3:6 it is suggested that 
Satan’s root or basic sin was pride. The 
words of Jesus are more explicit: “He 
[the devil] was a murderer from the 
beginning. He did not take his stand in 
the truth. [This is evident] because 
truth is not in him. When he speaks 
falsehood he speaks out of his own 
things, for he is a falsifier and the father 
of falsehood” (John 8:44). 

Jesus’ statement that the devil is, 
from the beginning, a murderer and a 
falsifier is probably based upon the fact 
that by falsehood Satan brought about 
the fall of man, in which man (1) be- 
came liable to physical death, (2) be- 
came liable to eternal punishment, “the 
second death,” and (3) became spirit- 
ually dead, that is, alienated from fel- 
lowship with God. 

There are expositors who hold that, 
aside from the rather clear references 
given above to the fall of Satan, the 
prophetic denunciations of Babylon (Isa. 
13 and 14, especially 14:12-14) and of 
the king of Tyre (Ezek. 28:1-19, espe- 
cially vv. 12-19) contain references to 
Satan’s original status and his fall. It is 
not unreasonable to hold that certain 
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sentences in these prophecies may con- 
tain analogies which would throw light 
upon Satan’s probable original status and 
his fall. 

The statements are not very full, yet 
the biblical account of the primeval ori- 
gin of sin is clear enough: Sin first be- 
came actual in an order of personal be 
ings who are not a race (Matt. 22:30; 
Mark 12:25; Luke 20:35, 36). They 
do not have racial solidarity or racial 
representative responsibility. This order 
of beings, presumably having fully ade- 
quate understanding of the holy char- 
acter of God and of God's impartation of 
his holy character to his creatures, was 
endowed with the power of ethical spir 
itual choice. Some of these beings, in- 
cluding Satan as the chief, deliberately 
chose to corrupt their God-given holy 
character, and chose further to spread 
their corruption as widely as possible in 
God's creation. Their sin was the act of 
a group of individuals as individuals and 
does not involve the “federal” or repre- 
sentative principle. Since their sin was, 
we suppose, a deliberate act with fully 
idequate understanding, it is analogous 
to the fully conscious and responsible 
act subsequent to conviction by the Holy 
Spirit, in which act Jesus said that the 
sinner is “guilty of eternal sin” (Mark 
3:29). In other words they sinned with- 
out remedy. (For a penetrating study in 
the psychology of a determinative act 
and a permanent attitude of sin, compare 
Milton’s soliloquy of Satan in the early 
part of Paradise Lost. Satan is repre- 
sented as refusing the very thought of 
repentance, and settling in the attitude, 
“Evil, be thou my good!” 

According to the Bible, then, sin 
originated in an act of free will in which 
the creature deliberately, responsibly, 
and with adequate understanding of the 
issues chose to corrupt the holy character 
of godliness with which God had en- 


dowed his creation. 


* Questions That Remain. Two philo- 
sophical questions remain: (1) How 
could there be a free responsible act, 
from the cosmic point of view? (2) How 
could a holy God permit sin? 

The Christian determinist is usually 
driven to an inscrutable paradox. He may 
accept all that the Bible says about pri- 
meval sin as factually true, but the bib- 
lical statements afford no philosophical 
explanation. Satan sinned necessarily. 
God is rightly angry with all sin. So 
be it! 

As for this writer's opinion, the denial 
of free will seems to be purely arbitrary 
philosophical dogmatism, contrary to the 


biblical view. If God is rightly angry 
with sin, then it follows that the sinner 
is blameworthy, cosmically, ultimately, 
absolutely. 

We come now to the question, How 
could a good God permit sin? 

Calvin and Calvinists generally (with 
the exception of certain supralapsarians 
agree in denying that God is in any 
sense the author of sin (see Westmin 
ster Confession of Faith, 1, i). Never 
theless we find that God “worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will” 
CEph. 1:11). We cannot deny that 
“whatever comes to pass” is within the 
eternal decrees of God. Sin must be 
within God’s eternal decrees in some 
sense in which he is not the author of it. 

In the ninth chapter of Romans, Paul 
gives two answers to the problem: 

“You will say to me, then, “Why does 
He still blame anybody? Who ever 
stood up against His will?’ 

“Well now then, O man, you, who are 
you, answering back to God? Will the 
thing which is moulded say to the one 
lie: moulded it, “Why did you make me 
this way?’ Or does not the potter have 
a right to make from the same mass of 
clay a valuable dish, and one of no 
value?” (Rom. 9: 19-21). 

Many persons never go beyond Paul's 
first, or preliminary, answer. God has a 
tight to do what he chooses with his 
creation. Some devout minds still cling 
to the paradox. On the one hand it is 
assumed that what ought not to be ought 
not to be permitted. On the other hand 
God “worketh all things after the coun 
sel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). 

Some have even taken refuge ia 
Pope’s couplet: 

“Wrong is not wrong if rightly under 

stood 

“And partial evil, universal good.” 

But the Christian answer cannot ques 
tion “the exceeding sinfulness of sin.” 
To do so would be to question the neces 
sity of the atonement of Christ for the 
salvation of sinners. 

Paul’s answer clearly breaks one horn 
of the dilemma and does not leave us 
in a paradox; but Paul does not accom- 
plish this by questioning the fact that 
sin absolutely ought not to be. The fal- 
lacy which leaves some minds in a state 
of contradiction is the false assumption 
that what ought not to be, ought not to 
be permitted. Those who have studied 
modern educational methods should be 
the last to criticize God’s permission of 
sin. As parents we must, within the 
limits of our finite understanding, permit 
our children to experience the trying but 
inevitable assortment of bumps and 
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bruises if they are ever to learn to walk. 

Paul does not merely leave the ques 
tion with his reference to the potter and 
the clay. In previous verses (vv. 17 and 
18) he had pointed out that by allowing 
Pharaoh to be born, to come to the 
throne of Egypt, and to resist the salva 
tion of Israel, and by forcing the issue 
with Pharaoh, God had demonstrated 
His power and caused His name to be 
reported in all the earth. “For this pur 
pose I stirred you up” (exegeira se, Al 
ford’s suggestion ). 

After presenting God’s rights, Paul 
continues: “What if God endured [Pha- 
raoh}] with much longsuffering,” in order 
to demonstrate His wrath and make 
known His ability and the wealth of His 
glory in saving His people? 

In the word “endured” we certainly 
have the suggestion of God’s permission. 
We must conclude then that within the 
decrees of God, there are decrees of the 
permission of those things of which God 
himself is not the author. 

This is not mere permission of the 
unavoidable, a view against which Cal 
vin often protests. It is God’s permissive 
decrees for his own purposes of revela 
tion. What would the history of God’s 
redemptive program be without the rev- 
elation of God's “power,” “name,” 
“wrath,” “ability,” and “glory” as these 
were revealed by the events included in 
the decree in which he permitted Phar 
aoh’s sin? 

In the light of the ninth chapter of 
Romans, we may assume that God’s de 
cree permitting the primeval sin may be 
justified, even to our finite minds, on the 
analogy of Paul’s justification of the per 
mission of Pharaoh’s sin. In terms of 
Joseph’s words to his brethren (Gen. 50: 
20), we may say to every sinner in cos- 
mic history, “As for you, ye thought evil 

. but God meant it [that is, permiited 
it] for good.” 

The purpose of this study in the na 
ture and origin of sin is to magnify the 
“amazing grace” of God in his redemp 
tive program, as that program includes 
“even me,” “the chief of sinners.” 

Bibliography: J. O. Buswell, Jr., Sin 
and Atonement; liberal Arminian view: 
F. R. Tennant, Origin and Propagation 
of Sin and The Concept of Sin; K. Barth, 
Kirchliche Dogmatik, III/1,3, Secs. 50, 
51 of Part 3; E. M. Adams, Ethical Nat 
uralism and the Modern World View 
(naturalistic view). 

J. Orrver Buswe xt, Jr. 
Dean of the Graduate Faculty 
Covenant College and Seminary 
St. Louis, Missouri 
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EDITORIALS 





With Bible in hand millions of young people and 
adults gather each Sunday in church school classes. 
This is good, but not good enough. In America where 
the church school movement has enjoyed a revival of 
sorts, 35 million boys and girls under 17 still never 
attend church school. In Britain, where the movement 
started in the early eighteenth century, the situation 
is actually alarming. One spokesman said recently: 
“When I was a young man, 7 million persons met in 
the Sunday schools of Great Britain; now there are 1 
million.” 

In some respects the church school’s opportunity 
and challenge represent a “last ditch stand” by the 
Church in the Free World to hold the youth of the 
oncoming generation for Christian dedication. Despite 
difhculties and handicaps, the church school now faces 
the greatest responsibility in its history. 

In an age where materialism, secularism, and scien- 
tism conspire and collaborate to dilute the Christian 
faith, what can the church school do? 

1. The church school can reinforce its teaching role. 
It is first and foremost a school. The sincere teacher 
is always evangelistically sensitive. But he recognizes, 
too, that inadequate teaching may weaken the Chris- 
tian cause by failure to prepare, to enrich, and to culti- 
vate hearts for God-honoring spiritual fruit. While 
present in the entire church program, evangelism 
should not be relegated primarily to the church school. 
To turn the school into a continuing series of evan- 
gelistic meetings is to destroy its unique purpose. Cer- 
tainly pupils should be invited and encouraged to 
spiritual decisions; certainly personal work is appro- 
priate and essential in the church school. But to exalt 
evangelism at the expense of or in isolation from thor- 
ough teaching is to endanger and even to undermine 
the church school’s special function. 

2. The church school can revitalize its teaching staff. 
Traditionally laymen from many vocations and walks 
of life have volunteered or been drafted for teaching. 
Sometimes these secretaries, office workers, farmers, 
garagemen, storekeepers, bus drivers and others have 
had insufficient knowledge and preparation for their 
assignments. Sometimes those with special training 
imposed personal prejudices upon their pupils as 
though these tenets were divinely inspired. Whatever 
the situation, good teaching material and good teaching 
techniques are no longer considered accidental and 
incidental to the church school. 
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Two major ingredients of a good church school are 
its literature and its teaching. Poor literature requires 
an unusually capable teacher to counteract its deficien- 
cies. Poor teaching is sometimes offset by good ma- 
terial. Neither poor literature nor poor teaching, how- 
ever, need be tolerated; many resources and helps are 
available to those who really care. Sometimes paid 
professional teachers (like paid professional musicians) 
bring competence and good teaching as well as com- 
mitment and zeal to the church school class, especially 
to certain adult or specialized groups. Obviously most 
teachers in most church schools—and rightly so—repre- 
sent lay persons dedicated to a sense of Christ's appoint- 
ment. They recognize, however, the responsibility for 
continued growth (academic and technical as well as 
spiritual) to “show themselves approved unto God” 
and to “rightly divide the Word of truth.” Who would 
deny that it is better to sit 50 feet from a good teacher 
than to sit under the nose of a bad one? 

In recent years graded materials and reorganized 
curricula have improved church school literature. 
Good use of audio-visual aids and of teaching-learning 
principles in general have also stimulated interest in 
better church school work. During the last quarter 
century Christian education has come into prominence 
as a specialized area of concern. Denominations have 
organized departments of Christian education and re- 
lated publishing endeavors. Of equal significance has 
been the surge of independent religious publishing 
ventures. Improved literature, used by trained person- 
nel, can revitalize the teaching staff. 

3. The church school can relate its Sunday teaching 
more relevantly to the Monday through Saturday world 
of its pupils. Another man has been orbited into space. 
Red Russia claims another victory over the Free World. 
Is Kennedy's welfare-state a better option than Gold- 
water's conservatism? What of the peace corps pro- 
gram? Entrusted with responsible citizenship, students 
and adults face a desperate world. How does Chris- 
tianity, how does individual Christian faith relate to 
the complex challenges of a complex society? Does the 
church school offer scriptural guidelines for social as 
well as personal thought and action? 

Stock answers no longer satisfy inquiring souls. The 
challenge of the secular mind in the class rooms, the 
factories, and the offices of America must be answered. 
The diet of milk will not suffice for those who need 
meat. New converts particularly often flounder before 
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Sacred Design is pleased to 
bring you these posters of the 
Christian seasons. We trust 
that they will be a help in 
learning, understanding and 
living the Christian year. 
FOR THE CHURCH—Post on 
bulletin boards, in the church 
offices, in the pastor's study. 
FOR THE HOME—Post where 
family devotions are held, and 
in the children’s rooms; teach 
the entire family the mean- 
ing of the Church year. 

FOR THE SUNDAY AND 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS—Use 
in worship centers; excellent 
teaching aids for children. 


ORLA, 


AN IDEAL GIFT—for parish- 
ioners, for friends in the faith, 
for Sunday School pupils. 
These seven full color 
posters come in an attractive 
envelope with a folder of ex- 
planation for the seasons and 
their symbols. Envelope cuts 
out to become permanent 
frame-holder for symbols. 


Available in two sizes. 


Packet No. 500-1 (16” x 16”) 
Packet No. 500-2 (8” x 8”) 


Use the attached order form 
or write Sacred Design As- 
sociates, Box 5452, Minne- 
apolis 8, Minnesota. 
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LETTERHDEADS THAT SPEAK FOR your church 
ALSO MATCDING ENVELOPES, CALLING CARDS ANO NOTE CAROS 


—Communicating the Gospel is the mission of the 
Church. Each letter from the pastor’s desk is a part 
of that mission. Let your letterhead as well as your 
letter speak boldly of this Gospel. 

These materials are now available with any one of 
six meaningful symbols in two colors. Imprinting of 
your church or personal name and address for a 
nominal cost as given below. 


LETTERHEADS—8',, x 11 standard business size, 

available in 25% RAG BOND or MIMEO BOND for 

the same price. Use for your congregation's letter- 

head or for personal correspondence. If you wish 

imprint of name, address, telephone or other infor- 

mation please send complete copy with order. 
PRICE 500 


IMPRINTING First LOOO orless..... 
COST Each additional 1000... 


ENVELOPES—#10 standard business size, available 
in 25% RAG BOND or MIMEO BOND for the same 
price. On orders to be imprinted envelopes will be 
imprinted the same as letterheads, minus tele- 
phone number, unless otherwise specified. 

PRICE 500 


IMPRINTING _ First 1000 or less 
COST Each additional 1000... 


CALLING CARDS—FOLDOVER STYLE—A fine, dig- 
nified card for pastors to use while calling. Foldover 
format provides space inside for writing a short note. 
Size: 2 x 31% folded, 31% x 4 flat. 

PRICE 


IMPRINTING 500 
COST 1000 


NOTE CARDS—These cards, 47% x 54% when folded, 
have a variety of uses. The bright symbol on quality 
antique finish text stock will readily gain the reader's 
attention. Excellent for short correspondence to 
friends in the faith and parishioners. They may be 
printed or mimeographed as a brochure with infor- 
mation about your church. Also makes an ideal 
mailer to inform congregation about special events 
and services. 

Packed flat for easy printing and scored for easy 
folding, 100 to a box $4.00 per box 
Envelopes fitted to size, 100 to a box, $2.50 per box. 


HOW TO ORDER—The following information must 
be on your order: QUANTITY of each item desired. 
STOCK NUMBER of symbol desired. ITEM desired 
(letterhead, envelope, etc.). If letterhead or en- 
velopes please state whether rag bond or mimeo. 
Use attached order form or write Sacred Design 
Associates, Box 5452, Mmneapolis 8, Minnesota. 


(All items appearing in this insert are copyright, Sacred Design 1961) 


No. 111-1 


No. 111-4 


No. 111-5 


No. 111-6 


THE TRINITY—Three 
triangles representing 
three persons, yet one 
Being. The eye sym- 
bolizes God the Father, 
Omniscient and creative; 
the fish is an ancient 
symbol for Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, the Savior; 
the dove as the Holy Spirit. 


THE SHIP OF THE 
CHURCH—The Church 
has long been symbol- 
ized by a ship which sails 
unharmed through the 
storms of this world be- 
cause Christ is her Lord. 
This ancient symbol is 
with us today in the word 
‘‘nave"’ which is Latin for 
‘“‘ship.’’ The water is a 
symbol for baptism. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT—Com- 
bined here are the two 
most frequent Biblical 
references to the Holy 
Spirit; his appearance as 
a dove and as tongues of 
flame. The Church of the 
New Testament was born 
in the coming of the.Holy 
Spirit to the disciples on 
the day of Pentecost. 


THE WORD WAS MADE 
FLESH—This is our joy in 
Christ. The manger says, 
‘Unto you a child is born”’; 
the lamb says, ‘“‘Behold 
the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the 
world’’; the banner says, 
‘‘O death where is thy 
sting, O grave where is 
thy victory?”’ 


THE LORD’S SUPPER— 
The chalice and wafer re- 
call the event of our 
Lord’s last meal with his 
disciples. The blessing of 
this supper He has given 
as a gift to his Church. 
The chalice is marked 
with the Greek mono- 
gram for Christ. 


THE ETERNAL CHRIST— 
The Greek monogram for 
Christ is composed of the 
first letters of His name, 
the chi and the rho; as 
such they resemble a 
crossed rho. The Alpha 
and the Omega signify 
the eternal nature of 
Christ, who is ‘‘the same 
yesterday, today, and 
forever.”’ 
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ATTENDANCE INFORMATION CARDS / COMMUNION REGISTRATION CARDS 


-ommunication is a necessity to the 
Christian community. These cards can 
be an effective tool of communication 


n your congregation 


ATTENDANCE and INFORMATION 
CARDS can be a helpful and efficient 
way for your people to communicate 
basic information to the pastor. Many 


Sacred Design Associates is thank- | 
ful for the privilege of providing you | 
with these first four pages of a growing | 


<———— 


pastors say they would not get this 


| catalogue. It is our hope that our 
information if these cards were not 


materials will help you proclaim the 
provided to the people in the pews. reer penagern of Christ from the dead, 
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the onslaughts of unbelievers. Unable to answer their 
opponents because unequipped with knowledge of 
Scripture and its relevance, these converts may subvert 
the very faith they have embraced and defect from 
Christianity as an inane or indefensible cause. 

The church school is the logical place to anticipate 
questions that pupils will confront in the world. And 
it is the sacred, awesome business of the church school 
so to establish its people in the facts and significance 
of God’s Word that they can both defend the truth 
and also refute error. In addition the vital Christian 
must learn to relate Christian faith to current affairs 
and problems of the secular world. Indifference by the 
church school to this arena of Christian warfare and 
witness is to isolate Christian faith from daily life and 
by default to surrender the claims of Christ to the 
enemy. 

The future value and significance of the church 
school depends then on its ability 1. to share effec- 
tively a coherent, integrated body of biblical — 
2. to relate dynamically and interpret this truth i 
daily life; and 3. to nurture souls by the Spirit for 
growth in grace and in the likeness of the Lord Tesus. 
Its objectives of conversion to Jesus Christ and mature 
ity in the life of faith can strategically buttress the 
unique ministry of the Christian Church. END 


THE LOCAL CHURCH LIBRARY 
A REPOSITORY OF GOOD READING 


Now that television has taken its place by the radio 
in a living room corner as a vintage feature of our 
culture, with little prospect of further originality, it 
may be possible for a segment of our society to settle 
back to its reading. 

But what shall we read? Are we to emulate the one 
T. S. Eliot describes— 

You will see me any morning in the park 
Reading the comics and the sporting page . . . 
An English countess goes upon the stage, 

A Greek was murdered at a Polish dance . . . 
Another bank defaulter has confessed. . . 

No, we protest, we are Christians; we wish to read 
that which is worthy of our Master and King. But the 
problem of finding literature that builds soul and mind 
toward maturity is becoming more complex. Who 
writes these books? Who publishes them? On what 
library shelves are they to be found? 

Henry Zylstra did the Church a real service by 
pointing out that a book is hardly good just because 
it is “safe” for a Christian’s shelves. There is in fact a 
“good deal of tripe,” as he put it, masquerading as 
religious fiction and literature. The “religious market” 
is being dangled before the eyes of many a budding 
writer as a wide-open (albeit low-paying) field. 


But does this situation promise an answer to the 
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soul’s cry for food? Drivel that has been immersed and 
sprinkled ‘fore and aft’ is still drivel. The times call 
for authentic evangelical writing dealing honestly with 
personality motivation, keyed to the mood of biblical 
realism, and showing cleanly and convincingly the 
power of God's Spirit working in the human heart. 

Let us call a halt to the starchy Sunday school hero 
types who priggishly walk through the pages of a book 
without ever being tossed into the flux of life; who, like 
St. George (but not like the rest of us) are always at 
least a spear’s length away from the dragon. At the 
same time let us eschew the new secular or “beat” 
hero who is nothing but a confused psychopath, unable 
to transmit any message from his brain save to his fists, 
and unwilling to make any moral distinctions beyond 
the need for survival. 

Somewhere, surely, a line can be drawn between 
Pharisaic purism and brass-rail megalomania; between 
the stuffed-shirt apostle of virtue (whose counterpart 
is the working-class hero, mode sovietique) and the 
moral leper. 

Good books are wanted; they are needed; and they 
are needed especially in our churches. Biographies of 
great Christians should be circulated among our Sun- 
day schools continually. Men such as Hudson Taylor, 
John G. Paton, David Brainerd, Henry Martyn, David 
Livingstone, Jim Elliot; women such as Florence Night- 
ingale, Mary Slessor, and Betty Stam—these should be 
inspiring and re-inspiring each new generation. 

The officers of the local church should consider their 
library as important a facility to their total task as do 
the trustees of a college. They should think of their 
library as a ministry. 

We believe, too, that great care should be taken in 
the selection of books. The name of a publisher is no 
sufficient commendation. The book speaks for the 
church, and many Christians will cause harm by pass- 
ing on a book without having read it. We know of a 
church group that gave a book to a retiring officer and 
his wife because the title seemed “spiritual.” The name 
of the book was From Here to Eternity! Nor is a book 
necessarily good because it is denomination: illy recom- 
mended. The “denomination” is usually a committee 
and committees can be swayed by dominant personali- 
ties. The task of reviewing must not be dodged if the 
church library is to bear a clear and strong witness to 
Jesus Christ. 

Thousands of churches in America have no libraries 
whatever, and yet they are supposed to represent whole- 
some influences in the community. Young inquiring 
Christian minds invariably turn to the public library, 
and invariably they will find that on the public library's 
shelves, evangelical books are in short supply, even 
though every other religion may be present in pro- 
fusion. To start pastors and churches on their way to a 
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[ BELIEVE 


Today’s college and university teachers are 
tomorrow’ s Christion 


fashioning 
task force. How competently 
youth will contend for the minds of men turns in large 
measure on the influences of present academic training. 
said our Lord; and 
seldom does a student (for a good many years) rise 
above his teacher. 


A servant is not above his master, 


Alongside the instructor’s awesome responsibility to 
communicate mastery of knowledge and the pursuit of 
wisdom stands the pupil’s duty to put first things first 
during the college years. Recently, at a school openly 
Diteed in academic prowess, Billy Graham told 
the student body: “If I were in your shoes I wouldn’t 
pray for a passion for souls; I'd pray for a passion for 
study.” He was right. Personal work may seem espe- 
cially compelling the night before an examination, a 
time when academic tenacity should properly exercise 
spiritual priority. The war of ideas demands full disci- 
plined judgment. The condition of the classroom may 
well become the condition of the nation and, indeed, 
of the world. This is no time for playboys on campus 
nor for dullards at the desk. 


KrF 


solution, Curistianrry Topay is publishing in this 
issue a list of 100 basic books for a church library. In a 
related essay, we stress the supplemental opportunity 
existing in and through departmental libraries, and 
suggest some relevant reading. God grant that these 
titles may give the spur to a significant part of the 
Church’s ministry. 


WESTERN TENSION MOUNTS AS 
REDS SEAL EAST BERLIN BORDER 


END 


Vacationers returning from assorted holidays to assorted 
responsibilities found the hard facts of waiting work 
at home and of mounting pressures abroad blowing 
Both clergy 
and laity had indulged careful plans or carefree whims 
to fulfill some summer fancy. Meanwhile the irresisti- 
ble force of current events jabbed relentlessly toward 
some seemingly impending climax. No amount of igno- 
rance, indifference, 


chill through memories of sun and fun. 


or studied obliviousness could 
soften the increasing crescendo of alarm. 

A new form of piracy had hijacked American planes 
into Cuba. America’s highly-touted second space trip 
of several minutes paled before a Russian astronaut’s 
claim to many hours spent circling the earth. Premier 


Khrushchev, never on vacation from his ambition to 
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bring the West to its knees, produced his long-threat- 
ened Berlin crisis. In response to the Khrushchev chal- 
lenge, President Kennedy somberly called the Ameri- 
can people to new action and daring against the Red 
menace. U. S. military buildup underscored his re- 





marks. 

Many observers voiced relief that U. S. leaders dis- 
own any foreign policy predicated upon a strategy of 
slow retreat in the f 
multitudes 


face of dictatorial aggression. Yet 
waited for evidential couiehintien of verbal 
assurances. President Kennedy’s problems in Laos, 
Cuba, and now West Berlin lag far behind an assured 
solution. And in some circles one could still detect 
the mood that “since a nuclear war is unthinkable” our 
strategy in quest of peace can only be to “give as little 
ground as possible at a time.” Realists rightly deplore 
such a policy as gradual suicide. But the need for pru- 
dence and patience, rather than untempered reprisals, 
was never greater. Time is never securely on the side of 
the demonic—even less so in the twentieth century than 
in the first Christian century. Not even a warmonger 
boasting of a superbomb 5000 times the force of the 
Hiroshima H-bomb need have the last word. 

As summer fades into fall, how can churches share 
in overturning today’s cruel game of war-bug jitters? 
The President perhaps spoke more significantly than 
he or many Americans realized when he said, “I need 
. . . above all your prayers.” America needs a national 
experience of prayer and repentance. Prayer is still 
mightier than the sword, and mightier, too, than nu- 
clear bombs. If the Church bends its knees before God, 
it need not bend them before today’s Castros and Khru- 
shchevs any more than before yesterday’s Napoleons, 
Hitlers, and Mussolinis. A church on its knees, in fact, 
takes no vacations. Rather, it works undaunted and 
with unabated zeal in this evil world to determine 
and to accomplish the will of God. God still acts in 
international politics to deliver those who put their 
trust in him. 


PROPAGANDA FOR LABOR DAY: 
SPIRITUAL AIMS OF GIANT UNIONS 


A communication has been sent to the press by Charles 
C. Webber, an ordained clergyman salaried by AFL- 
CIO, enclosing a letter by AFL-CIO President George 
Meany, a statement for Labor Sunday from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, and statements for Labor 
Day from the Social Action Department of the Nation- 
al Catholic Welfare Conference and the Synagogue 
Council of America. We presume this communication 
is intended also for ministers, priests and rabbis. 

This is nothing new. It happens each year. But one 
wonders why the Church fails to clarify her position in 
this matter of attempts to align her with one particular 
segment of society without stressing her obligation to 


END 





\¥ ——— ~ 


wv St = 


1e 
in 
ar 





August 28, 1961 


society as a whole. There is no warrant for giving labor 
organizations a special status any more than there is to 
give business management special favor. Both stand 
under the judgment of God. The Bible teaches the 
duty but also the dignity of work. It requires honesty 
by employer and the employed. The employer is en- 
joined against withholding rightful wages or in any 
other way oppressing those who labor. The worker is 
enjoined against dishonesty, either in the appropriation 
of things or stealing time which rightfully belongs to 
the employer. It is therefore the duty of the Church 
to teach and preach, “Thou Shalt Not Steal,” whether 
to labor or capital. It is equally her duty to refrain from 
becoming a pressure group in favor of either. END 


THE GOSPEL HAS AN ANSWER 
TO HUMAN DESPAIR AND SUICIDE 


The recent wave of suicides calls fresh attention to 
this twentieth-century passion for self-murder. The 
roster of suicides includes notorious persons like Hitler 
and Mussolini’s one-time mistress, Magda de Fontan- 
ges, to prominent men like Harvey Firestone III, 
George Vanderbilt, former Secretary of the N 
Forrestal, and possibly Ernest Hemingway. 

A recent article states that in Denmark suicide is 
now an “almost acceptable expression of unhappiness” 


Navy James 





on which “the early church teaching that suicide is 
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immoral has little effect.” 

The increase in suicides reflects the dwindling hold 
of biblical Christianity on some modern men. Has the 
Church today perchance become so earth centered in 
viewpoint that she often fails in her true mission—to 
point man to his eternal home through Christ, the 
Redeemer? 

Unhappiness is no good reason for suicide. The man 
God uses is not always a happy man, but he is a useful 
one. And who knows by what strange alchemy God 
transmutes the unhappiness of men into that which 
brings glory to himself and benefits to men, including 
rewards to the one who is unhappy? Surely if there is 
a theology of life there is also a theology of death. The 
real reason why suicide is wrong is that man is made 
in the image of God. When a man takes his own life 
he strikes at God through himself, for he was made in 
the divine image. 

The people of God must somehow publish anew the 
antidote, that Christ has come “that they may have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly.” “Christ 
in you, the hope of glory” was the message of the early 
Church. Men with that hope counted their lives ex- 
pendable for the one they served, but only at his will 
and in his time and way. END 





THE QUEST FOR THE MIND: 


Communicating the Gospel to a Secular World 


Concern for more adequate communi- spoke the Word of God with boldness.” said, “I think I want to become a mem- 


cation of the Christian message arises at Surely this is the basic key by which _ ber.” 


If in the grace of God he is con- 


every level of Church activity—from new Christ’s command to witness shall be verted, the first step will have been not 


translations of the Scripture to increasing fulfilled. Yet the problem of communica- 


hearing the facts (which he little under- 


emphasis on evangelism. It is not sur- tion remains. To drop Bibles in the stood) but seeing the love of Christ in 
prising, therefore, to see a volume of the jungles, as one Christian lady suggested Christ's followers. 


Lyman Beecher Lectures on Preaching to a missionary, will not fulfill the task; 


Evangelical churches pride themselves 


(1953) titled Communicating the Gos- to say merely “Jesus saves” to the civi- on communicating the Gospel. But are 


pel. After all, this is the preacher's stock lized materialist may 
in trade. More unusual is it to find a image of a bank deposit. 


evoke only the we really communicating it? To be sure, 


we know and believe the Gospel—we 


contemporary theological movement mo- 
tivated by a zeal to translate the Gospel 
to the modern world. One does not have 
to agree with Rudolf Bultmann’s radical 
(and inadequate) solution in order to 
recognize the validity of his concern and 
the problem he poses: in large measure 
the Church today is engaged in a mono- 
logue. Christians preach while modern 
men, passing by, “seeing see not, and 
hearing they hear not, neither do they 
understand.” 

After the Resurrection the disciples 
did not say “anything to any man for 
they were afraid”; after Pentecost they 
“were filled with the Holy Spirit and 


It is possible that we fail to communi- 
cate the Gospel because we do not speak 
in a language meaningful to non-Chris- 
tians. In this regard it is always neces- 
sary that we avoid clichés and define and 
clarify the basic theological terms we use. 
Yet the basic problem of communication 
is not technique. Although how we com- 
municate certainly is a subordinate to 
what we communicate, both technique 
and content may well concern relating to 
non-Christians as much as telling them 
the Gospel story. At a party recently I 
met two Buddhist students from Thai- 
land. Later they were at church with 
me and were greeted so warmly that one 


devote many church services to the good 
news of the Saviour. But is this actually 
the message we convey to the world 
about us? In my denomination there is a 
joke about a lady who said, “Pastor, I’d 
like to be a Baptist, but frankly I am 
just not physically able!” To her ‘ ‘Bap- 
tist” conveyed an image of church pro- 
grams and great activity rather than a 
new quality of life in Jesus Christ. In 
other areas and groups it is not unknown 
to have theological programs or emphases 
identify a church or a Christian. For 
many non-Christians, evangelicals are 
people who “don’t.” Disciplines are good, 


but when they become sacraments, have 
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we not fallen from grace? The things 
that are central in church life also may 
be good, but are they necessarily the 
Gospel? Dr. Samuel M. Shoemaker asks 
in Curistianity Topay (Oct. 10, 1960) 
why many young people are drawn 
away from the organized church into in- 
depe ‘ndent and informal Christian groups. 
His that 


churches lost 


conventional 
sight of the 
centrality of the Gospel and of the “in 
Christ” fellowship of Christians. Perhaps 


conclusion _ is 
often have 


his words do not have direct application 


to every church, but certainly they re 
mind us of our need to be evangelical 
in deed as well as in name. 

After the Reformation, Glasgow, Scot 
“Let Glasgow 
flourish by the preaching of the Word 
and the praising of His Name.” In the 
this was shortened to “Let 


This is the history of 


land, adopted as its motto, 


last century 
Glasgow flourish.” 
our times in a sentence. Secularism is 
defined as the practice of the absence of 
it relegates God 
Now 
this secular world that the Church must 
And it is here that 
the problem of communication becomes 


God. More popularly, 
to the fringe area of life. it is to 
address its message. 
most acute. To our world (no less than 
to my Buddhist friends) Christian con 
cepts have little meaning. The notable 
Hendrik Kraemer, in his 


Communication of the Christian Faith 


Dutch layman, 


suggests that the disposal of God by the 
modern mind may have the positive ef 
Church back to its 
original nature and calling. The world 
liness of the Church can no longer be 
hidden under the cloak of a 


fect of calling the 


“Christian” 
culture which structures its thought, if 


not its heart, in biblical categories. But 


the Church must rightly understand 


essential “over-against-ness” to the world 
before it can effectively communicate its 
message. 

Two avenues, therefore, lie open to 
effective communication of the Gospel in 
a secular world. The more obvious one 
This involves both 


Billy Gra 


hams anointed for this purpose and also 


is direct evangelism. 


the mass evangelism by the 


the personal evangelism of Christian lay- 


men. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writing Let 
ters and Papers from Prison, speaks of 
Christian 


the “worldliness” of the true 


life. He does not mean, of course, con 
formity to the world but rather that the 
religious shell we Christians encase our 
selves in ought to be broken. If we are 
need to feel at ease 
with our non-Christian friends as Chris- 
tians in their world. Jesus prayed that 
we be not taken out of the world—the 


world. As 


to evangelize, we 


pagan “veast” in society, 
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Christians (and churches) tend to be- 
come terribly lumpy. When we do con- 
tact non-Christians it is most often on 
our terms (come to church) rather than 
on theirs (come to the game). For some 
Christians the task of evangelism may 
well lie in a secular framework; one 
should “not think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think.” 

But the coin has another side. 
last 


In the 
students were 
urged to evangelize the mission fields. 


century evangelical 
From British and American universities 
they answered the call. No such call was 
made urging the importance of service 
As a result, 
chairs of religion were filled by men of 


in the academic field. many 
different persuasion, and the dominant 
theological current swept evangelical con- 
realm of the indifferent. 
At this point there is a great need for 
balancing short-range efforts with long- 
One of the 
biggest communication gaps between the 
Church and the world today 
transformation of the 


cern into the 


range vision and strategy. 


is in the 
scientific world 
view; the Church continues to speak in 
language and categories that the modern 
mind either does not understand or con- 
siders irrelevant. Evangelicals fret at the 
appeal of Bultmann and his “existential- 


ist” solution; but we do little to encour- 
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age the open enquiry and contemplative 
study needed to achieve a creative evan 
gelical encounter with modern intellec 
tual currents. Too often we come to the 
(biblical) data with our (traditional) 
conclusions already assumed. And we are 
prone to define service in terms of “acti, 
ity.” 
Does C 


sionaries? 


30d call monks as well as mis 
Does the teacher or even the 
dry research scholar serve the cause of 
evangelism? In the big picture he does; 
and in today’s world there is increasing 
need for Christians to think of evan 
gelism as a quest for the mind of modern 
man. The renaissance of Far-Eastern 
faiths and the growth of communism and 
secularism throughout the world place 
Christians under a dual imperative. (1) 
Other world views must be apprehended 
with a clarity born of honest appraisal 
and genuine concern. (2) The Christian 
alternative must be structured and pre 
sented with a keen awareness of the 
times in which we live. Only if we suc 
ceed in this—and in some measure we are 
not succeeding—can we present evan- 
gelical Christianity as really a live option 
in the competing ideologies of today’s 
world. 

Bethel Seminary 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


E. Earre Ex.is 


Visiting Professor 





Thoughts on a Monday Morning 


Yesterday is gone—the Day of the 
Lord. 

God's people are back in the world, 
not in church. 

Inspiring sermons, hymns of praise, 
meaningful prayers— 

All served to make the day glorious 
and majestic. 

Yesterday—God’s people all togeth 
er, vowing to do His will; 

\ beautiful sight! 

Today—in overalls and house 
dresses, 

Each alone with his thoughts and 
with God. 

Will yesterday affect today? 

What meant that great assembly of 
souls 

[f it does not? 

What good those sermons, those 
hymns and prayers, 

If lives are not changed, uplifted, or 


helped? 


“Prayers will ascend and God's 


Monday now—six more days 

Before the bells re-summon God's 
people to His House. 

Again there will be sermons and 

hymns of praise. 

Word 
be read. 

Until then—? 

Perhaps Jesus Christ will be living 
in the hearts of those 

Who yesterday were in church. 

Maybe He will don overalls—or 
even do the weekly washing. 

If not, yesterday should be forgotten. 

The church building stands idle 
today—empty. 

But God's people are busy. 

When they remember what hap 
pened in the sanctuary yesterday. 

Monday, too, will be a glorious 
day— 

Just like yesterday, because of 
vesterdav. Wayne C. Oxson 












Creeping liberalism within the Lu- 
theran Church—Missouri Synod constit- 
uency was dealt a dramatic rebuke this 
month by a sister synod with which it 
has cooperated for nearly 90 years. By a 
surprisingly decisive 124-to-49 standing 
vote, delegates to the 36th biennial meet- 
ing of the 352,563-member Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod adopted a 
resolution suspending fellowship with 
the Missouri Synod. 

The resolution, passed after a 10-hour 
debate on the last day of the 10-day 
meeting in Milwaukee, cited Romans 
16:17-18 as a basis: 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them. For they that 
are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of 
the simple.” 

The break has the effect of ending 
joint worship and, eventually, of dissolv- 
ing joint projects such as cooperative mis- 
sions stations, charities, and campus min- 
istries. 

The Missouri and Wisconsin synods 
have worked together through the me- 
dium of the Lutheran Synodical Confer- 
ence of North America. They are the two 
principal members. Relations with the 
other two members, the 14,000-member 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
(Slovak) and the 9,000-member Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod (Norwegian), 
were not affected by the latest Wisconsin 
Synod action. 

Another resolution passed by the Wis- 
consin delegates stressed that in voting 
the suspension they were not “passing 
judgment on the personal faith of any 
individual member of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod,” but that they 
were addressing themselves to the cor- 
porate body. 

Still another resolution left the way 
open for a renewal of fellowship, declar- 
ing that “under conditions which do not 
imply a denial of our previous testimony 
we stand ready to resume discussions with 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
with the aim of re-establishing unity of 
doctrine and practice and of restoring 
fellowship relations, these discussions to 
be conducted outside the framework of 
fellowship.” 

Earlier in the convention, the Rev. Os- 
car J. Naumann, who was re-elected Wis- 
consin Synod president, sharply criticized 
the Missouri Synod’s liberal tendencies. 

He said that a new statement prepared 
by the Missouri Synod’s theological facul- 


Wisconsin Lutherans Break With Missouri Synod 


TEXT OF RESOLUTION SUSPENDING FELLOWSHIP 


Excerpts from a resolution adopted 
at the 36th biennial meeting of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Sy- 
nod suspending fellowship with the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod: 

“Whereas the Wisconsin Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Synod has lodged many 


admonitions and protests with the Lu- 
theran Church—Missouri Synod dur- 
ing the past 20 years to win her from 
the path that leads to liberalism in 
doctrine and practice . . . and, where- 
as, our admonitions have largely gone 
unheeded and issues have remained 
unresolved; and whereas _ the 
Commission on Doctrinal Matters has 


faithfully carried out its directions to 
continue discussions but now regret- 
fully reports that differences with re- 
spect to the Scriptural principles of 
church fellowship . . . have brought 
us to an impasse . . . therefore, be it 
resolved that we now suspend fellow- 
ship with the Lutheran Church—Mis- 
souri Synod on the basis of Romans 
16:17-18 with the hope and prayer 
to God that the Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod will hear in this reso- 
lution an evangelical summons to 
‘come to herself’ (Luke 15:17) and 
to return to the side of the sister from 
whom she has estranged herself.” 
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ties constituted an attack on the authority 
of Scripture. 

“The time has certainly arrived for 
our synod to speak clearly and in unmis- 
takable terms concerning this develop- 
ment,” Naumann declared. “When con- 
fidence has been destroyed it can be re- 
built only by the action of those who 
have destroyed it.” 

He added that “we have not been 
shown that our presentation on any doc- 
trine has gone beyond the teaching of 
Scripture. Therefore, we must say with 
Luther that unless we are shown from 
the clear Word of God where we have 
erred, we cannot recant or alter our posi- 
tion.” 

He said that all the church’s preaching 
depended upon the certainty of the Bible 
and its unchallenged authority. 

The president of the Missouri Synod, 
Dr. John W. Behnken, subsequently ad- 
dressed the delegates and issued a fruit- 
less plea: 

“If there are errors in our midst, then 
remain with us and help correct these 
errors.” 

Behnken said that differences between 
the two synods were not in doctrine but 
in the application of the Scripture. He 
said that the statement on the Bible re- 
ferred to earlier by Naumann was merely 
a study document submitted to the de- 
nomination’s clergy for examination and 
still subject to correction. He asserted 
that both synods had subscribed to the 
same official statement on biblical au- 
thority. 





Convention Circuit 


At Norfolk, Virginia—The National 
Association of Free Will Baptists ousted 
five national officers in a polity dispute 
which reached a showdown at the asso- 
ciation’s annual meeting in July. 

A resolution which removed the five 
from office reaffirmed belief in congrega- 
tional church government. It came as a 
result of a controversy over local church 
autonomy which split the congregation of 
the Edgemont Free Will Baptist Church 
at Durham, North Carolina. The dispute 
culminated with the ouster of its pastor, 
the Rev. Ronald Creech, and a North 
Carolina Superior Court order which 
turned over church administration to a 
minority group opposing the minister. 

The national offices declared vacant 
had been held by five North Carolina 
clergymen who became involved in the 
court fight over the Edgemont church 
and its property. All had signed court 
affidavits which stated they believed in a 
connectional form of church government. 
They are: 

The Rev. D. W. Hansley, pastor of 
the First Free Will Baptist Church, 
Kinston, and member of the association’s 
Superannuation Board; Dr. Michael Pelt, 
dean of the denomination’s Mount Olive 
Junior College, a school criticized by 
Creech; Dr. W. Burkette Raper, presi- 
dent of the college; the Rev. R. H. Jack- 
son, pastor of Pine Level Free Will Bap- 
tist Church and member of the Home 
Mission Board; and the Rev. Ralph 
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Lightsley, pastor of St. Mary’s Free Will 
Baptist Church, Newbern, and a mem- 
ber of the Free Will Baptist Bible Col- 
lege Board of Trustees. 

The executive committee of the North 
Carolina State Free Will Baptist Con- 
vention subsequently passed a resolution 
“vigorously protesting” the national asso- 
ciation’s ousters. 

The resolution, prepared by Raper, 
said “we believe the issue of church gov- 
ernment was only a pretense” for im- 
peachment of the officers concerned and 
that 
educational philosophy of Mount Olive 
College, the only regionally accredited 
college in the history of the Free Will 
Baptist Church.” 

The association’s executive 
secretary, Billy A. Melvin, then issued a 
statement denying that the college’s edu- 
cational philosophy was an issue in the 


“we believe the basic issue is the 


national 


dispute. 

Free Will Baptists are an Arminian 
group with some 2,500 churches in 31 
states and an inclusive membership of 
about 200,000. 


At Grand Rapids, Michigan—A major- 
ity element of the group which broke 
away from the Christian Reformed 
Church in 1926 is accepting reunifica- 
tion terms. The General Synod of the 
Protestant Reformed Churches in Amer- 
ica endorsed a proposal made a month 
earlier by the synod of the Christian Re- 
formed Church. The group includes 
some 15 congregations with about 5,000 
the 


1926 rift did not agree to reunification. 


members. A minority element of 


At Minneapolis, Minnesota — The 
North American Baptist General Confer- 
ence voiced strong support of the na- 
tion’s public school system and opposi- 
tion to the use of public funds for reli- 
gious schools at its triennial sessions. 

A resolution adopted by the conference 
said that “religious liberty is the basis 
and safeguard of all other liberties.” 

“Separation of church and state has 
proved to be a satisfactory safeguard for 
religious liberty in the United States,” 
the resolution added. 

It recalled President Kennedy's opposi- 
tion to federal aid for parochial schools 
and noted that “certain authorities . . 
have stated their opposition to any fed- 
eral legislation for public schools unless 
parochial schools were also included.” 

The Baptists said they would oppose 
such aid, whether “direct grants, indirect 
aid disguised as loans, and aids to reli- 
gious schools under the pretext of ‘na- 
tional defense.’ ” 
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The conference called on its members 
to increase their participation in public 
school activities. 

It also voted to commend the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs “for 
its faithful presentation of the Baptist 
witness to both governmental and non- 
governmental groups in instances where 
principles of religious liberty and separa- 
tion of church and state are involved.” 

The North American Baptist Confer- 
ence was formerly known as the German 
Baptist Church of North America. It has 
a membership of about 52,000. 


Summer Crusade 


Billy Graham’s four-week crusade in 
Philadelphia began Sunday, August 20, 
climaxing months of preparations which 
were the most extensive ever for an Amer- 
ican evangelistic series. 

In more than 5,000 homes in eastern 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, 
group prayer meetings have been con- 
ducted three times a week since June 5. 
With the start of the crusade, the fre- 
quency will be stepped up to five meet- 
ings per week in each home. 

Five thousand trained counsellors stood 
ready to aid those who responded to 
Graham’s appeal for commitment to 
Christ, despite a theft of authorization 
materials on the eve of the crusade open- 
ing. Three cardboard cartons of postage- 
paid envelopes disappeared from a loading 


Thwarted Thrust 
Theological liberals tried unsuc- 


cessfully last month to organize an 
ecumenical federation which would 
ostensibly have been representative 
of virtually all Latin American 
Protestantism. 

The bid was made at the Second 
Latin American Evangelical Con- 
ference at Lima, Peru, where some 
180 delegates (missionaries and na- 
tionals) representing all but two of 
the Latin American republics as- 


sembled to compare notes on the 
effect and future of their Protestant 
witness. 


Delegates from Argentina and 
Uruguay urged conference action 
toward creation of an_ inclusive 
Latin American church confedera- 
tion. Other delegates protested that 
the nature of the conference pre- 
cluded such action. A session was 
adjourned so that the proposal 
could be considered off the record. 
A debate ensued, but the proposal 


never came to a vote. 








August 28, 1961 










platform in back of the crusade offices. 
Each of the 5,000 envelopes contained a 
personally-typed badge and a sheet of 
instructions for those who had been quali- 
fied as counsellors. Crusade workers la- 
bored around the clock to address and 
stuff another set of envelopes with a new 
order of badges (a different color) and 
instructions. 

The crusade had wide church support. 
Methodist Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, 
who, as the crusade began, was being in- 
stalled as president of the World Meth- 
odist Council in Oslo, went so far as to 
insert a paid advertisement in Philadel- 
phia papers appealing to Methodists “to 
support this campaign for righteousness 
by their prayers, their presence, their 
services and their contributions.” 

The crusade opened in Convention 
Hall, which has a seating capacity of 
13,500. By Friday, August 25, the meet- 
ings were to have been moved to Munic- 
ipal Stadium, where the Army-Navy foot- 
ball game annually attracts some 100,000. 
Graham spokesmen emphasized that there 
was no expectation of filling the stadium; 
the move was designed merely to accom- 
modate more than was possible in the 
hall. 

This fall will see an international ex- 
change of evangelists in Graham’s work. 
Dr. S. Barton Babbage, dean of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in Melbourne, Australia, has 
been appointed as an associate evangelist 
for the Philadelphia crusade. 

In return, two Graham team members, 
Leighton Ford and Joe Blinco, plan to 
hold a series of evangelistic rallies across 
Australia and Tasmania in October, No- 
vember, and December. 


Hoax or Heresy? 


The August issue of Redbook maga- 
zine confirms the adage that statistics 
can be found to support most anything. 
In this case, the Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, which has had more than its share 
of embarrassment in recent years, again 
came out on the short end. 

The magazine includes an article based 
upon interviews with a group of semi- 
nary students whose responses actually 
establish little more than the probability 
that liberal ministers will preach liberal 
theology. Fancy editorial spadework, 
however, implies that today’s heresy will 
be tomorrow's norm in the Protestant 
ministry. 

Among the “startling” tabulations were 
these: Only 44 per cent of the students 
believe in the virgin birth of Christ. 
Only 29 per cent believe there is a real 
heaven and hell. Only 46 per cent be- 
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believer from the pen of this world leader in Protestantism 
cloth ... one written during his imprisonment by the Nazis... 
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commentaries of the New Testament. 
Twelve volumes of “Interpretations.” 
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NEWS 





lieve that Jesus ascended physically 
whole into heaven after his crucifixion. 

The article was particularly unfortu- 
nate for the Louisville 


seminary, only 


one of the eight* included in the survey 
which could be unquestionably char- 


No 


however, on 


acterized as evangelically-oriented. 
breakdown was available, 
the responses of the Louisville students 
in distinction from the others. 


Dr. Duke K. McCall, president of the 


Southern Baptist seminary, denounced 


PROTESTANT 


@ Transfer of three annual confer- 
ences of the Methodist Central (all- 
Negro) Jurisdiction to the denomina- 
‘North- 
eastern Jurisdiction will be delayed at 
the 17 
conferences in Central 
failed to the 
proposed transfer during their 1961 
The 


question have voted for transfer, but 


tion’s predominantly white 
because 14 of 
the 
act 


least a year 
annual 
Jurisdiction upon 


sessions. three conferences in 


a two-thirds majority of the 17 con- 
ferences is required. 
@ The Board of 
Home Missions plans to participate in 
the founding of a new liberal arts 
college at Sarasota, Florida. The inter- 


Congregational 


denominational, interracial institution 
will be known as New College and 
will be privately controlled and en- 
dowed. It is scheduled to 


open in 
September of 1964 with about 1,200 
students. 
@ A_newly-acquired headquarters 


building for Wycliffe Bible Trans- 
was dedicated last month 
in Santa Ana, California. The struc- 
ture was purchased with help from 
the Irvine Foundation. 


lators, Inc., 


@ Delegates to the 44th annual con- 
the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Convention in Wichita last month 
authorized a $100,000-per-year pro- 
gram of “Preaching Through 
Press” —nation-wide 


vention of 


the 
dissemination of 
Gospel messages through newspaper 
advertisements. 


@ A Christian television station in 
Norfolk, Virginia, plans to begin 
operation by October. Rights to the 
UHF channel to be employed are 
held by the Christian Broadcasting 
Network, Inc., which has also applied 
for a construction permit to operate a 


new FM station in Norfolk. The Rev. 
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the article as a “hoax on American Chris- 
tianity . perpetrated by a slovenly in- 
terpretation of an admittedly unscientific 
survey. 

The basic discrepancy of the sampling 
was a failure to take into account relative 
strengths of the conservative and liberal 
blocs in American Protestantism. 

The conservative Louisville 


seminary 
has an enrollment approaching the com- 
bined enrollments of the other seven 


seminaries in the poll, yet Louisville stu- 


PANORAMA 


M. G. (Pat) Robertson, son of U. S. 
Senator A. Willis Robertson, 
dent of the group. . . . 


is presi- 
Formosa’s first 
Christian radio station is scheduled to 
All Christian 
missions on the island have been in- 
vited to supply programs for the sta- 
tion, according to a Far East News 


go on the air this fall. 


Service report. 


@ The Sealantic Fund, Inc., is of- 
fering some $875,000 “or as much 
thereof as may be required” for pur- 
chase of books by accredited members 
of the American Association of The- 
ological Schools. Grants to individual 
seminaries will be conditioned upon 
their own resourcefulness in seeking 
funds for books from other sources. 


this 


for 


@ Abingdon Press announced 
month that its editorial offices 
Religion in Life, quarterly journal for 
Christian scholars, are being moved 
from New York to Nashville. 


@ Twenty-four U. S. missionaries 
were captured by Congolese rebel 
forces last month and placed under 
house arrest. The missionaries, mem- 
bers of the Unevangelized Fields Mis- 
sion Society, were released after one 
week, following a meeting of a mis- 
sionary representative with the Stan- 
leyville rebel regime. 


@ Special services in Saigon marked 
the 50th anniversary of Christian 
missions in Viet Nam. Keynote 
speaker was the Rev. L. L. King, for- 
eign secretary of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance which, back 
1911, became the first agency to send 
missionaries to Viet Nam. The au- 
tonomous Evangelical Church of Viet 
Nam now has a baptized church 
membership of about 25,000 plus a 
Christian community of many more 
thousands. 
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dents made up only about 10 per cent of 
the total interviewed. 

The article predicts that there will be 
fewer sermons on original sin in the 
future, then adds that “only 2 per cent 
of those interviewed are seriously in- 
terested in this subject”; “belief in the 
immortality of man also ranks as a major 
tenet for only 2 per cent”; and “only | 
per cent are convinced there will be a 
second coming of Christ.” The “1 per 
cent” apparently represents the response 
of one person, for the interviewing 
agency reported that only 89 students 
were polled in all (although the article 
claimed that “the firm’s researchers 
talked with more than a hundred”). Re- 
sults of the survey are complicated addi- 
tionally by the fact that the questionnaire 
said to have been used did not mention 
original sin, immortality, 
advent. 

Still another misleading aspect is the 
application of Episcopal Bishop James A. 
Pike’s widely-discussed doctrinal views 
as a possible harbinger of heresy. The 
reader is led to believe that the survey 
was conducted as a sequel to the Pike 
controversy. Actually the interviews were 
conducted before Pike's 
publicized. 

Even as the August Redbook hit the 
newsstands, the Louisville seminary and 
others of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion were being asked to determine doc- 
trinal loyalties of faculty members in a 
resolution adopted by the Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference of Oklahoma City. SBC 
President Herschel H. Hobbs was among 
those who voted for the resolution, said 
to have been drawn up after statements 
made by Dr. Dale Moody were in- 
terpreted as doctrinal deviations. Moody, 
professor of systematic theology at the 
Louisville seminary, reportedly acknowl- 
edged that he believes a person can 
“fall away after professing Christ,” that 
he favors open communion and the ac- 
ceptance of members into Baptist 
churches by alien immersion, and that 
he endorses the ecumenical movement. 
His views on conditional immortality are 
also under fire. 

Moody maintains, however, that the 
real reason for the action by the Okla- 
homa ministers was a speech he made last 
May at the SBC’s annual meeting in 
which he asserted that some Baptist 
preachers were “intemperate racial and 
religious bigots.” 


or the second 


views were 


*The others: Yale Divinity School, Union 
Theological Seminary of New York, Northwest 
Lutheran Seminary, Duke Divinity School, Pa- 
cific School of Religion, General Theological 
Seminary, and Iliff School of Theology. 
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UP TO $24.90 


CHOOSE YOUR FIVE FROM THESE WONDERFUL CHRISTIAN ALBUMS! 


MANY MORE AVAILABLE FOR REGULAR AND BONUS SELECTIONS WHEN YOU BECOME A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY RECORD CLUB! 


e A TIME TO SING 


Fague Springman, Baritone 

I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked 
© Lord God of Abrabam @ O Lord 
Most Holy @ Largo @ and five more. 
W-3077-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8028-LP STEREO 


@ COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 
The. White Sisters 

Count Your Blessings © There’s No 
Disappointment in Jesus @ I'm Not 
Alone @ In the Shadow of the Cross 
gee 10 other hymns. 
W-3053-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8001-LP STEREO 


© HYMNS OF FANNY CROSBY 
les Barnett — organ 

Blessed Assurance @ Tell Me the Story 
of Jesus @ All the Way My Savior 
Leads Me © and 15 other great hymns. 
W-3070-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8016-LP STEREO 


© CAVALCADE OF WORD 
ARTISTS 

The perfect way to become familiar 
with the styles and voices of some 
of the world’s leading Christian artists. 
Seventeen great Christian hymns and 
anthems, on one top-quality album! 
WLPD-3 HIGH FIDELITY 
WSTD-50 STEREO 


@ GLORY! GLORY! HALLELUJAH! 
Pau! Mickelson (conducting the Cathedral 
Symphony of London) and Choir 

Battle Hymn of the Republic @ Lead 
on O King Eternal @ This Is My 
Father's World © and seven other 


widely loved songs. 
: HIGH FIDELITY 
STEREO 


W-7004-LP 

WST-8034-LP 

@ IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Joe and Marion Talley — Trombone, 
Banjo, Organ, Piano 

Onward Christian Soldiers © What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus © Standing 
on the Promises © He Took My Sins 
Away ® and nine others. 

W-3095-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8037-LP STEREO 
@ SONGS FROM THE WORD 
Bill Carle — with Kurt Kaiser Orchestra 
How Great Thou Art @® How Big Is 
God ® Nazareth @© Day by Day @ 
Jesus, Rose of Sharon @ and six others. 
W-3098-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8039-LP STEREO 
@ HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW 
Ethel Waters 


His Eye Is on the Sparrow @ Deep 
River @ In His Care @ Just 2 Closer 
Walk with Thee @ Joy to My Soul 
© and four others, plus two medleys. 
W-3100-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8044-LP STEREO 
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@ WINGS OF PRAISE 

Melody Four Quartet 

Laudamus @ Our Great Savior @ All 
Creatures of Our God and King @ In 
My Heart There Rings a Melody @ 
with ten other hymas. 

W-3079-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8023-LP STEREO 
@ SONGS FROM THE HEART 
Frank Boggs, bass-baritone 

The Old Rugged Cross © My Heavenly 
Father Watches Over Me ® Then Jesus 
Came @ Balm in Gilead @ It Is No 
Secret ®@ and seven other hymns. 
W-3110-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8051-LP STEREO 
e SINGING 


Ronnie Avalone, tenor 


Singing © Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me @ 
If the Lord Could Have His Way ® 
and eight more. 

W-3058-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8005-LP STEREO 
@ A MIGHTY FORTRESS 

(Music of the Lutheran Church) 

Lutheran Hour Choir 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ¢@ 
All Glory Be to God on High ® Once 
He Came in Blessing @ Beautiful 
Saviour @ eleven other great songs. 


W-4017-LP HIGH FIDELITY 

WST-9003-LP STEREO 

@ OVER THE SUNSET 
MOUNTAIN 


Bill Pearce and Dick Anthony 

Over the Sunset Mountain © Cleanse 
Me @ The Lights of Home @ Beyond 
the Sunset © and seven more. 
W-3059-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8004-LP STEREO 


@ WHEN HOME IS HEAVEN 
Dr. Louis Evans 

Known far and wide for his ministry in 
the pulpit, Dr. Evans here presents 7 
talks dealing with the relationship of 
God in marriage and family life. 
W-3118-LP HIGH FIDELITY ONLY 
@ MOMENTS OF INSPIRATION 
Bill Mann, Lyric Tenor 

Above the Hills of Time © The 
Stranger of Galilee @ Only a Touch 
© Just for Today @ 1 Never Walk 
Alone © Blessed Assurance ®@ 6 others. 
W-3061-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8006-LP STEREO 


@ WHEATON COLLEGE 
CENTENNIAL ALBUM #2 


Wheaton College Musical groups 

Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken 
© Give to Our God ® All that Thrills 
My Soul @ And Can It Be ®@ and 
mine more songs and hymns. 

W-3101-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8042-LP STEREO 


@ REFLECTIONS 
Dick Anthony Choristers 
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus @ 
Unworthy @ The Lord’s My Shepherd 
© Lead, Kindly Light @ 8 others. 
W-3089-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8032-LP STEREO 
@ FROM THE HEART OF 

A MIRACLE 


Fifteenth Annual Youth for Christ Con- 
vention Choir, Bross Band and Musicians 
His Hand in Mine @ My Lord Has 
Need of Thee © On My Journey 
Home @ Ivory eae ® and eight 
more, plus a medley. 

W.3088-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8030-LP STEREO 


@ WITH HEARTS AFLAME 


J. T. Adams and the Men of Texas 

Pass Me Not ® The Great Physician 
® Send the Light © Kum By Ya ® 
Take Up Thy Cross © seven others. 
W-3071-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8017-LP STEREO 


@ THE MOODY CHORALE 


Don Hustod, Director 

Hallelujah Chorus @ Ivory Palaces @ 
The Lord Is My Shepherd © Carol 
of the Drum © Lox in the Night 
© and six others. 

W-3009-LP HIGH FIDELITY ONLY 


@ MEDITATION AT DAWN, 
VOL. il 


Lew Charles and Charles Magnuson, 
Organ and Piano 

When Morning Dawns @ Tell Me the 
Story of Jesus @ Beneath the Cross @ 
Come Thou Fount @ and nine more. 
W-3069-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8013-LP STEREO 


© A SONG IS RINGING 


Moody Women’s Glee Club 

and Handbell Choir 

The Ninety-fifth Psalm @ Allelujab @ 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
© The Twenty-third Psalm © O Sacred 
Head ® and nine others. 

W-3111-LP HIGH FIDELITY 
WST-8052-LP STEREO 
@ LEAD KINDLY LIGHT 

Lew Charles, Organ 

O To Be Like Thee @ Living for Jesus 
@ Every Moment of Every Day ® 
W biter than Snow ® six more; medley. 
W-3080-LP HIGM FIDELITY ONLY 


@ TAKE GOD ALONG. cawp.cr.rue- 


WOODS BAND 


Zion March ¢ Now I Belong to Jesus 

® It's Just Like His Great Love ¢ All 

Dey Long + His Name © end four 

others. 

W-3066-1P (High Fidelity) $3.98 
WST-8012-1P (Steree) $4.96 


OFFER LIMITED TO U.S.A.—OTHERS PLEASE INQUIRE 
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NEWS 


EAST GERMANS DEFY REDS 





One of eight simultaneous opening services at the Berlin Kirchentag. 
overflow crowd heard Bishop Otto Dibelius at Kirche am Sudstern, West Berlin. 


The following report was prepared for 
Curistianiry Topay by one of its Con- 
tributing Editors, Dr. Harold B. Kuhn 
of Asbury 


was on the scene in Berlin: 


Theological Seminary, who 


With the ringing of bells in a score 
of church towers in West Berlin, the 
tenth Evangelical (Lutheran) Congress 
of Germany opened Wednesday after- 
noon, July 19. 
held 
in Berlin, five in the West and three in 
the East. 


Opening services were 
simultaneously in eight churches 
In spite of the last-minute 
withdrawal of permission for East Ger- 


mans to attend the 


congress by the 
rulers of the so-called German Demo- 
cratic Republic, there were a surprising 
number from the Communist-controlled 
zone amid the 33,000 persons who reg- 
istered ofhcially for the Kirchentag 
Church Day), as the congress is known 
in Germany. In his opening address in 
the Kirche am Sudstern, Bishop Otto 
Dibelius told an overflow crowd that the 
stream of unbelief which rages as a tor- 
rent in the Communist East is also work- 
ing to undermine Christian faith in the 
Free World. 

Cancellation of permission to hold any 
but strictly “worship” and communion 
services in East Berlin created a feeling 
of disappointment which hung over the 


Most 


were 


entire five days of the Kirchentag. 


East German Protestant leaders 
specifically barred. Only one East Ger- 
man bishop was on hand. Many program 
readjustments were necessitated by the 
East German action. Few of the edu- 


cated who would normally speak for the 


42 [994] 





TO ATTEND KIRCHENTAG 


Here an 


East German churches dared to cross the 
border into free Berlin. There was, how- 
ever, an unnumbered host of humble 
Christians who could and did pass over 
unnoticed. The leadership of the Kirch- 
entag took every possible precaution to 
safeguard the privacy and well-being of 
these visitors, as well as to make special 
maintenance, for 
most of them arrived with little or no 


money. 


provisions for their 


The five days’ sessions were mainly 
concerned with five subjects: the Bible 
and its message; the church and the ecu- 
menical movement; the church’s obliga- 
tions to commerce, industry, and labor; 
the church’s obligations to the cultural 
life of the nation; and the church in to- 
day’s divided, world. 4 

Bible-study sessions were uniformly 
About 23,000 assembled 
in the West Berlin Exhibition Grounds 
to hear an hour's exposition of the 139th 
Psalm. Daily “working groups” met in 


well attended. 


three separate halls to hear gifted leaders 
discuss such topics as the biblical under- 
standing of man, the nature of Bible 
prophecy, the question of God's image 
in man, and God's covenant with Israel. 
Concerted efforts were made to counter 
the notion that the Bible is merely “a 
thick, black-bound book for old people.” 
There was remarkably little discussion 
about Bultmann or Tillich; the emphasis 
was chiefly upon what the Bible itself 
has to say. 

Various speakers were concerned, as 
in past congresses, to discover why the 
church failed so signally in the life of 
Germany from 1918 to 1930, and why 
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she capitulated so tragically to Hitler and 
his pagan “German Christians” after 
1933. Particularly acute was the heart- 
searching over anti-semitism. The spirit 
of the in Jerusalem 
hung heavily over these discussions; the 
outsider received the impression that con- 
scientious Christians felt that they, too, 
were on trial with Eichmann. Careful 
attention was given to the “roots of anti- 
semitism” and to the misuse to which 
the German leaders after 1933 put the 
concept of “chosen people.” 

The ecumenical movement was repre- 
sented by guests from Asia, Africa, and 


Eichmann trial 


the Americas, as well as by delegates 
from most of the countries of Western 
Europe. Discussions differed from those 
which might be heard in the United 
States, national 
church which is basically united and the 
denominational problem is totally differ- 
ent from that which exists in the West- 
ern Hemisphere. 

Surprising were the depths taken in 
some of the discussions of the obligations 


for Germany has a 


of the church in commerce, industry, and 
labor. It was evident that church leaders 
are determined that the “error of acqui- 
escence” committed during the Hitlerian 
era should not be repeated. Over and 
over again, speakers and discussion lead- 
ers sought to discover the implications 
of Christianity for man’s complex of in- 
terpersonal relationships and to set forth 
the prophetic role of the Church vis-a- 
vis these relationships. Much recogni- 
tion was given the shrinking of the 
areas of human freedom within the com- 
mon life and the increasing degree of 
obligation for the Christian to utilize 
constructively the areas of freedom 
which him. Such contem- 
poraiy idols as the mania for money- 
making, the overbalanced desire for tem- 
poral security, and the reliance upon 
birth and class instead of proficiency 
came in for severe criticism. 


remain to 


Similar concern was expressed and 
explored in the discussions on the 
church and culture. The U. S. evangel- 
ical would often disagree with the per 
missiveness in attitude of Christians in 
Germany (even of those giving evidence 
of personal regeneration) toward many 
forms of amusement. Such institutions 
as the dancing school (a seeming neces 
sity for youth from the “better” German 
families) are taken for granted. At the 
same time, concern was expressed that 
the message of the Christian evangel 
penetrate the ranks of those who shape 
the cultural forms of the nation. 

On the question of today’s divisions, 
the Kirchentag leadership leaned over 
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backward to avoid giving the impression 
that the meetings were arenas for intensi- 
fication of the cold war. West German 
chaplains, for instance, were not en- 
couraged to come to Berlin. Discussions 
involving political questions were con- 
ducted so as not to entail difficulties for 
delegates or visitors from the East Zone. 
Nonetheless, there was a consistent and 
firm recognition of the demonic quality 
of Soviet imperialism, whether embodied 
within the U.S.S.R. itself or whether 
expressed in the satellite countries. Em- 
phasis was placed upon the duty of the 
Christian to project the evangel into 
his environment. 

The congress transpired in an atmos- 
phere made tense by Khrushchev’s an- 
nounced determination for a “peace 
treaty.” 

The closing rally of the congress in 
West Berlin’s Olympic Stadium drew a 
crowd estimated by some at more than 
100,000. The huge throng, mingling 
around a giant wooden cross, heard a 
plea over the 100 scattered loudspeakers 
to “make Christ the compass of their 
everyday life” from Dr. Reinhold von 
Thadden Trieflaff, head of the church 
day presidium. The proceedings were 
carried across Western Europe by radio 
and television. Bishop Dibelius led the 
gathering in reciting the Lord’s Prayer 
to close the rally. 

Another highlight of the gigantic con- 
gress was a children’s rally attended by 
more than 12,000 youngsters from 6 to 
13 years of age. 

Participants in the children’s rally in- 
cluded many children of American and 
British families stationed in West Berlin. 

Some of the principal speakers were 
dispatched to hold a service of spiritual 
encouragement at the huge Marienfelde 
refugee camp. Some went to orphanages 
and to homes for invalids and widows. 
Bishop Dibelius himself was one of sev- 
eral important personages who took time 
to meet with groups of a dozen or so 
teen-agers, answering their questions. 

Thus, in general, the emphases of the 
Kirchentag were heartening. On the 
negative side, there was a tendency to 
regard all church members as_ being 
Christians, by virtue of baptism and con- 
firmation. This tendency is a heavy bur- 
den on the back of the German Evan- 
gelical (Lutheran) Church. The Kirch- 
entag must, however, be judged for 
what it is, not for what it might be. 
As an attempt to explore the meaning 
of the Lord’s words, “I am with you,” 
for the church in general, and for her 
laity in particular, it is an encouraging 
sign in the West German sky. 
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Exit Missionary 


An application for visa renewal by 
\alph T. Henley, one of the two U. S. 
missionaries for Churches of Christ in 
Jerusalem, was rejected this month. 

The action was the latest event in a 
series of setbacks that a small Church 
of Christ in Jerusalem has suffered in 
recent months (see CHurisTiANiTy To- 
pay, July 31 issue). Jewish fanatics 
pelted the church with stones for weeks 
with little restraining action from local 
police. 

Henley’s visa had expired and he was 
seeking an extension for two months. 
The visa of his American colleague in 
Jerusalem, Ernest O. Stewart, will not 
expire until November. Henley is spon- 
sored by a Church of Christ in Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee, Stewart by one in 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Henley reafirmed that neither he nor 
Stewart have “engaged in any activities 
which other missionaries are not engaged 
in... nor have we ever done anything 
laws of 


outside or contrary to the 


Israel.” 
Henley charged that the motivation 
for the visa denial was political. He said 


that the Ministry of the Interior was 
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“playing a game” with the church in 
hopes of getting more votes in an elec- 
tion held this month. 

“The religious parties,” he declared, 
“are opposed to all missionary activity in 
the country—Catholic and Protestant. 
They should like very much to sweep the 
country clean of Christian contamina- 
tion.” 


Fatal Trip 


Dr. Martin Niemédller and his wife 
were vacation driving through Denmark 
this month when their car went out of 
control and crashed into a tree. Niemdl- 
ler’s wife and another woman in the car 
were killed. 

Nieméller, who was hospitalized with 
serious injuries, is one of Germany's 
most prominent churchmen and one of 
the most controversial because of his paci- 
fist views. An outspoken opponent of 
nuclear weapons for West Germany, he 
frequently has embarrassed church of- 
ficials by political remarks used by Com- 
munists for propaganda purposes. 

The 69-year-old churchman’s most 
recent exchange revolved on his state- 
ments against the Kirchentag which he 
was reported to have made while touring 
East Germany. The Communist press 
quoted him as having charged that the 
congress added to cold war tensions. 
Niemiller labeled the reports “false and 
distorted.” 


Portuguese Prisoner 

Dr. Cecil Scott, British representative 
of the Evangelical League for Mission- 
ary and Educational Work in Portugal 
and Angola, was arrested last month by 
Portuguese police in Lisbon. 

No specific charges were immediately 
filed against him, but the arrest was 
linked with recent official charges by the 
Portuguese government that certain Prot- 
estant pastors have been involved in ter- 
rorist activities in Angola. 

A statement from the Overseas Minis- 
try asserted that “certain persons con- 
nected with activities (Cin 
Angola) are more directly employed in 
campaigning against the Portuguese au- 
thorities than in achieving their evangel- 


Protestant 


istic aims.” 

In Angola, meanwhile, an American 
Methodist minister was jailed and held 
incommunicado for 28 days. The Rev. 
Raymond E. Noah finally was released 
by Portuguese police and turned over to 
officials of the U.S. Embassy in Lisbon. 

Newspaper sources in Angola said 
that Noah had been charged—along with 
Scott—with assisting Angolan students 


sactueneaesseverecseensesserercnnesessessesnices| 0 flee: Portugal. 
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Suicide Report 


Dr. Douglas Eugene Wallace, 37- 
year-old professor of Bible and religious 
education at California Baptist College, 
took his own life July 10, Baptist Press 
reported. 

Wallace was a graduate of Grand 
Canyon College and Golden Gate Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary. He earned a 
doctor’s degree at the University of 
Edinburgh and had been teaching at 
California Baptist College since 1958. 


The Cardinal... 


The Roman Catholic priest, for 
whom the Hollywood producer 
traditionally reserves only favor- 
able characterizations, may be in 
for a compromised role: 

Producer Otto Preminger says 
he plans to make The Cardinal, 
best-selling novel by the late Henry 
Morton Robinson, into a motion 
picture. 

The 1950 novel by Robinson, 
who was a Roman Catholic, traces 
a Boston youngster’s rise to the 
cardinalate. It is not a wholly sym- 
pathetic treatment, however, and 
the novel has been criticized in 
some Roman Catholic quarters. 


... and the Eagle 


Soaring through space on his 
orbiting flight around the world, 
Russian cosmonaut Gherman S. 
Titov exclaimed: “I am an eagle!” 

What Titov did not know was 
that the Southern Baptists’ Bible 
verse for that day (August 7) ad- 
monished against such boasting. 
It was Obadiah 4: 

“Though thou exalt thyself as 
the eagle, and though thou set 
thy nest among the stars, thence 
will I bring thee down, saith the 
Lord.” 

Obadiah’s words were delivered 
to the Edomites, who, proud and 
haughty, had believed themselves 
to be above the reach of God. 

The quotation for August 7 was 
selected last December as_ the 
Southern Baptist Training Union's 
daily Bible passage. 

Lest readers apply the passage 
solely to the Russian “eagle,” Edi- 
tor Donald F. Ackland of Open 
Windows, Southern Baptist devo- 
tional quarterly, said that one must 
“remember the eagle is the symbol 
of the United States also.” 
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Frank Buchman 
The death this month of Dr. Frank 


N. D. Buchman cast a question mark 
over the future of the Moral Re-Arma- 
ment movement, one of the most suc- 
cessful of modern cults. 

“We shall carry on in the future 
exactly as in the past,” said an MRA 
spokesman, “but there will be no suc 
cessor to Buchman. A number of peo- 
ple who have worked at his side will 
take over direction. There will be no 
formal leader.” 

Actually the movement has never had 
an official leader, although Buchman— 
who attributed every decision and act 
to divine guidance—was founder and 
undisputed titular head. 

A memorial service for Buchman, 83 
when he died, was held at MRA world 
headquarters in Caux, Switzerland. The 
body was to have been interred in an 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, cemetery near 
his native Pennsburg. 

The question of MRA’s perpetuation 
emerges because of the movement's close 
identification with Buchman as a person. 
The cult was referred to as Buchmanism 
in earlier days, and dictionaries still carry 
the term. 






Deaths: Domenico Cardinal Tar- 
dini, 73, Vatican Secretary of State. 
His successor in office is Amleto Gio- 
vanni Cardinal Cicognani, 78, who 
for 25 years was Apostolic Delegate 
to the United States . . . Dr. Sidney 
Malcolm Berry, 80, former secretary 
of the Congregational Union of Eng- 
land and Wales . . . Dr. Hoyt Chester 
Woodring, Jr., 46, professor at Em- 
maus Bible School, Oak Park, Illinois. 














Appointments: As president of 
Waterloo (Ontario) Lutheran Uni- 
versity, Dr. William John Villaume 

. as president of the Buffalo Bible 
Institute, Dr. Neil Ayres Winegarden 

. as president of Lancaster (Penn- 
sylvania) School of the Bible, the 
Rev. Stuart E. Lease . . . as dean of 
the San Francisco Conservative Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Dr. Wil- 
liam Kerr . . . as dean of the faculty 
at George Fox College, Dr. George H. 
Moore . . . as dean of the Baptist 
Bible Institute, Graceville, Florida, 
Dr. Walter D. Draughon, Jr. . . . as 
professor of philosophy and teligion 
at Tarkio (Missouri) College, Dr. Ad- 
dison H. Leitch . . . as professor of 














PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 





In its favor is endorsement at one time 
or another by so many world figures, 
including President Truman, Chancellor 
Adenauer, and Japanese Prime Minister 
Kishi. The movement is well financed, 
having among its followers a number of 
wealthy men and women. 

Beliefs propounded by Buchmanites 
defy precise analysis because they are 
so highly subjective (e.g. his four abso- 
lutes: honesty, purity, selflessness, and 
love). Buchman to his death refused to 
be drawn into doctrinal specifics, even 
when controversy touched such issues as 
the role of Christ’s atonement in Chris- 
tian experience. 

The cult has never had church-wide 
support even though it is Christian- 
oriented in a broad sense. Buchman was 
a Lutheran minister, having graduated 
from the Mt. Airy Lutheran Seminary 
in Philadelphia. He never married. 

Buchman started the movement at 
Oxford University in England. The term 
“Moral Re-Armament” was not intro- 
duced until some years later. 

A statement he made in 1936 plagued 
him until his death: 

“T thank heaven for a man like Adolf 
Hitler, who built a front line of defense 
against the anti-Christ of communism.” 










missions at Dallas Theological Semi- 
nary, Dr. Gerhard W. Peters . . . as 
national chairman of the Religion in 
American Life campaign, Roger Hull 

. as “field representative for re- 
ligion in medicine” for the American 
Medical Association, the Rev. Paul 
B. McCleave, a Presbyterian. 






Retirement: As _ professor of 
Christian education at Asbury Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dr. Harold C. 
Mason, subsequently appointed visit- 
ing professor of philosophy and re- 
ligion at Bethel College, Mishawaka, 


Indiana. 


Quotes: “Some depictions on 
stage and screen could not better fit 
into the total disparaging picture the 
Soviets are always painting of Amer- 
ica if they had been selected by a 
‘Board of Communists’ whose goal is 
the destruction of our free land.”— 
Dr. Frederick Brown Harris, chaplain 
of the U. S. Senate . . . “Bend your 
knees—not your elbows—if you would 
solve the world’s problems.”—Mrs. 
Fred J. Tooze, president, Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union. 
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VALUABLE IDEAS FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Looking forward to the start of 
a new Sunday school year? Here 
is another opportunity we have to 
reach more boys and girls. 

Perhaps you are looking for 
“ideas” — a new approach to 
effectively these 
young people for Christ. Have 
you thought of using Bible-cen- 


reach more 


tered filmstrips with records as 
teaching tools? Filmstrips are 
IDEAS. Spirit-filled ideas 
with power that penetrates 
through the eye and the ear— 
straight to the heart! 

I would like you to have the 
new IDEA BOOKLET—just re- 
leased. This booklet gives many 
valuable ideas for the use of film- 
strips for the PRIMARY age level 
or the JUNIOR age level. 

For instance, how about giving 
Primary and Junior boys and 
girls a clearer understanding and 
appreciation of the Bible? For 
Primaries there is: LEARNING 
ABOUT OUR BIBLE, and for 
Juniors: GETTING TO KNOW 
THE BIBLE BETTER and THE 
STORY OUR BIBLE TELLS. 
And there are others, too, 

Why not send for your free 
IDEA BOOKLET for Primaries 
or Juniors today? I will see that 
you get it immediately! 


Darth Purch, 


Audio-Visual Counseling Dept. 
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Bible Book of the Month 


ESTHER 


Tuis Book is named after its principal 
character, Esther, the beautiful Jewish 
maiden whose vicissitudes at the court 
of Persia were instrumental in saving 
her people from extermination. In the 


| Hebrew Bible the book is included in 
| the third division, the Writings of Hagio- 


grapha, and is one of the “five scrolls” 
which are read at the Jewish festivals. 
The famous medieval Jewish philosopher, 


Maimonides (1135-1204), asserted that 
when all the rest of the Old Testament 
| canon would have passed away in the 
| days of the coming of the Messiah, 


Esther and the Law would still remain. 


OUTLINE OF CONTENTS 


Because Queen Vashti had refused Aha- 
suerus’ summons to display her beauty 
before “the peoples and the princes,” she 
was dethroned (1:1-22) and eventually 
displaced by Esther (2:1-18). In the 
meantime Esther’s cousin Mordecai dis- 
covered a conspiracy against the king, 
which event was recorded in the royal 
chronicles (2:19-23). Mordecai refused 
to bow down before Haman, and in his 
rage this pompous vizier decided to have 
all the Jews in Persia executed (3:1-15). 
Mordecai then persuaded Esther to in- 
tervene on behalf of the Jews and said: 
“Who knows whether you have not come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
(4:14). Esther accepted the challenge: 
“If I perish, I perish” (4:16), and in- 
vited the king and Haman to a banquet 
(5:1-8). Mordecai still refused to rise 
or tremble before Haman, which caused 


Haman to plot Mordecai’s death on the 


gallows (5:9-14). During a sleepless 
night the king’s attention was drawn to 
the unrewarded service which Mordecai 
had rendered him (6:1-5), and Haman 
was unexpectedly forced to honor Mor- 
decai (6:6-14). The denouement of the 
plot is reached when Esther disclosed 
Haman’s device to the king, with the 
result that Haman was hanged and Mor- 
decai honored (7:1-8:2). Esther be- 
sought the king to avert the evil design 
of Haman, and by a second degree the 
Jews were permitted to defend them- 
selves (8:3-17). This they did, and to 
commemorate their deliverance, the feast 
of Purim was instituted on the authority 
of letters sent out by Mordecai and 
Esther as an annual two-day festival 
(€9:1-10:3). 

The position of this book in criticism 


today concerns two main problems in re- 
gard to its historicity and significance, 
and a few lesser problems in connection 
with its authorship, date, unity, purpose, 
and the origin of the festival of Purim. 


HISTORICITY 


Opinion among critical scholars today 
can be boiled down to the following 
statements: The local color and the “his- 
toric setting” of the narrative cannot be 
denied, but this “does not necessarily 
prove that the incidents related actually 
occurred” (Pfeiffer). It becomes a ques- 
tion of weighing the balance, and in this 
connection a few things must be clearly 
understood: firstly, the historic data are 
insufhcient to warrant dogmatic conclu- 
sions either way; secondly, the onus to 
prove the validity of the conclusion rests 
with them who questioned the explicit 
purport of the book; and, thirdly, the 
attitude towards the Bible as Word of 
God will inevitably have a bearing upon 
the conclusions to which we may arrive. 

Critical scholars are agreed that the 
book of Esther purports to be the recital 
of actual events. They cannot deny the 
“fairly accurate knowledge which the 
author possessed about Persian royal pal- 
aces, and about Persian manners and 
customs.” In his book Le Musée du 
Louvre et la Bible, the well-known André 
Parrot attests that the excavations at 
Susa, in spite of the unscientific methods 
applied by the expedition of Morgan, 
confirms the description given in this 
book! In weighing these data conserva- 
tive scholars are inclined to second the 
opinion of Wick Broomall that the book 
of Esther “is history—plain and simple; 
names, places, dates, and customs are all 
related on the historical level. Unless 
we begin with this premise, the story 
will have little meaning for us” (The 
Biblical Expositor, p. 396). Critical 
scholars, on the other hand, refer to these 
data as “the only support” for the con- 
servative point of view, not because they 
deem them unconvincing in themselves 
but on account of the paramount weight 
they attach to the other scale of the bal- 
ance, consisting in “chronological inac- 
curacies, exaggerations, strange coinci- 
dences, inconsistencies, and other fanci- 
ful details.” 

A scrutinized study of the principal 
objections to the historicity of the book 
prove them to be inconclusive. For in- 
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stance, all the characters in the book, 
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with the exception of Xerxes, are being | 


regarded as “purely imaginary” because 


profane history does not refer to any one | 


of them. Now it is most interesting to 
know that the Historiae of Herodotus 
terminates in 478 B.c., the | 
Esther’s coronation, and that most of the 


year of | 


historical records of that period were lost. | 
This argumentum e silentio, therefore, | 
does not carry much weight. More con- | 
vincing is the argument that according | 


to Herodotus, the wife of Xerxes was 


Amestris. But can it be dogmatically con- | 
firmed that Xerxes did not have a queen | 


of the second order, such as was the 
case with Cambyses and pseudo-Smerdis? 
The onus to prove this in the face of 
the scanty historical data rests with the 
critical scholars. 

Many of the objections to the his- 
toricity of the book are not more than 


hypothetical, because we have very little | 


data in connection with the Eastern Di- 
aspora between the fourth and the second 
century B.c. We must allow the prob- 


ability of new light being used on some | 
or most of the alleged inconsistencies in | 


the book. When Pfeiffer asserts: “It is 
idle to speculate on the possibility that 
some incidents may be based on fact, for 
such guesses lack all confirmation” (In- 
troduction, p. 740), his supposition is 
clearly that we do know all or most of 
the facts. This, however, is not true. 
We, on our side, assert that the critical 
scholars are overloading the weight of 
their objections, and that this is why 
they can come to the conclusion that our 
book “is fiction and not history.” We 
would like to contradict the statement 
that “all recent defenses of the historicity 
of the book of Esther remain unconvinc- 
ing, because they fail to do justice to the 
real nature of the book” (Pfeiffer); in- 
deed, the book is what it purports to be 


—a recital of actual facts. 
SIGNIFICANCE 


In their appraisal of the book, critical 
scholars distinguish between its aestheti- 
cal and religious significance. From a 
literary point of view most scholars are 
agreed that the book “deserves to be 
reckoned among the masterpieces of lit- 
erature” (B. W. Anderson, The Inter- 
preter’s Bible, Vol. 3, p. 831). The 
book’s religious significance, however, is 
categorically denied. Pfeiffer puts it this 
way: “Since religion is deliberately ex- 
cluded from the book of Esther any ver- 
dict based on religious values is mani- 
festly out of place, whether it be favor- 
able or unfavorable” Cop. cit., p. 747). 
The inclusion of this book in the canon 
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of the Old Testament can only be ex- 
| plained, according to Eissfeldt, on the 

assumption of the inextricable connection 
| between the Jewish religion and nation. 
But 
as Christians we will have to subscribe 


This, he says, we can understand. 


to the word of Luther: “I am so hostile 
to the book [II Maccabees] and to Esther 
that | wish they did not exist at all; for 


they Judaize too much and have much 
translation, but a smooth, easy- 74 


to-read literary masterpiece... 
the language most likely to bring 
meaning into your heart and 
mine. These are words to get ex- 
cited about.”"—LLoyp KALLAND, 
Christian Life 


heathen perverseness.” 

We cannot, however, approve of this 
extreme judgment. 
that the name 
tioner, that 


It is perfectly true 
of God 


there are no 


is never men- 
references to 
any supplications on the part of the 
people in their time of terrible distress, 
| that afraid of 
using even the formal and conventional 
that the 
| conduct of Mordecai and even of Esther 


©GenerALLy speaking, one can 
read this translation with confi- 
dence. He should do so to get 
a fresh and vivid approach to the 
Word of God.” — Everett F. 


the writer seems almost 


religious terminology; moral 


HARRISON. The Sunday School was not always unimpeachable, as, for 
Times instance, the time when Esther did not 
At all booksellers + $4.95 | correct the erroneous inference of the 


king in connection with Haman’s inten- 
tion (7:8). 
erations 


More than 


3,000,000 


copies in print 


Nevertheless, these consid- 
sufficient reason for 
doubting the canonicity of the book. We 
do agree that it is not easy to account 
for the omission of the name of God, 
but we want to stress the point that this 
does not imply that the book is irre- 
ligious. Anderson rightly observes that 
the Jews have always found in the story 
the expression of real religious sentiment, 
even though it is couched in nonreligious 
language and deals with natural rather 
| than supernatural circumstances (op. cit., 
| p. 830). The people who were endan- 
| gered by the plot of Haman, and were 
| saved through the intermediation of 
| Mordecai and Esther, were God’s people, 
| and their history, even in the Eastern 
Diaspora, was inextricably connected 
with the history of redemption. Seen 
from this point of view, the book of 
Esther serves the purpose of showing 
how divine Providence overrules all 
things on behalf of His people. In the 
context of the Bible’s message, the book 
of Esther certainly has religious signifi- 
cance in that it describes an episode in 
the titanic struggle between the Serpent 
and the Woman’s Seed (Gen. 3:15). 

The “immoral” conduct of Mordecai 
and Esther is nowhere in the book ap- 
proved and must be assessed in the light 
of the normative content of the Bible as 
a whole. 
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6:1) considered Mordecai to be the 
author, and in favor of this 9:20 has 
been adduced where it says that Morde- 
cai “recorded these things.” There is, 
however, a clear distinction between the 
book of Esther and the 
Mordecai. Doubtless, in composing our 
book, the unknown author made use of 
Mordecai’s records and other 
documents (2:23; 10:2). 

The events related in this book took 
place during the reign of the Persian 
king Ahasuerus who is today normally 
identified with Xerxes I (485-465 B.c.). 

The date of composition, however, 
cannot be easily and precisely ascertained. 
According to 10:2, the book was writ- 
ten after the death of Ahasuerus. In 
fact, when it was composed the official 
state history of Xerxes had been written. 
\ccording to 9:19 the festival of Purim 
had already been instituted. There are, 
however, strong reasons for assigning the 
date of composition to a period not very 
long after the events it records. The lay- 
out of the royal palace must have been 
known to the author; and yet the palace 
was destroyed by fire within 30 years of 
the death of Xerxes. This, in connec- 
tion with other considerations, seems to 
point to a date within a century of the 
story. Critical scholars, of course, do 
not agree with this, for in their opinion, 
the compilation of Esther must be placed 
as late as possible in the Greek period, 
some bringing the date as far forward as 
the middle of the first century B.c 


“writings” of 


written 


UNITY AND PURPOSE 


Several scholars regard the closing pas- 
sage, especially 9:20-32, as a gloss on 
the ground of linguistic and stylistic dif- 
ferences, which allegedly are peculiar to 
this section, and some supposed incon- 
sistencies and contradictions. The ob- 
jections which are raised against the in- 
tegrity of this pericope are, however, in- 
decisive. Careful literary analysis reveals 
that the author's characteristic style is 
found throughout the book, and we can- 
not detect, for instance, any change in 
the prescriptions regarding the celebra- 
tion of Purim, and the same applies, 
mutatis mutandis, to the other supposed 
inconsistencies. We agree with Edward 
Young that there seem to be no objec- 
tive grounds for rejecting 9:20-32 or 10: 
\-3 (Introduction, p. 350). 
Concerning the purpose of the book, 
we shall have to distinguish between the 
frst and the ultimate purpose. I think 
we may agree with Anderson in assert- 
ing that the book’s first purpose is to ex- 
plain and justify and regulate the cele- 
bration of a festival for which there is no 


basis in the Law by appealing to “his- | 
tory” to furnish the reason for its origin | 


and institution (Cop. cit., 824). The 


ultimate purpose is to show how divine 
Providence protected the covenant peo- 


ple, even in a distant country, and thus 
upheld the validity of God's promise that 
the Messiah would be born from the | 


seed of Abraham. 


FESTIVAL OF PURIM 


The origin of the feast of Purim, as set 
forth in this book, is thought to be im- 
probable, since the word pur is presum- 


ably not used in this sense in Persian. 


Indeed, the word is manifestly a non- 
Hebrew word as the Hebrew translation 
is expressly given (3:7). Scholars are 
mostly agreed that it is derived from 
the Accadian word puru (lot). On this 
presumption the theory is based that the 
festival of Purim must also be of foreign 
origin, and that it was appropriated by 
the Jews of the Eastern Dispersion. 
Scholars have variously attempted to ex- 
plain it as a Babylonian New Year feast 
or a Persian celebration in honor of the 
dead. Eissfeldt, rightly ob- 
serves that these, and other, theories are 
presumptious. Although we may admit 
that in their celebration the Jews did 
follow some of the Persian customs, 
there is no reason for denying the accu- 
racy of 9:22 as a historically correct ex- 
planation of the origin of this feast. 


however, 


LITERATURE 


The standard commentaries of Keil and 
Delitzsch and Lange are still worthwhile. 
A short but informative (conservative) 
exposition is found in the New Bible 
Commentary (IVCF, London, 1954), by 
A. Macdonald. The discerning reader 
may consult the elaborate and able in- 
troduction and commentary by Bernhard 
W. Anderson and Arthur C. Lichten- 
berger in The Interpreter’s Bible (Abing- 
don, 1954). We can approve of much 
that is being said by Anderson in his 
article, “The Place of the Book of Esther 
in the Christian Bible” (Journal of Re- 
ligion, Vol. XXX, 1950, pp. 32-43.) 
Works on introduction and critical ques- 
tions are covered in Edward J. Young’s 
An Introduction to the Old Testament 
(Eerdmans, 1949). For devotional pur- 
poses we can recommend the chapter on 
Esther by the late G. Campbell Morgan 
in Living Messages, and the contribution 
by Wick Broomall in The Biblical Ex- 
positor (Holman, 1960). 
P. A. VERHOEF 
Professor of Old Testament 
Dutch Reformed Theological Seminary 
Stellenbosch, South Africa 
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idles in Te sidan 


PROBLEM OF MISSIONS: THEOLOGICAL SOFTNESS 


God's Mission—and Ours, by Eugene 


L. Smith (Abingdon, 1961, 169 pp., 


$3.25), is reviewed by John H. Kromminga, President, Calvin Seminary. 


The mission of the Christian Church 
is an all-embracing task in which the 
whole Church ought to be involved. It 
is a subject for profound study, involving 
the most basic Christian concepts; it is 
a complex subject, requiring adaptation 
of all facets of the Christian faith to 
many and varied cultures. These are 
among the important messages which 
author Smith forcefully drives home. 

His book will prove helpful to many 
kinds of people. It will be especially so 
to the many loyal supporters of the Chris 
tian mission who have never been able 
to visualize conditions of life and culture 
in a foreign country. Drawing on wide 
contacts, making excellent use of a goodly 
store of illustrations, and writing with 
commendable vigor, the author has suc 
ceeded in lifting the reader out of isola 
tion. Throughout the book he communi 
cates the conviction that the Christian 
mission is carried out in a world of con 
crete reality and cannot ignore the burn 
ing issues of human interrelations. 

The vivid style of this book is some 
times marred by abrupt changes of sub 
ject. Illustrations at times miss the point. 

The author both directly 
and indirectly, that he is disillusioned 


indicates, 


with theological liberalism and its con- 
tribution to the Christian mission. He 
does not believe that neo-orthodox pes 
simism provides the proper antidote to 
liberalism. His attitude toward funda- 
mentalism is ambiguous. He criticizes it, 
perhaps rightly, for rigidity and divisive 
ness. But it is not clear just what he 
means when he accuses fundamentalism 
of the heresy of failing to recognize the 
freedom with which Christ has made us 
free. 

In the opinion of this reviewer, the 
author is too optimistic about the progress 
and growth of the Christian mission ac- 
cording to present indications. He is 
lacking in patience with theological pre- 
cision. When he says that the differences 
between Orthodox, Nestorians, and Mo- 
nophysites were less serious than the 
bitterness accompanying the divisions, 
his judgment is questionable even though 
this sort of statement is often made. At 
some places he seems too much at peace 


50 { 1002 | 


with modern Western culture (e.g. p. 
116) to be consistent with the criticisms 
he makes elsewhere. This reviewer is 
particularly concerned over his doctrine 
of Scripture. It is not clear whether the 
author distinguishes in principle between 
revelation in the canon and revelation 
after the canon. This weakness is under 
scored by his failure to do justice to the 
orthodox interpretation of the relation of 
the Holy Spirit to the Word (p. 157). 
Thus, in this very readable and help 
ful book, there is a theological softness 
that deprives this treatment of finality. It 
is just such a theological weakness which 
lies at the heart of the modern missionary 
problem. Therefore, for all the vigor and 
cogency of the author’s presentation, we 
are constrained to say: This ought he to 
have done, and not to have left the other 
undone. Joun H. KromMinca 


GOD AND THE UNKNOWABLE 


The Knowledge of the Holy, by A. 
W. Tozer (Harper, 1961, 128 pp., 
$3), is reviewed by Carl F. H. 
Henry, Editor 
Topay. 


of CHRISTIANITY 


Alliance 
Witness, long a dedicated minister of 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
here turns his ready pen to the exposition 
of the doctrine of God. Essentially a 
popular statement of the divine attri 
butes, the book reflects Dr. Tozer’s in- 
cisive and clever turn of phrase. 


The gifted editor of The 


“The loss of the concept of majesty 
from the popular religious mind,” the 
author tells us, has replaced the lofty 
Christian concept of God by another “so 
low, so ignoble, as to be utterly un 
worthy of thinking, worshiping men. . . . 
We have lost our spirit of worship and 
our ability to withdraw inwardly to meet 
God in adoring silence” (p. vii). Though 
the Church “may continue to cling to a 
sound nominal creed, her practical work- 
ing creed has become false.” 

The work breathes a spirit of devotion. 
Each chapter is preceded by an appropri- 
ate prayer, each relates the respective 
attributes to man’s daily outlook. Dr. 
Tozer is concerned, he says, to enrich 
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the “heart” more than to illumine the 
mind. His real concern is the practical 
life, in his words “personal heart re 
ligion.” 

Those who search this book for system 
atic theology are likely to be disap 
pointed. Indeed, evangelical theologians 
will be disturbed—and with good reason 
—over some of its facets. Dr. Tozer pic 
tures thought and speech as “God's gifts 
to creatures made in His image; these 
are intimately associated with Him . . .” 
and he ascribes the yearning to know 
God to the divine image in man. But he 
does not elaborate this in terms of a 
theistic view of reason and language. 

The knowledge of God is viewed as a 
Man’s 
sinfulness poses a barrier overcome by 
God's revelation in Scripture. But God's 
complete self-disclosure in Christ is said 
to be made “not to reason but to faith 
and love.” 2. Man’s finiteness assertedly 
precludes _ his God’s “exact 
image” in any respect, and limits man’s 
knowledge of God to a shadowland 
knowledge (“Only to an equal could God 
communicate the mystery of His God 
head. . . .”). 3. God’s ineffability places 
“a great strain on both thought and lan 
guage in the Holy Scriptures.” Dr. Tozer 
repeatedly quotes the mystics who assert 
the inconceivability of God. Indeed, he 
periodically presses the thesis that we 
have no knowledge of God-in-himself- 
a premise hardly serviceable to evangeli 
cal theology. We are told: “The name of 
God is secret and His essential nature 
incomprehensible.” 

Yet Dr. Tozer insists that, by divine 
revelation, we know certain of God's at 
tributes (sketched popularly along quite 
traditional lines). He ventures to define 
an attribute, curiously, as “whatever God 
-has in any way revealed as being true of 
Himself.” But an attribute is “a mental 
concept, an intellectual response to God's 
self-revelation.” “An attribute . . . is how 
God is, and as far as the reasoning mind 
can go, we may say that it is what God 
is, though . exactly what He is He 
cannot tell us.” “Love and faith are at 
home in the mystery of the Godhead. Let 
reason kneel in reverence outside.” 

Because of his dependence on Scrip 
ture, Dr. Tozer’s exposition is more or 
thodox than his theory of religious 
knowledge would permit if applied con- 
sistently. Those who seek “a reason for 
the hope within us” will not be content 
with a delineation exalting faith at the 
expense of reason, inasmuch as such a 
rationale would be serviceable to the 
Hindu or the Jesuit as much as to the 
Protestant. Cart F. H. Henry 
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GAUTAMA AND CHRIST 
On the Eightfold Path: Christian 


Presence Amid Buddhism, by 
George Appleton (Oxford, 1961, 
156 pp., $2.50), is reviewed by E. 
Luther Copeland, Professor of Mis- 
sions, Southeastern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


In the “Christian Presence Series,” of 
which this volume is the second, Chris- 
tian writers attempt to stand within an- 
other religion, see through the eyes of 
its devout adherent, and find “how God | 
has been speaking to him and what new 
understandings of the grace and love of 
God we may ourselves discover in the 
encounter” (p. 10). 

The author of this volume, having 
known Buddhism at first hand in Burma, 
gives a very generous and appreciative 
estimate of this religion, particularly in 
However, 
he maintains witness to firm Christian 


terms of its original meaning. 


conviction in insisting that the revelation 
of God in Jesus Christ unveils the de- 
ficiency or “blind spot” of Buddhism. 
Indeed, to study and discuss non- 
Christian religions in the spirit of this 
series, and to recognize, neither grudg- 


ingly nor nervously, such goodness and | 


truth as they possess, demands a Chris- 
tian faith that is large and strong. 
E. LutruHer CopELAND 


RELIGION IN AMERICA 


The Shaping of American Religion 
(514 pp., $8.50), Religious Per- 
spectives in American Culture (427 
pp-, $7.50), and A Critical Bibliog- 
raphy of Religion in America Cin 5 
parts, bound separately—parts 1 and 
2, 541 pp., parts 3, 4, and 5, 1219 
pp-, $17.50), edited by James Ward 
Smith and A. Leland Jameson 
(Princeton University Press, 1961), 
are reviewed by C. Gregg Singer, 
Professor of History, Catawba Col- 
lege, Salisbury, North Carolina. 


These volumes along with another to 
appear later this year constitute a project 
known as Religion in American Life. It 
is a worthy and ambitious program grow- 
ing out of the special study course in 
American civilization which has been 
conducted at the University for some 
time. Princeton is to be commended for 
its awareness of the importance of Chris- 
tianity in the shaping of the American 
tradition. Volume I attempts to present 
an analysis of institutionalized religion 
in America (Protestant, Roman Catho- 
lic, Jewish, and the newer sects) along 
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from the colonial era to our own day. At 
the same time there is some attempt to 
discuss the development of American 
thee logy . 

The initial monograph by H. Richard 


Niebuhr is concerned with the relation- 


| ship which exists between Protestantism 


| and democracy in terms of the inner dy- 


} 
} 


} 


namics of its theology and spiritual heri- 
tage. Niebuhr freely confesses his difh- 


| culty in achieving a satisfactory definition 


| of both Protestantism and democracy and 


his inability to do so haunts the whole 
essay. He never equates the two streams 
of thought, but because he has no clear 


| conception of biblical redemption he sees 


| 
| 


| 





in both democracy and Protestantism a 
certain kinship which becomes evident 
in parallel strands of thought. An equal 
indecision and confusion in regard to 
the inner meaning of democracy makes 
this introductory chapter very disap 
pointing. 

Of much greater merit is Henry J. 
Browne’s excellent historical treatment of 
the development of Roman Catholicism 
in this country. It is his conviction that 
the distinguishing characteristics of Ro- 
man Catholics in this country is their 


| determination to prove that they belong 


to the American scene. Of particular in- 
terest and of great value for its insight is 
his treatment of the development of the 
parochial school and the reasons for it. 
Protestants and secularists will both be 
astounded at his candid admission that 
Catholicism has not made significant con- 
tributions to American culture to any 
great degree. The general effect of this 
chapter is to give a rather unusual in- 
sight into the pervading psychology of 
nineteenth century American Catholics. 

Professor Oscar Handlin also uses the 
historical approach to give the finest 
short treatment of Judaism in this coun 
try known by this reviewer. With great 
insight he portrays the role of the Jew in 
American history and sets forth the cir 
cumstances and cultural factors which 
brought about the emerging of the Con- 
servative and Reform movements within 
Judaism. He shows the attempt on the 
part of the American Jews to accommo- 
date their heritage to the democracy of 
which they are a part. Inevitably this at- 
tempt produced serious stresses and 
strains within Jewish Orthodoxy with 
the result that its ecclesiastical unity 
was broken. 

Particularly disappointing is Leland 
Jameson’s presentation of what he calls 
“Religion on the Perimeter.” He ex- 
amines the sects and the cults and finds 
their principal courses in social unrest 
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and psychological instability and he pays 
little or no attention to the theological 
factors. He also fails to make a proper 
distinction between the cults properly 
so called and those groups which have 
felt it necessary to secede from the major 
denominations because of their liberal- 
ism. The remaining monographs in Vol- 
ume I dealing with various aspects of 
\merican theology and its psychological 
aspects are more satisfactory. Evangelical 
Christianity in general and Calvinism in 
particular failed to receive the treatment 
they deserve. Nowhere does Calvinism 
stand out as the great living force which 
shapes so much of our theology down to 
1860. Neither is the rise of liberalism 
viewed as a serious departure from ortho- 
doxy and threatening the very life of the 
church; rather it is portrayed as a normal 
response of the religious mind to the 
impact of Darwinism and industrialism 
in American life. This casual treatment 
of orthodoxy is the pervading weakness 
of Volume I. 

Volume II, Religious Perspectives in 
\merican Culture, is basically an at- 
tempt to interpret our national culture in 
terms of a religious but not necessarily 
Christian world and life view. The first 
monograph on Religious Education in 
\merica, by Will Herberg, despite some 
vood observations on the early relation- 
ship existing between public education 
and Christianity in this country, falls far 
short of presenting in its true light edu- 
cation in the colonial and early national 
periods. Herberg conveniently omits the 
evangelical presuppositions and _leader- 
ship which brought education into 
existence. Much of the chapter is de- 
voted to attempts to find a principle for 
determining what the relationship be- 
tween religion and public education 
should be in the light of recent decisions 
of the Supreme Court. The succeeding 
chapters in Volume II fall far short of 
its announced intentions. Lacking in 
both of these volumes is a basic theology 
which alone can support such a study as 
was contemplated by the Princeton 
group. There is no clear recognition of 
the sovereignty of God, the depravity of 
man, salvation by faith alone, and the 
infallibility and supremacy of the Scrip- 
tures. The frame of reference for both 
volumes is a nebulous religion rather 
than historic orthodoxy, and for this 
reason these volumes will be deeply dis- 
appointing to those evangelicals who look 
for an evaluation of American culture in 
terms of a basic Christianity. : 

The redeeming feature of this proj- 
ect lies in the two volumes containing a 


critical bibliography of American Christi- 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





@ VISUAL HELPS 


FOR RECRUITING SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS... 


How to Enlist Sunday School Workers. Illustrates the necessity for de- 
termining organizational needs, discovering prospective workers, and 
confronting prospects. 56 frames, color, manual ............. $5.00 


FOR TRAINING SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS .. . 


How to Train Sunday School Workers. Gives examples of training 
methods used by Jesus and presents the weekly officers and teachers’ 
meeting and courses of study. 54 frames, color, manual ....... $5.00 


IN THE TEACHING FUNCTION. . . 


Listed below are five filmstrips to help teachers in all phases of their 
work. You'll find them excellent for use with Sunday school teacher 
training programs. 


Choosing Methods. Explains when each method should be used and 
which types of lesson material can be presented to each age group. 
40 frames, color, manual............. nv 6 Coed ee eee $5.00 


Planning a Lesson. Shows how to work out lesson plans; indicates the 
importance of planning ahead—keeping in mind the age and maturity 
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THOSE TREASURED 
HOURS 

W. L. Howse 

Believing that Sunday school 
teaching is one of the most im- 
portant services in the world, 
Dr. Howse aims to inspire Sun- 
day school teachers to approach 
their work with preparation 
and enthusiasm equal to their 
opportunities. The full poten- 
tial of Sunday school teaching 
is explained by the director of 
the Education Division, Sunday 
School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. $1.50 


For faster, more enthusi- 
astic learning ... 


TOOLS FOR 
TEACHING AND 
TRAINING 
LeRoy Ford 


This book will introduce teach- 
ers and other leaders to simple, 
inexpensive learning aids 


charts, maps, posters, shadow 
screens, display boards, and 
many others. Diagrams and 


easy-to-follow instructions ex- 

plain how each is made and 

its uses. Many of these devices 

can be made at little or no cost 

from material you have on 

hand. 95¢ 
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anity. It is by far the best collection that 
has come to the attention of this re- 


C. Grecc SINGER 


PREACHING BOOK BY BOOK 


Preaching on the Books of the Old 
Testament, by Dwight E. Stevenson 
(Harper, 1961, 267 pp., $3.95), is 
reviewed by Clarence S. Roddy, 


Professor of Homiletics, Fuller 


viewer. 


Theological Seminary. 


Decrying the neglect of true biblical 
preaching in the modern pulpit, the 
fragmentation of the books of the Bible 
by basing a sermon on a verse or a 
phrase, Dr. Stevenson challenges the 
minister to regain the true message of 
the Bible by preaching the total message 
of a book in a single sermon. This, he 
maintains, confronts the man in the pew 
with a whole message. It brings him 


| under the impact of the Bible as a unit. 
| It produces biblical consciousness. Dr. 


Stevenson has produced a well-written, 
practical volume of principles, methods, 
and examples of true, expository preach- 
ing. Such preaching is not easy, but it 
is worth while. This is a fine addition to 
the preacher’s tools. 

CiarENCE S. Roppy 


CHRONICLE OF REVIVAL 


The Inextinguishable Blaze, by 
A. Skevington Wood (Eerdmans, 
1960, 256 pp., $3.75), is reviewed 
by J. Edwin Orr, Missioner, Inter- 
national Council of Christian Lead- 
ership. 


This is an excellent book by a Meth- 
odist warmth of heart 
matches his erudition. It interprets the 
spiritual advances of the eighteenth ceft- 
tury in the light of accumulated knowl- 
edge of 15 decades following. 

Very properly, the author begins with 
the sad condition of Protestantism in the 
English-speaking world at the beginning 
of that century. His chronology in trac- 
ing the rise of the Evangelical Revival 
is commendable, in that he begins not 
with the Wesleys or even Jonathan 


scholar whose 


Edwards, but commences with the morn- 
ing star of the movement—Grifhth Jones 
of Wales. In America, notice is taken of 
the outbreak of revival in New Jersey 
under Theodore Freylinghuysen, a link 
with the pietism of the European Conti- 
nent which affected the Methodists by 
way of the Moravians later. 

Unlike some recent authors who have 
tried to make a case for Calvinism or for 
Arminianism as the deciding element of 
evangelical revival, Dr. Skevington treats 
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the contributions of both schools of 
thought and action in proper balance. 
It is a pity that there is a dearth of 
material upon the effects of the Awaken- 
ing among the Ulster Scots, who pro- 
foundly influenced the course of affairs 
in America. There is also a need of fuller 
consideration of events on the Continent. 

As this volume is one of a series edited 
by Professor F. F. is to be 


hoped that someone like Skevington 


Bruce, it 


Wood will be persuaded to give an ade- 
quate coverage to the great awakenings 
of the nineteenth century, an area in 
which little comprehensive writing has 


J. Epwiw Orr 
TO COMBAT CARICATURE 


The Word of God and Fundamen- 
talism (Church Bookroom Press, 
1961, 127 pp., 4s.), is reviewed by 
Martin H. Cressey, Minister, St. 
Church, 


been done. 


Columba’s Presbyterian 


Coventry, England. 


This volume consists of the papers 
read to the 1960 Oxford Conference of 
Evangelical (Anglicans). 
The subject was chosen for two reasons. 
First, 1961 is the 350th anniversary of 
the King James Version. Second, there 


Churchmen 
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edition 642x9¥,) retailing for $6.95, is yours free 
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is a great deal of misunderstanding of 
the conservative evangelical position, 


much of which centers on the word 
“Fundamentalism” and its varied mean- 
ings. 


One may question the wisdom in gen- 
eral of publishing conference addresses. 
| hey often lack the lucidity and polish 
required by the careful reader; the lack 
was doubtless supplied by the emphases 
ind enthusiasm of the original speakers, 
but these cannot be reproduced in print. 
One gets this feeling from several of the 
papers, and unfortunately the book also 
bears marks of some carelessness in pro- 
duction. 

It is greatly to be hoped, however, 
that this will not hinder what is pre- 
sumably the main object of publication, 
namely, the correction of misunderstand- 
ing of conservatives by liberals. The 
papers have no great originality, but they 
make it plain that theological conserva- 
tism is by no means the same thing as 
obscurantism, a mechanical doctrine of 
inspiration, or a literal interpretation of 
biblical passages which are plainly meta- 
phorical or figurative. These papers will 
not resolve all the liberals’ doubts. That 
could hardly be expected of a short 
paperback. But they may encourage 
fruitful discussion in place of anneal 
ing. 

The criticism of “the American type 
of fundamentalism,” mentioned on the 
back cover, is a criticism of extremists 
and emphatically does not embrace all 
\merican conservatives, one of whom is 
quoted at some length to support the 
criticism of his fellow-countrymen. 

M. H. Cressey 


A CASE OF IDENTITY 


The Origin and Meaning of the 
Name “Protestant Episcopal,” by 
Robert W. Shoemaker (American 
Church Publications, 1959, 338 
pp-, $3.95), is reviewed by William 
B. Williamson, Rector, The Church 
of the Atonement, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 


This is an important book which un- 
fortunately was written and published 
50 years too late to be a positive and 
objective influence to the partisan “sides” 
in the “frequently disputed (an issue in 
every convention except three triennially 
since 1877) name ‘Protestant Episco- 
pal.’” It is a scholarly contribution to 
the knowledge of a particular area in the 
history of American religious life’ and 
especially that of the Episcopal church. 
Curiosity regarding the dispute (“Noth- 


ing I read was satisfactory; it was largely 


shallow opinion and virtually all pole- 
mic”) led this young assistant professor 
of history at Seasesdaer Polytechnic In- 
stitute into seven years of well- -organized 
research where he utilized documentary 
materials from 25 libraries and the pro- 
fessional assistance and guidance of more 
than a dozen church and secular scholars. 
The final production is a unique and 
careful, though at times tedious, 
in the field of religious semantics and 
specifically in the usage in America of 
the words “catholic.” 
One mechanical weakness is the location 
of abundant and accurate footnotes in 
the back of the book. The hardship of 
telating 177 to the 30 pages 
of text in chapter one is an example of 
the inevitable problem of printing logis- 
tics. 

The main burden of the book is a 
thorough examination of the meaning of 
the word “protestant” from the sixteenth 
century to the present. While protestant 
was first used to describe Lutherans in 
the mid-sixteenth century, it was also 
applied to Anglicans to the end of the 
seventeenth century. Finally in the eight- 
eenth century “protestant” was expanded 
to include all nonpapal Western Chris- 
tians. The author records thousands of 
examples to give abundant evidence of 
this semantic change. The words “papist” 
(Roman Catholic) and “dissenter” (sec- 
tarian Christian) are also discussed along 
with the changing meaning of antonyms 
(opposites compared), for example, prot- 
estant versus papist (now protestant ver- 
sus catholic). 

The author’s discussion of “catholic” 
takes up the two most popular definitions 
—universal, which he identifies as a 
carry-over from “billy-goat” Greek, and 
Roman Catholic, which he reveals as a 
geographical and not a theological defi- 
nition. He insists the word “catholic” 
is not a definition but a description of 
the body maintaining apostolic “Doctrine 
and Sacraments, and the Discipline of 
Christ as the Lord hath commanded” Cin 
the Holy Scriptures) (Ordinal of the 
Book of Common Prayer), without Ro- 
man Catholic additions and _ sectarian 
deletions. 

The how, what, where, and why 
analysis of the name “Protestant Epis- 
copal” reveals that prior to the American 
Revolution “protestant” was used to de- 
scribe the Anglicans in Maryand and in 
other southern states. Also the word 
“episcopal” was a rare, pre-revolutionary 
designation, except in New England 
where it was used in opposition to “pres- 
byterial or congregational.” Indeed the 


“protestant” and 


footnotes 


author insists that “Protestant Episcopal Ae oe eet Na On ee a 
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Young people are sure to respond 
to the interesting pictorial illustra- 
tions, the varied questions, exer- 
cises and activity suggestions. The 
lesson material is designed to en- 
courage discussion and to impart 
with new relevance the great truths 
of the Word of God. 
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did not exist in our language . . . 
to its general adoption in 1780” 

The first convention of post-revolu 


prior 
(p. 29). 


tionary American Anglicans met to repair 
their war-tattered church. It was com 
posed mostly of Maryland and Pennsy! 
vania churchmen which is the reason the 
for the 


author gives adoption of the 


name “Protestant (nonpapist) Episcopal 


(noncongregational) Church in the 


United States of 


middle states delegates both terms were 


America.” To the 


well understood and no issue whatever is 
recorded. 


dearth of 


The author points out that “a 


evidence” surrounding this 


| convention makes historical reconstruc- 


tion impossible. (Only one document 
supporting later opinions and accounts 
of the adoption of the name could be 
found. ) 


A comparison of the words 


“protes- 
| tant” and 


“catholic,” as they refer to the 
Episcopal church and the Anglican com- 
munion, causes the author to claim that 
modern 
describes a position far removed from 
that of the basic Episcopal-Anglican posi 
tion. He cites a recent (1954) 
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania in ap 


American use of “protestant” 


action 


proving a report of a special committee 
appointed to study the National Coun- 
cil of Churches publications, for ex 
ample, Primer for Protestants and What 
Protestants Believe. The committee cen 
sured these publications because “re 
viewed in relation to the Anglican for 
mularies [they] evidence the promotion 
of a body of doctrine that is in opposi 
tion to the Episcopal church (Journal, 
1954, p. 277). 

The author's final conclusion comes 
as no surprise at all. He states that the 
name “Protestant Episcopal” is inaccu- 
rate in the view of the semantic change 
which has taken place. It should, he 
believes, be amended immediately; “then 
the church can get on to more important 
matters.” After discarding several possi- 
bilities, such as Reformed Catholic, 
American Anglican, The Episcopal 
Church, he recommends the name The 
American Episcopal Church which he 
calls “accurate, concise, palatable, and 
historical” (p. 296). Many would agree 
that change in the corporate name 
should be made as a clarifying move 
toward a sharper witness for Episcopa- 
lians among the nonpapal Christians of 
the Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
communions. 

Regardless of the name, one factor 
will undoubtedly remain unchanged 
however, and that is the admitted para- 
dox and dilemma of the dual nature of 
Anglicanism. The catholic-evangelical 
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nature of the Episcopal church is a real 
and vital tension under which God seems 
to will that we should live in unity. 
“Hold that fast which thou hast,” is 
Christ’s command to the Church in the 
Book of Revelation (3:11). Thus by 
holding each paradoxical nature as essen- 
tial and continuing “steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking bread, and in prayers” (Acts 
2:42), and by loving fellowship and 
Gospel witness the Episcopal church will 
achieve the reward promised by our Lord 
and be “a pillar in the temple of .. . 
God.” WituraM B. WILLIAMSON 


MISSIONARIES’ HANDBOOK 


The Bible School on the Mission 
Field, by Hubert Reynhout, Jr. Cpri- 
vately published by the author in 
care of Barrington College, Barring- 
ton, Rhode Island, no date, 72 pp., 
$1.25), is reviewed by Harold Lind- 
sell, Vice President, Fuller Theo- 


logical Seminary. 


Part of a doctoral dissertation written 
at Harvard, this work touches on mis- 
sionary Bible schools overseas, and de- 
lineates their weaknesses and strengths, 
and projects an image of what the ideal 
Bible school should be like. The work is 
based upon information obtained from 
missionaries engaged in Bible school en- 
deavors, and it brings into focus the ex- 
periences and recommendations of those 
closest to the problem. It could serve 
admirably as a handbook to missionaries 
and missionary leaders engaged in, or 
expecting to begin, this kind of educa- 
tional endeavor. Unfortunately its use- 
fulness will be limited both by the 
nature of the subject and the fact that it 
is privately reproduced. 

Haroip LinpseELL 


NOTHINGNESS: AN IRON FIST 


Nihilism: Its Origin and Nature— 
With a Christian Answer, by Hel- 
mut Thielicke (Harper, 1961, 186 
pp-, $5), is reviewed by Harold B. 
Kuhn, Professor of the Philosophy 
of Religion, Asbury Theological 
Seminary. 


Discussions of post-Christian pagan- 
ism have not overlooked the last “ism,” 
nihilism, but many of them have failed 
to note that the nihilist of the café has 
never really faced the realities which 
belong to his discussion of Nothing- 
ness. The present Rector of the *Uni- 
versity of Hamburg, Helmut Thielicke, 
faced a generation of genuine disillu- 
sionment in his Germany of 1945, and 
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ENJOY THE WINTER IN FLORIDA | 


THE VERY BEST IN ACCOMMODATIONS 


SUNCOAST BIBLE CONFERENCE 


DUNEDIN, FLA. 







HEAR AMERICA’S LEADING BIBLE EXPOSITORS 


This was the former famous FENWAY HOTEL, one of Florida’s leading | 


resort hotels. 





. . . Beauty and appointments unsurpassed. It is now the 
home of “FENWAY ACADEMY” and the Suncoast Bible Conference. Our 
rates are not “cheap” but they are very reasonable for those who appreciate 
the best. . . . Special speakers daily during the season. Recreation includes 
| tennis, swimming, putting golf course, fishing from our pier in Clearwater 
Bay. You will be surprised at what we offer for the price. All rooms with 
| bath. Write—Dr. W. T. Watson, President, for “Conference Bulletin.” 


‘FENWAY ACADEMY 


IN COOPERATION WITH TRINITY COLLEGE 


HAT AND COAT RACKS 


Write for catalog showing 3 complete 
lines (“Office Valet’, “Checkerette’”’ 
and ‘‘Decorator’’) steel and alumi- 








DUNEDIN 
FLORIDA 











BEHIND THE SKYSCRAPERS 


A documentary vividly portraying Skid Row, U.S.A. 
Striking musical background by Win Stracke including 
14 original songs that tell the aleoholic’s story. Jack 
Mabley, feature writer, says, ‘“‘The most dramatic 
shots I have ever seen on film and somewhat terrifying | 
pecause they are truth.” 
num floor, wall and portable racks, 

16mm_ sound film, 28 minutes. Color $175; black | lockerettes and accessories. 
and white $100. Write today! 

NATIONAL weTu VOGEL-PETERSON CO. 


1730 Chicago Ave. Evanston, tll. | Dept.CT-550 ¢ Elmhurst, Ill. 


NOW... 


The Pulpit Commentary 


in a beautiful new large-type edition— 
the finest, most complete, most authoritative 
commentary on the Bible ever published! 


Dept. CT 





Here, in 23 handsome volumes is the most useful set 
of books a minister can own—a complete library that # 
offers the most scholarly expositions of texts, and the 
most rewarding suggestions for original, stimulating 
sermonic outlines to be found in literature. 


23 handsome volumes @ Complete and unabridged @ 26,516 
pages, 9,500 subjects @ Now printed in large type from brand 
new plates @ Orthodox, evangelical, inter-denominational @ 
Expositions and homilies on every book and verse of the Bible 
@ Avast library of inexhaustible interpretation and suggestion. 


easy-payment plan 


Funk & Wagnalls Company, exclusive mail-order distributor of 
this great work, invites you to mail the coupon below for full 
information about how you may obtain the complete set on 
easy terms. 











em MAIL THIS INFORMATION-ONLY COUPON-—————— ° 

Dept, CT-s1a 153 dark st, 
ept. . 24 t. 

| New York 10, N.Y. vale = 
Please send me full informa- 

tion about The Pulpit Com- ADDRESS ———————————______ oe 
mentary, and your easy-pay- 

| ment plan. ee ae ZONE _ STATE... | 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


COWMAN CHURCH 
LIBRARY SERVICE 


A SERVICE TOOL FOR ALL 
CHURCH LIBRARIES 


For complete information, write 


June Sullivan, Cowman Publishing Co. 


747 Seward St., Los Angeles 38, Calif. 





Please mention CHrisTIANITY ToDaAy 
when you write to advertisers. 


Sunday 


Schools " 


report: + Just 
what weve 
needed, bor 
20 yen!” 


\LWERSG \vE 


BIBLICAL 
SERIES 


Conservative, 
Evangelistic, 
Christ-centered! 


® Aldersgate Biblical Series is increasingly 
demanded by students and teachers in 
thoughtful adult classes. Nine months after 
launching, first ABS units are now in their 
third printing. 


® ABS leads grown-ups directly into their 
own Bibles. It is undated, book-by-book Bi- 
ble study for adult Sunday school, midweek 
and personal use. 


> Users are saying, “It’s the best yet!” “Our 
my are really studying,” “We think it’s ter- 
rinc. 


& Write for free descriptive literature and 
order blank. 


Truth 
in 


Action 


by Pauline Todd 


An idea book for children’s and youth 


workers, centered in the conviction that ac- 
tion holds attention. 


Contains nearly fifty action object lessons, 
skits, demonstrations, biographical sketches, 
and interviews for use by leaders in children 
and youth meetings, D.V.B.S., Sunday school 
and camps. 


A useful supplement for youth curriculum 
on junior and junior high levels. 


107 pages, Priced at only $1.50 


Order from: 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 


BOX 8A - WINONA LAKE, IND 





in his Tiibingen lectures he captured 
the timeless elements which exist in the 
“existential” who 
would review these lectures is at a loss 


situation. The one 


for a place to begin, for the volume con- 
tains a certain vastness of content. In 


| one sense, nihilism is a study in dis- 


tinctions. The author sees with clarity 
that which is so frequently camouflaged 
in discussions of existentialism, namely, 
the distinction naive, cultic 
nihilism on the one hand, and the im- 
plicit, serious, and covert form on the 
other. Dr. 


between 


likewise the 
proximate and exhibitionist character of 
faddist 
reaching character and dimensions of 
the anxiety which has seized the man 
to whom nihilism is a really serious 
mood. 


Thielicke sees 


existentialism, and the  far- 


This book has at its core the conten- 
tion that every “autarchy of this-world” 
leads ultimately in the same direction. 
Applied to the individual, it brings him 
to loss of the ego and into the iron grip 
of Fate; applied to jurisprudence, it 
leads to unsubstantial positive law, with 
its foggy relativism; applied to medicine, 
it fragments therapy so that it cannot 
cope with a vast sector of contemporary 
illness; applied to politics, it creates a 
dialectic out of which the arbitrary au- 
thoritarianism of the dictator may easily 
arise. The author’s discussions in these 
several fields are frightening precisely 
because they are so accurate in their 
description of what exists in Western 
society. 

Some writers in this area attribute the 
loss of the human ego to the vast im- 
personalization of today’s world; Dr. 
Thielicke sees that the loss of “self” by 
the modern man is causal to the inhu- 
manity of his world. Man’s self-definition 
is what it is in the twentieth century 
precisely because of the loss of the con- 
trolling relationship by which he is man, 
namely, his relation to God. The loss of 
value in terms of “man-under-God” is- 
sues easily and simply in “utilizable 
value” which equals nonvalue. To com- 
pensate for the loss of the awareness of 
God, so characteristic of modern pagan- 
ism, modern man secks to create his syn- 
thetic “gods” in terms of the absolutizing 
of this or that. 

The major contribution of Nihilism is 
not, however, merely the drawing of 
trenchant distinctions, valuable as this 
may be. Dr. Thielicke sees beyond what 
is for the post-Christian pagan, and 
sketches with bold strokes what may be 
for the man who will permit the living 
God to knock out the dungeon-wall 
which surrounds him. The core of the 
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New Titles—Focal Pamphlet Series 


THE CHRISTIAN CALLING 
By Virgil Vogt 
No. 6 in the Series. Re-examines the Christian 
calling to the ministry or to any walk of life. 
Points out the importance of the sense of voca- 
tion. Helpful to every Christian ideal for group 
distribution. Ready Aug. 15. 48 pp. 50c 


AS YOU GO 

By John Howard Yoder 
No. 5 in the Series. Western Christianity musi 
rethink missionary effort says the author. Re- 
viewing missionary methods, a return to evange- 
lism as in the Apostolic Church is urged. Here 
are ideas that could change the course of history. 


24 pp. 35c 
Other Titles in the 
Focal Pamphlet Series 
Integration! Who's Prejudiced? 
Kraus 35e 
Church and Community 
Burkholder 30c 
No. 3—Ecumenical Movement and the 
Faithful Church Yoder 50c 
No. 4—Biblical Revelation and Inspiration 
Bender 35c 


Order from your Bookseller or Dept. CT 


HERALD PRESS © Scottdale, Pa. 


No. 1- 
No. 2- 


Run a spare-time Greeting 
Card and Gift Shop at home 


Show friends samples of our new 196! Christmas and 
All Occasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their 
orders and earn to 100% profit. No experience nec 
essary. Costs nothing to try. 


Write today for samples on approval. 
Regal Greetings, Dept. 132, Ferndale, Mich. 


Please mention CurisTiantry TopDay 
when you write to advertisers. 


MAGNETIC Fully Guaranteed 


RECORDING 
TAPE 


SPECIAL TO RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS ONLY 
(OTHERS ADD 15% TO PRICE LIST) 


7” REELS—1200'—ACETATE 
onmmugl.10 ea. 


1-11 reels 
12-23 reels. 
24 & Over 


7” REELS—2400’'—MYLAR 
ae UY 
$3.55 ea. 


$3.95 ea, 
Add state sales tax where applicable. 


ORDER FROM 


TAPE RECORDED PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. BOX 27 
OPELIKA, ALA. 


1-5 reels 
6-11 reels. 
12 and over 


Please send reels of 


Recording Tape ft. long 
NAME . 


ADDRESS 


Money enclosed [] ship prepaid 
Bill me later [] plus shipping charges 
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STONY 
BROOK 
SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 


Accredited college preparation for 
boys. Distinctive Christian train- 
ing. Grades eight to college en- 
trance. Boys from sixteen states 
and sixteen foreign countries. 
Full athletic program. 70-acre 
campus, accessible by car or train. 
Fortieth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 50, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 









FOR YOU OR YOUR GROUP 
— our Popular, fast-selling lines: 
Scripture Text Christmas and Everyday 
Cards, Stationery, Calendars, Bibles, excit- 
ing Novelties, Useful Gifts. EASY SALES — 
ood profit! Hundreds of satisfied customers! 
) Whoiesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 
** Friendly Christian Service since 1927"" 


Cc. W. BOYER CO.., Depi. CT, Dayton 5, Ohio 





Please mention CHurisTIANITY TODAY 
when you write to advertisers. 


IDEAL 
FOR 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
AND 
CHURCH 
USE 





VOICE OF PRAISE 


compiled by B. B. McKinney 


The classic beauty and strong construc- 
tion of this hymnal make it practical for 
all Sunday school departments from Junior 
age up. At very little cost to you, Voice of 
Praise will add much to your services . . 


in churches both large and small. 
tains 314 old standard hymns, favorite 
gospel songs and choruses, 15 pages of 
responsive readings, complete index—top- 
ical and alphabetical. Cloth binding, round 
notes, gold or silver lettering. 


1-49 copies, $1.25 100-249 copies, $1.10 
50-99 copies, $1.15 250-up copies, $1.05 


It con- 


Order Today From Your Bookseller | 


or Religious Supply House 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 








answer is that the total threat of mean- 
inglessness has been overcome by the 
God-Man who, in the dark hour of 
Golgotha, fled to the Father. Our author 
does not wait to the final lines to point 
the way out of man’s predicament, but 
weaves this into his discussion and ex- 
presses it in its most powerful form in 
Chapter 10, “The Anxiety of Life.” 
Important for the understanding of 
existentialism as a whole is Professor 
Thielicke’s continual distinction between 
the cultic, nihilism 
flective form which 


naive and the re- 
its ground in the face of the question of 
meaning.” It would be interesting to 
overhear him in discussion with a beat- 
nik who explains, with practiced hesi- 


tation and with each sentence beginning | 


with the word “like,” precisely and learn- 
edly how he became mixed up in the 
first place. It is probable that Dr. Thie- 
licke would penetrate this sham with a 
few well-placed sentences. More instruc- 
tive still would be a dialogue between 
him and one who has experienced “Noth- 
ingness” through authentic experiences. 
Nihilism is a work born out of a 
shattering of 
through the bombings of 
Norld War II. For this reason it has the 
ring of reality, so absent in many current 
“existential” After all, there 
is something hollow about the sound of 
a pampered product of the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of the American Lebensstand- 
ard discussing and 


visible human 


foundations 


genuine, 


discussions. 


“existential anguish” 
“life at the boundary.” 

It is to the good that Professor Thie- 
licke omits the theatricals which so fre- 
quently characterize “existential” writ- 
ings whose authors seem to delight in 
leaving the reader engulfed in “anxiety’s 


horrible vacuum.” This volume is unique 


in that it presents the Inescapable One | 
who stands at the limits of what parades 


as the Abyss of Nothingness, and who 


will continue to triumph gloriously after | 


man’s ersatz “gods” of past and present 
(including communism) pass into the 
limbo of oblivion. 

The 
freshness and a pungency of style will 
be delighted with Nihilism. Professor 
Thielicke utilizes with great effectiveness 


reader 


his wide acquaintance with German lit- 
erature, and illustrates his major propo- 
sitions by its permanent insights. His 
volume is not one to be read once and 
then put on the shelf. This reviewer has 
already marked his copy generously and 
cross-referenced it at a dozen points. The 
lectures which comprise its contents are 
as relevant today as when they were 
delivered fifteen years ago. The course of 


“continues to stand | 
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WORSHIP AND 
SERVICE HYMNAL 


brings together hymns of 
the ages from all nations. 
Send for tree sample. 


Replete with the work of all 
great writers down to the pres- 
ent day. Includes an abundance 
of favorite Gospel and Revival 
songs. Fully indexed.525 numbers 


plus 73 Scripture Readings. 24- 

— karat gold title—will not tarnish. 
aemaill SAMPLE ON REQUEST 
| mot prepaid FREE Give church and pad 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 





who desires a piquant | 


5717-AY2 West Lake St., —— 44, Ill. 


STERLING 


Stenling 
Kansas 


COLLEGE 


ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 


. 4-year... fully accredited 
. co-ed... liberal arts. 


LOYAL TO THE WORD of GOD 


. Christ in all of life 
. all of life for Christ 
. United Presbyterian. 


Write: Dr. Wm. McCreery, President, 
Sterling, Kanses 





























SAVE wp to $810 


on this valuable set 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 
IN MODERN ENGLISH 


by J. B. Phillips 


Now Available as ASET OF FOUR 
QUALITY PAPERBACKS 
At the LOW PRICE of $4.40* 


*(Leather One-vol. ed. 
Cloth One-vol. ed. 
Individual cloth vols. 11.00) 


Sunday School Teachers Know 

THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MODERN ENG- 
LISH is a valuable teaching aid. It speaks in the 
idiom of today—not in translator's language. Ie is 
the one translation that appeals to and is under- 
stood by all readers. 


Attractive and Lasting 

The 4 paperback books comprising the Phillips 
translation are of attractive and lasting quality. 
The soft, durable covers are handsome and color- 
ful, and ‘the introductions to the original editions 
are retained. 


EASY: To read—To handle-TO OWN 
Large, spacious format and type face make these 
volumes easy to read and enjoy. The quality paper- 
back editions are simple to carry with you to 
classes and on trips. Ideal for Sunday School, 
Church libraries, home libraries. 

Here’s How to Get Your Complete Set at Only $4.40 


Send this coupon to The Macmillan Company 
60 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 
Please send me sets of paperback books 


comprising THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MOD- 
ERN ENGLISH, dy J. B. Phillips. 












Check Money Order 

Bill me later at $4.40 plus postage 
| Name 
| | Address 
tS 


Add sales tax where necessary. 
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PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY fortlF 





To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week from your 
first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! ‘ 

If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents 
and hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our 
nation’s # 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart 
disease and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance 
to infection and are naturally sick more often and sick longer 
than those who do not drink. Why should you help pay for 
their hospitalization? 

Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most 
modern type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low 
rate because the Gold Star Policy is offered only to nondrinkers. 
With this policy, you receive $100 a week from the first day 
and as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid 
you in cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills— 
anything you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the 
company no matter how long you remain in the hospital or how 
often you are sick. And the present low rate on your policy 
can never be raised simply because you get old, or have too 
many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjustment 
up or down for all policyholders! 





Outstanding Leaders Say — 





JEROME HINES, Leading bass with the Metropolitan 
Opera Company: “I have long been associated with 
Art DeMoss in Christian work. I know few people 
with his driving and sincere desire to promote the 
gospel of Christ in every way. And now it is a pleas- 
ure to be able to recommend this most excellent 
insurance plan for non-drinkers.” 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE, former Pastor, Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church, Memphis, Tenn., and three-time President 
Southern Baptist Convention: “After looking over and 
reading what is said in the Gold Star Hospitalization 
Policy, I must say that it is the most unique and 
unusual and appealing policy I have ever heard of. 
For your part in making known to me this wonderful 
policy and the benefits thereof, I am, and shall be as 
long as I live, most grateful.” 





DR. J. PARK McCALULJE, beloved head The McCallie 
School: “I have been happy to be able to take out 
hospital insurance in the World Mutual Health & 
Accident Insurance Company of Penna. for myself, 
wife and daughter at such a reasonable rate, even 
though I am advanced in years, because we do not 
use alcoholic beverages. I have known Mr. Arthur 
DeMoss and Mr. Ted DeMoss for some years and have 
complete confidence in them.” 





DR. DANIEL A. POLING, noted minister and Editor 
of The Christian Herald: “The advantages of a hos- 
pital plan which is available to non-drinkers only are 
obvious. The lower rate is made possible because you 
are not paying the bills for the illnesses and accidents 
of those who use alcohol.” 
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One out of every seven people will spend some time in the 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the 
hospital—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows 
whose turn will be next, whether yours or mine. But we do 
know that a fall on the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, 
or some sudden illness, or operation could put you in the hospital 
for weeks or months, and could cost thousands of dollars. 

How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with 
costly doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many 
folks lose their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk 
hopelessly in debt for the rest of their lives. We surely hope 
this won't happen to you, but please don’t gamble! Remember, 
once the doctor tells you it is your turn to enter the hospital, 
it’s too late to buy coverage at any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, 
you would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain 
in the hospital. Even if you are already covered by another 
policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and 
pay in addition to your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month 
for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. 
For each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s pro- 
tection. And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium 
is only $6 a month. 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital 
Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, 
no limit on the number of times you can collect (and the Com- 
pany can never cancel your policy), and no limit on age! 
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Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 
This Plan Offered Exclusively By 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 


and AFFILIATES 
“Special Protection for Special People” 
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eres for Non-Drinkers ONLY!! 


rRIFE to readers of CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
UTAN CANCEL! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 


Read what a blessing this ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
protection has been to others: , ~ 


Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
Rev. Merle L. Packham, Starke, Florida— “This will : 
acknowledge receipt of your aa annie a Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 
| my claim under the policy I have with you. I appreciate 





Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both 


your prompt payment of this claim, as it was certainly feet 


needed at this time. How wonderful it is to do business 
with a reliable company. I told a representative of the 
Insurance Company, about your 
policy. He requested to see my policy, and after having 
examined it, states it was a unique policy. He thought it 
most unusual, and outstanding. I think so too! I would 
not want to be without it for anything. Let me thank you 
again for your prompt and courteous service. I would 
never hesitate to recommend this policy to anyone.” 


( Rev. E. J. Peters, South Bend, Indiana—“I will be 67 
5 soon. Late in August, I thought some Health and Acci- 
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TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 





Ce Sae oe pe ae eemng I pares hos- . APPLICATION FOR Ss ; ~ — 
Welcome indemnity check that came prompiy from pour | OLG Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy 
Miss Elnora Cratty, Ada, Ohio—“I wish to acknowledge My name is 

Zod hark fae Teta ences Tecan Sone Cet 4 Street or RO # 

to others.” City State 

of all, I wish to thank you for the check of $242.87, Lite |! Date of Birth: Month____Day__Year 


did I realize when someone told me about your insurance 
and let me read her policy that I would need it so soon. 
I am very grateful to you for your kind service and will 
be glad to recommend your insurance to eligible folks.” 


CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: 


My occupation is 


My beneficiary is 
1 also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 






NAME DATE OF BIRTH AGE RELATIONSHIP BENEFICIARY 
@ Gworanteed renewable (Only @ immediate coverage! Full 
YOU con cancel). benefits go into effect noon of 
@ Good in any hospital any- the day your policy is issued. 


where in the world! 
@ Pays in addition to any other 
hospital insurance you may 


No limit on number of times 
you can collect. 


Pays from the very first day 


carry. 3 : in hospital. 
@ All benefits paid directly to No policy fees or enrollment Seupneerneeratees 
you in cash—tox free! fees! Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have you 


@ Claim checks are sent out Ten-day money-back guaran 
AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY. tee! 
@ No automatic age termination. 


or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 
operation in the last five years? Yes C2) No () 

if so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 





Only conditions not covered: 


Pregnancy; any act of war; pre-existing conditions; or 
' hospitalization caused by the use of alcoholic beverages 
or narcotics. Everything else IS covered! 


HERE’S ALL YOU DO:* 


oO Fill out application at right. 


Enclose in an envelope with 
your first payment. 

Mail to DeMoss Associates, Inc. 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY 7 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. é 


” aprieaTion VALLEY FORGE 
cms fas SO tm) aaa) DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. ¥8na 7 








| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 
hereby apply to The Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy for a policy based on 
the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to the 
date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the written 
answers to the foregoing re: 


THE GOLD STAR PLAN 


is underwritten by the fol- 
lowing leading companies 
(depending upon your 
State of residence): 


| 

| 

| 

! 

GUARANTEE TRUST LiFe | 

INSURANCE COMPANY 

Chicago, IIlinois | 
WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH 

&% ACCIDENT INS. CO. | 

| 

| 

| 


OF PENNA. 
King of Prussia, Pa. 
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Primary Junior Intermediate Senior 


New Amazing Youth Hymnal. 


Send today for FREE Sample of 
“YOUTH WORSHIP and SING” 
if you ore considering 
new song books. Give 
full church name ond 
your position. 
“YOUTH WORSHIP 
and SING” is a classi- 
fied Youth and Sunday 
School hymn book of 
262 numbers, rich in 
the traditional heritage 
of the singing church. 
Initials P, J, I and S after 
each title in indexes show 
appropriate Depts. “Am 
highly pleased with this 
radically new hymnal,” says 
user. Surprising low price. 
Write NOW! 

HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


5717-AY2 West Lake Street, — 44, ill. 


RESIDENCE FOR 
BUSINESS GIRLS 


Students also welcome 


Congenial atmosphere 
Room, breakfast, dinner from $18.50 weekly 
Ages 18-40—younger girls given preference 
For free folder write: 


ata UR MGa ae ADEE Le) 410m LP 
233 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y 


LIBRARIES PURCHASED! 


SEND LIST OR WRITE FOR DETAILS 


Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 





IN THE LAST 


DAYS... 


... hundreds of churches have requested 
the free SACRED CINEMA brochure. 
This brochure tells you about six new 
Christian films, each one a feature 


motion picture in which the entire em- | 


phasis is concentrated upon the film’s 
ability to reach the heart of an audience 
with a lasting impression. 

Use this handy coupon to learn about 
this new’‘approach to the Christian 
film ministry: 


SACRED CINEMA 


Good News Productions, Inc. 
Chester Springs, Penna. 
(name, please print) 
Se 
(church affiliation) 
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| of Nothingness. 


| lic Affairs Press, 1959, 196 pp., 


today’s history seems to indicate that 
they will still be contemporary for dec- 
ades. The thoughtful reader will partic- 
ularly appreciate two merits of Dr. 
Thielicke’s work: first, his keen distinc- 
tions between the genuine and the cultic 
in extentialism, and his evangelistic pa- 
with the honest heart that seeks 
a way out of the iron fist of the feeling 
Harotp B. Kuyn 


tience 


ADAPT—DON'T COMPROMISE 


The Edge of the Edge, by Theodore 
E. Matson (Friendship Press, 1961, 
$2.95) is reviewed by M. 
Jackson White, Pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church of Clarendon, 
ton, Virginia. 


165 pp: 


Arling- 


The author makes a very clear and 


penetrating analysis of our times. Special 


| attention is given to population trends. 


To meet the new challenges presented 
today, the church is called upon to exer- 


| cise a greater spirit of co-operation in lo- 


cating its buildings and in developing 
its programs to meet the spiritual needs 
of the people. 

Though the author calls for a thor- 
ough adaptation of the church to all 
changing conditions of the world today, 
he never loses sight of or compromises 
the true mission of the Church as given 
by Christ himself. 

All our denominational leaders and 
church planners could profit greatly by 
carefully studying the principles pre- 
sented in this book. 

M. Jackson WuitTE 


BOOK BRIEFS 


Dear Doctor: I have a problem ... , by 
M. R. De Haan (Radio Bible Class, 1961, 
278 pp., $3). The second volume of Bible 
questions and answers aired on radio by the 
well-known Bible teacher. 

Christians in Racial Crisis, by Thomas 
F. Pettigrew and Ernest Q. Campbell (Pub- 
$3.50). 
study of the predicament and behavior of 
Little Rock’s ministers during the 1957-58 
school desegregation crisis. Included are 
statements on race relations by leading U.S. 
denominations. 


REPRINTS 


The Heritage of the Reformation, by Wil- 
helm Pauck (Free Press, 1961, 399 pp., 
$6). A three-part study of the Reformation, 
Protestantism, and liberalism, with a plea 
for “the further development of the ecu- 
menical theology,” by the Union Seminary 
church historian (revised and expanded 
from the first edition of 1950). 

New Testament Guide, by John H. Bratt 
(Eerdmans, 1961, 144 pp., $3). Revised 
and enlarged New Testament introduction 
designed especially for young people (first 
published in 1946). 
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IN FLORIDA 


FENWAY ACADEMY 


DUNEDIN, FLA. 
A college preparatory school 


* CHRISTIAN IDEALS 

* QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
* COMPLETE COURSES 

* REASONABLE IN COST 


One of America’s most beautiful 
school plants, unsurpassed in beauty, 
appointments and location. 200 fortunate 
young people will find a _ homelike 
atmosphere. . . . Grades 8-12. Special 
consideration in cost for sons and 
daughters of missionaries and pastors. 


For Bulletin, write: 


DR. W. T. WATSON, President 





pT GINS aTUT 


ristmas and All Occasion Cards @ Gifts 

ee ry © Stationery © Wrappings © Toys 
Name Imprinted Christmas Cards 
Make Extra Money in Spare Time 

No experience needed. Organizations, indi. 

viduals, shut-ins—all can succeed. Make big 


Rell = profits to 100%, new friends, too. Write to- 
el od day for samples. 30 days—then pay 
Ch or return. Free Color Catalog, Free Album 


| Cards 100 Name imprinted Christmas Cards, Details, 
HEDENKAMP, 361 Broadway, Dept. CT-2,New York 13, N.Y, 


Please mention CuristTianiry Topay 
when you write to advertisers. 
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REVIEW OF 


—ae Religious Thoushe 


Can THEOLOGY be truly anthropocentric? 
This question is a live one in the theo- 
logical discussions of our time. May man 
legitimately be the center of theological 
concern? The answer to this question 
seems at first sight most obvious to an 
evangelical. God, not man, must be the 
center of theology. Theology must be 
theocentric, not anthropocentric. 


€ In 1916 Erich Schraeder stirred the 
theological community by indicting the 
theology of the nineteenth century for 
being anthropocentric, for setting man, 
religious man, in place of God at the 
heart of its theology. Shortly after 
Schraeder published his accusation in 
his much-discussed volume, Theocentric 
Theology, Barth and Brunner began 
their offensive against the man-centered 
theology of nineteenth century liberalism. 
Over against the theology of the religious 
man, they posed the message of the 
living, sovereign, free, and holy God. 


We cannot but acknowledge the value 
of this offensive in the face of the doc- 
trinally-destructive subjectivism of the 
theology of the last century. But we 
would only be losers if we accepted un- 
critically the contradiction between an- 
thropocentric and theocentric theology. 
This is not a real dilemma. The Refor- 
mation itself, alas, is often presented in 
terms of this false dilemma. Luther is 
pictured as the anthropocentric theolo- 
gian, as the man concerned primarily 
with the salvation of his soul. Calvin, on 
the other hand, is presented in contrast 
to Luther as the theocentric theologian, 
as the man concerned primarily with the 
glory of God. Luther’s central question, 
thus, was: how can I get right with God? 
Calvin’s central theme was: soli Deo 
gloria. But this is not a realistic presenta- 
tion of the difference between Luther 
and Calvin. We would be especially mis- 
led were we to draw the conclusion that 
there is a religious contradiction between 
the theme of sola gratia (Luther) and 
soli Deo gloria (Calvin). 


© We can be rescued from this false 
dilemma if we remind ourselves how 
consistently man is set in the center of 
concern in the Bible. Man is not a com- 
petitor of God the Creator and Re- 
deemer. The whole of God’s redemptive 


work is directed toward the earth, to- 
ward man in his need and lostness. From 
the perspective of God’s interest, there 
is a persistent concern for man in his 
seeking and his finding, in his praying 
and receiving, in his knocking and being 
opened to. The Incarnate Lord, we are 
told, proclaimed the Father, not man. 
But the Father whom he proclaimed was 
not unconcerned with man. He was the 
true God who directed his great love to 
the world of men and sent his Son to 
become a man. It was when the Lord of 
Glory lay as a baby in the manger that 
the angels sang most wonderfully, “Glory 
to God in the Highest.” 

The careful reader of the Bible will 
not be content with a contradiction be- 
tween an anthropocentric and theocentric 
theology. The theocentric interest of the- 
ology is most keen at the point of divine 
grace for man. And man gets put in the 
center of biblical interest in the light of 
divine grace. God, in the biblical view, 
does not enjoy greatness only as man be- 
comes unimportant and small. It has 
been said: “God is everything, man is 
nothing.” As opposed to human pride 
and pretense, such a statement has value. 
But it is not a biblical sentiment. It is 
not true that man becomes nothing when 
God is all. Indeed, man truly comes into 
his own when God is most honored. 
Man comes into his own place, not into 
God's place. Man enters the service of 
God not into competition with God. 


© The Christian Gospel does proclaim a 
jealous God. God is jealous when other 
gods are given priority over him (Exod. 
20:5). In this jealousy he reveals his 
wrath and hides his face. But God is not 
jealous in the manner of men. God does 
not demand that man disappear when he 
appears. Heathen gods were jealous of 
men often. But the God whose Son be- 
came incarnate in Jesus Christ brings 
men into his service and grants them a 
large place under the sun. Man need not 
fear self-negation where God is exalted. 

Jean Danielou published a_ brilliant 
article recently in which he identified 
the jealousy of God with his wrath. But 
he correctly points out that the divine 
jealousy is of another category than what 
we experience as human jealousy. When 
God’s wrath is revealed, it means he is 
seeking man to restore him to fellowship. 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


God, the jealous God, is he who in Christ 


is known as Immanuel, God with us. 


There was good reason for branding 
the typical nineteenth century theology 
with the term anthropocentric. The re- 
ligiously-inclined man stood at the heart 
of this theology. He was the measure of 
whatever truth one found in the Scrip- 
tures. If anything in Scripture did not 
seem to apply directly to man’s own re- 
ligious feelings and to his personal piety 
it was not considered of theological value. 
From this human-centered concern the- 
ology turned to a critical attack on the 
ancient confessions and to a watering 
down of faith. Man became so big in this 
movement that the glory, the grace, and 
the sovereignty of God was hid from 
view. 


« In reaction to this man-centered the- 
ology, we must not elect for a view of 
God that takes him away from man, that 
loses vision for a God whose concern is 
indeed man directed. The glory of God 
is seen in his greatness, a greatness which 
is seen in his salvation of men. Men be- 
come jealous out of fear that other men 
threaten their position or status. But 
God creates man and rescues him from 
his own ungodliness, while He sets man 
in sonship, destined for a glorification of 
his own. Enough of the notion that there 
is antagonism between an anthropocen- 
tric and a theocentric theology! When 
God is truly given his place at the center 
where he belongs, he in turn creates a 
place for man. When God is magnified, 
he does not negate man but makes him a 
real man once more. This is the great 
secret of the soli Deo gloria. 


€ Saying that God must be glorified 
seems very easy. But a correct apprehen- 
sion of this phrase is one of the most dif- 
ficult tasks of theology. The glory of 
God never means the abnegation of man. 
The glory of God cannot be viewed as 
the counterpart of the shame of man. 
The true glory of man is not competitive 
to the true glory of God. God is he, 
writes Paul, who spared not his own 
son, but delivered him up for us all. 
Shall not this God freely give us all 
things? (Rom. 8:32). 

The mystery of divine love is that it 
creates a place for man. Man becomes 
terribly important within God's concern. 
Man is not a competitor but a child once 
he enters into God's salvation. Therefore 
we can say that just because the Bible is 
radically theocentric it is also radically 
anthropocentric. 

G. C. BerkouweEer 
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Harper’s famous jungle 
missionary classics 


Mission To the 


HheAp-HnTeRS 


By FRANK . 
& MARIE DROWN 


An inspiring story of two 
dedicated missionaries in the 
Ecuadorian jungle. “One of 
the best missionary stories in 
the world.’”’ — CLARENCE W. 
HALL. 16 pages of startling 
jungle photographs. $3.95 


The Savage My Kinsman 
By Evtsaseta E.uiot. Mrs. Elliot 
reports on her life among the Auca 
killers of her missionary husband. 
123 photographs by Cornell Capa. 
$5.95 
The Dayuma Story 
Life Under Auca Spears 
By EtHet Emity WALLts. The first 
Christian member of the Auca tribe 


tells her startling story. 16 pages of 
photographs $3.95 


Jungle Pilot 
The Life 
and Witness of Nate Saint 


By Russeit T. Hitt. “An example 
of absolute dedication to a cause 
fully believed in.”’—Kansas City Star. 
Illustrated with photographs. $3.75 


Shadow of the Almighty 
The Life 
and Testament of Jim Elliot 


By E.tsaBetH E.LLior. With the Jim 
Elliot “spiritual classic” journals. 
Illustrated with photographs. $3.95 


Through Gates of Splendor 


By E.IsaBeTH EL.ior. The first great 
account of the five missionary mar- 
tyrs in Ecuador. With the Cornell 
Capa photographs, $3.95 
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HRISTIANITY TODAY 


WASHINGTON BUILDING, 
WASHINGTON 5.0. C¢ 


FORM 3547 REQUESTED 





Children will read it, 
understand it 


and love it. 





Prepared by JAY GREEN, 


PETER PALMER and MANNING DeV. LEE 


“Should give tremendous assistance to parents seek- 
ing to train children in the awe and love of God.” 


® Written in language children 
can read and understand 


® Follows the beloved King 
James Version as closely as 
simplification of language 
will allow 


© Large, easy-to-read, 
beautifully designed type 


— Dr. HAROLD OCKENGA 


@ Glossary explains Bible terms 
in simple language 

@ All verses normally memorized 
are kept in their familiar 
words 

@ 100 Bible stories (21 in 
Epistles) 

@ 400 illustrations, 200 in full 
color 


@ $5.95, cloth; $6.95 fabrikoid; $8.00 de luxe limp style 


At all bookstores 
HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16 





